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House pork 
barrel stays 
after all - 


By Cynthia D. Balana 
and Christine O. Avendaño 


Editors Note. The lnauinen joins other In- 
urn media affiliates in а new venture in 
Philippine journalism: theme-driven spe- 
cial reports running simuitaneousiy in dif- 
ferent media outlets: on the Ing7.net web- 
site, in the Inquirer Libre ree paper, on. 
the InqTV newsmagazine program, in the 
Bandera and Tumbok papers and in the 
Cebu Dally News. 
(Our first theme is of pressing concern to 
the countrys 22.5 milion celular phone. 
Subscribers: rampant cellphone theft. The 


.A4pages | 4sections / vol.19 / по.279 


1 


House wants PR expert 
to handle image problem 
By Carlito Pablo 5 


CALLING all public rela- 
"ions practitioners. Any 
takers for the House of 
Representatives? 
Its image battered by 
controversy over the 
ноце 


urer resigns 


numbers vary, but even the limited police 

statistics show that cell phone theft is al- 
ready the country’s most common street. 
crime. And anecdotal evidence suggests 
thatthe problem is far worse than the 


numbers say. 


For over a month, a total of 35 reporters, 
correspondents, producers and 
researchers took part in the coverage. The 
result, available today and in the next two 
ays, is 22 related stories in seven media 


uit. 


Denies rift 
over gov't 
borrowings 


THE NATIONAL treasurer, а 
key member of President 
Macapagal-Arroyo’s eco- 


nomic team, has offered to 
resign as the government 
struggles with mounting fi- 
nancial woes. 


‘THE PORK barrel of members of 


the House of Representatives will 
ра нта Across the Nation: This man lost 6 phones /A16 
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fum Hous Мику Lee TO DIE FOR 
Cell phone top loot of choice 


Francis Escudero (NPC, Sorso- 
By Volt Contreras 


gon) said yesterday. 
"les, itis still pork because the. 
congressmen will identify the 
projects," Rep. Teodoro Locsin Jr 
First ofthre parts) 
AN UPRISING fueled by "tex" 
has deposed a President, this 
labor-exporting country keeps 


(PDP Laban, Makati) said. 
Speaker Jose de Venecia Jr. an- 
in touch with its workers over- 
seas, and telco services contin- 


nounced on Saturday that he and „ 
senior party leaders in the House 
had agreed to abolish the pork bar- 
rel system starting next year and to 
че to lift the economy—all 
thanks to the Filipino's passion 
for thé cell phone. 
But somewhere and almost 


adopt line item budgeting to en- 
“at any time in this “texting cap- 


sure transparency in the executive 
and congressional allocations. 
Line item budgeting, which 

specifies the actual projects and 

the amount of their funding, 

would require the executive de- 

partment to enumerate the num- 

ber of school buildings to be put 

up, and the length of roads to be 
ital” of the world, a woman is chassis number, It may 
groped inside an FX taxi, an of A DU Mop OM lee 
fice worker feels a knife in his Г theft. Ifa phone is re- 
side after making a wrong 4 ported as lost to the Na- 

тшт, or a student lies bleeding tional Telecommunica- 

in a dark alley—all of them at- tions Commission, the 

tacked for their handy, easily NTC blocks the phone 

resold gadgets. by marking the IME! as 

Cell phone theft and із END ofthe line in handcuffs for Marion de Guzman and ا‎ ad 


constructed. 
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pressed skepticism over De Vene. 
cia's announcement that the 
House was giving up ts pork, say- 
ing that the House was merely 
changing the pork barrel system 
from. "lumpsum appropriation" 
нол 
, 
NewsmaAn'Ss | eei as a new sub. 

branch of criminal activity, re- newly minted currency for pet- of holdup victims wondering of the police investigation divi- 

-fealing a dark side to the mo- ty thieves, holdup gangs and -why their assailants only went sion in Davao City, itis easier to 

suspecte bile technology boom that be- fencing syndicates. after their phones when their sella stolen cell phone than a 

: gan in the late 1990s. Police officers interviewed necklaces, rings, wristwatches piece of jewelry. 

‘The cell phone is now ап in- by the Inquirer agree that cell and wallets were there for the The horror stories are as var- 

dispensable device for many phones are replacing jewelry taking. as the latest models. And it 

Filipinos, so that even the and cash as the top loot of _ Simple, really According to seems that the more high-tech 

Cheapest models gleam like choice. Its not unusual to hear Supt. Jovito Morin Diray, chief ‘CELL PHONE AIT 


INSIDE INQUIRER 


Mina Figueroa, who oversees 
the governments finances and 
domestic borrowings, said she 
had tendered her resignation ef- 
fective Oct. 15, but added that Ms 
Arroyo had not acted on it. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bun- 
ye yesterday confirmed that 
Figueroa had submitted her ir- 
revocable letter of resignation 
to Executive Secretary Eduardo 
Ermita, 

Bunye said Ermita received 
the letter only yesterday after- 
moon although it was dated 
Sept. 10. 

Figueroa told ABS-CBN televi- 
sion that she wanted to return to 
the private sector and denied re: 
ports she was quitting because of 
policy differences with other fi- 
nance officials over the govern-; 
ments borrowings. 

Figueroa first offered to resign. 
in February, but she said other of- 
ficials convinced her to stay A pri- 
vate banker, she was appointed 
deputy treasurer in August 2001 
and became national treasurer in 
February when Sergio Edeza re- 
signed for financial reasons, 

News of Figueroa's resignation 
comes at a jittery time when the 
Arroyo administration is grap- 
pling with a burgeoning foreign 
debt, a gaping budget deficit and 
rising oil prices. 

‘Analysts have said the current 
fiscal crisis could lead to a finan- 
cial meltdown similar to Argenti- 
таз in three years, Argentina de- 
faulted on its public debt in 2001 
because of its ballooning deficit 
and staggering debt. 

‘A government source told Dow 
Jones NewsWires that Figueroa 
decided to leave after she was re- 
placed as head of the treasury 
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Students win 
scholarships 
to rich school 


By Jerome Aning 


The International 
Mobile Equipment Iden- 
tity (IMEI) is a 
16-digit code unique to 
‘every cellular phone. 
Because itis like a 
motor vehicle's 


killer yields 


By Alcuin Papa, 
Jeffrey M. Тираз 

and Julie S. Alipala 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Stolen phones end up in shopping centers 


By Luige A. del Puerto It is widely believed that ofthe Greenhills police. who subsequently. disap- 
Metro some of the phones being sold Не put the number at “one peared—a classic con job. Не 
їп shopping centers, such as percent” of all phones in the reported the case to the Galas 
YOUR stolen cell phone may Greenhills in San Juan or Ar- shopping centers. At least two Station in Quezon City. 
find its way back to you if you. ranque in Manila, are stolen. cases indicated as much, he One day, he chanced upon 
are patient enough to survey But exactly how many аге on said. his phone ina Greenhills stall, 
second-hand stalls in Metro display at any given day has — InMayastudentwasduped "Ме were able to confirm it 
Manila, according to police and not been determined, said In- into giving his phone to some- through the serial number and 
telecommunications officials. sp. Miguel NuevaEspafa, chief one whom he had just met, and STOLENPHONES/AIT 


THE LONG manhunt is over, the 
suspect is in custody, but fear sil 
stalks the people Edgar Damale- | 
rio left behind. | 

More than two years after the | 
hard-hitting, award-winning ra- 
dio commentator was gunned | 
down in Pagadian City former 
policeman and suspect Guillermo 
Wapile surrendered to the police 
yesterday. Н 

But the mastermind of the L 
murder is still at large. 

“This is just the start of a much P F 
bigger problem. There will be 
uus PGH bald, demand pay hik 
eee nurses 20 , demand pay шке 

She said one big problem con- 
fronting her family was that the By Blanche S. Rivera the near desperation ... of gov. the minimum wage of around Mike Sionzon, president of the Ever joined a quiz bee? 
тап who had ordered her hus- ernment workers under the 8,000 in Metro Manila. PGH Physicians Association. Six high school seniors from 
band's killing had yet to be cap- NURSES at the Philippine Gener- regime of President Macapagal- РСН nurses get a gross E “After a year, they either fly Manila's Chiang Kai-shek College 
tured. al Hospital in Manila led health Arroyo,” said Jossel Ebesate, around P9,000 while abroad to practice as doctors or correctly answered those three 

The] mastermind is sll out Workers in shaving their heads president of the All UP Workers physicians receive only P15, E ASIEN н ае 
there,” Edgar Amoro, one of the yesterday to protest the low Unionin Manila. ‘Their salaries become even small- because the offers are very attrac- ficult” in the final round of one 
wimesses in the case, said in a salaries they were getting from _Ebesate,aheadnurseatthedi- er because of monthly deduc. tive,” he sai such competition on Friday, best- 
phone interview. “We are stil not the government. vision of nursing research andde- tions, such as income tax and Foreign employers, particular- ing their closest rivals from the 
confident and feeling safe because The nurses and utility employ- velopment, said the shaved heads contributions to Philhealth and ly in the United States, are offer. Quezon City Science High 
ourlivesare stillin total danger ees represented the PGHs 3900 should call attention to the plight the Government Service Insur- ing Filipino nurses around School. 

“Only the capture of the mas- employees, who are demanding of health workers in the country ance System. $4,000 a month and a guarantee ` The stakes: for each of the vic- 
termind could assure us of our an acossthe board salary i “who are going bald in thinking Health workers in private hos: that they and members of their tors, a 100 percent scholarship 
safety.” Amoro added. crease of P3,000 а month to соре of means to make ends meet” ^ pitalsare getting even less, ac- family will be granted US citizen- grant from the very exclusive 

Wapile surrendered to officials with the rising cost of living. Не said utility workers in the cording to Ebesate. ship. Southville Foreign Colleges in Las 
of the Western Mindanao police Written on their shaved heads country’s premier state hospital “There are some physicians Like other health personnel, Piñas City, an international insti- 
command after a two-week nego- was "P3,000." Were getting a gross monthly pay who do not even finish their doctors need the P3000 salary tution, plus free books, uniforms, 

NEWSHAN'S/AS "The shaved heads symbolize of P5,082 а month, lower than training here anymore,” said Dr. POH NURSES AK SABEN. 
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WHAT is the world’s first popular 

lee drink? Coca-Cola. 

> А Which i7ücentu master 
——® painted "The Return of the Prodi 

al Son"? Rembrandt. 

‘What is the “divine wind" to 
which the Japanese ascribe their 
repulsion of Mongol invaders in 
the late 13th century? Kamikaze. 
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By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


» DESPITE a slight improvement 
in test scores, an overwhelming. 
majority ofthe 1.2 million fresh- 
men in public high schools are 
still not ready for high school. 

Preliminary data from the 
Department of Education 
showed that about 80 percent 
flunked their second High 
School Readiness Test on 
Aug. 31. 

Ошу 19.75 percent of the 
students got a passing score of 
50 percent in the 90-item test, 
according to the DepEd's Na- 
tional Educational Testing and 
Research Center. 

Nevertheless, the scores in 
the second HSRT showed an 
improvement over the first 
HSRT on May 24 and June 16. 
Ninety-three percent of fresh- 
men flunked the first HSRT 
and only 7.9 percent got a 
score of 50 percent and above. 


imal 

"You can say there has been a 
minimal improvement because 
there are more students who 
passed this time,” said Nelia 
Benito, director ofthe NETRC. 

“But (the passing mark) is 
still way below 75 percent 
which is our target,” she 
stressed. 

Only 1.16 percent of the stu- 
dents scored 75 percent and 
above in the second HSRT. 

In the first HSRT, only 0.6 
percent got a score of 75 per- 
} centand above. 
|; Benito said they have al- 
ready checked the test results 
of 115 public high schools out 
of more than 5,000. 

She estimated that only 


: 8096 of high school 
freshmen flunk test 


She said about 300,000 
E Tue voluntar- 
ily entered the bridge program 
and did not take the second 
НКТ. 

Originally, the DepEd want- 

ed those who flunked the 
HSRT to take the "bridge pro- 
gram,” a year-long tutorial pro- 
gram, before going to the regu- 
lar four-year high school. 
. Butwhen parents and teach- 
ers opposed the added school 
year, the DepEd made the 
bridge program “optional.” 

The DepEd through the 
NETRC conducted a second 
HSRT on Aug. 31, encouraging 
those who would flunk to take 
the bridge program. 
Difficulty 

Both tests posed 30 items 
each in English, Science and 
Math and had the same “con- 
tent and degree of difficulty.” 

The bridge program was the 
brainchild of former education 
secretary Edilberto de Jesus, 
who has been replaced by 
Batanes congressman Floren- 
cio Abad. 

De Jesus argued that past 
tests showed that most public 
high school students graduate. 
without mastering their En- 
glish, Science and Math. 

He said the one-year tutorial 
under the. bridge program 
would arrest the declining 
quality of graduates in public 
schools. * 

Malacafiang, however, did 
mot support the bridge program. 

Instead, it wanted to add 
one year of pre-school to the 
six-year elementary education. 

‘Abad said he would continue 
De Jesus’ programs although 
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Comelec tailored bid 
to favor one company: 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


THE STORY is finally slowly coming out. 
The Commission on Elections ap- 
pears to have tailored its bidding pro- 
cess to suit the winning bidder in the 
botched multi-billion-peso automa- 
tion project for the 2004 elections. 

‘This was the initial finding of the Senate 
blue ribbon committee which is investigating 
the project that was awarded to Mega Pacific 
Solutions Inc. 

‘Sen. Joker Arroyo said after yesterday's com- 
mittee hearing that “there seems to be unanimi- 
ty among the committee members that the 
Comelec has not been able to answer effectively 
the question on the 20-milion vote require- 
ment. That seems to be the sticky (sic) point.” 

Arroyo was referring to the bid requirement 
that each automated counting machine (ACM) 
should be able to count 20 million ballots. 

The requirement was among the three crite- 
ria imposed by the Comelec on pre-selected 
bidders. The other two conditions concerned. 
the "valuation" or pricing of the counting ma- 
chines and the “pass/fail binary methodology" 
for assessing the qualification of both the ma- 
chines and the bidders. 

‘Sen. Mar Roxas said the “bone of contention 
аге the rules that the Comelec put in place to 
establish who would be qualified bidders." 

Roxas said the committee found the 20- 
million votes requirement "highly question- 
able" since "on average our towns have no 
more than 50 to at most 100,000 voters." 

‘Arroyo said that as a result, only two bid- 
ders qualified out of the original 13—Mega 
Pacific eSolutions Inc. and Total Information 


‘sa pera. 


Pera ang bunga sa recycling! 
Kaya't ipagbili sa amin ang 
inyong mga lumang newspaper 
at tabloid, Makiisa sa pagligtas 
ng mga puno sa kagubatan. 
Nakatulong ka na, kikita ka pa! 
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tofavor Mega Pacific. 

Even Comelec Commissioner Resurreccion 
Вота was at a loss to explain the 20-million. 
votes requirement. 

"That is a valid observation... to be candid 
aboutit,” he said. 

Pressed by Arroyo and Sen. Juan Ponce En- 
zile to explain, Вота could only say the re- 

jirement was “a decision of the commission.” 

He said the original terms of reference of 
the project were amended to include the 20- 
million votes requirement through Bid Bul- 
ейп No. 2 after a "discussion of this issue.” 

He did not elaborate, prompting Arroyo to 
require Borra to submit a sworn statement an- 
swering the questions raised by committee 
members during the next hearing. 

“He himself did not defend it and could not 
recall how that requirement came about. So 
ies not just the senators, even Commissioner 
Borra is doubtful about it" observed Roxas. 

Roxas pointed out the “pass/fail” test con- 
ducted by the Comelec was also questionable. 

He said the checklist for the “pass/fail” test 
could have been formulated to allow Mega 
Pacific to be the only bidder to meet the stan- 
dards. 

“This, according to the private sector, 
served to eliminate those they did not want to 
bid,” said Roxas, who noted that an 85 per- 
cent mark in the test was still a failing grade. 

"Itwas 100 percent or nothing,” he said. 

Arroyo agreed, saying: “That is why [there 
һай been complaints) that precisely the 
pass/fail test eliminated all others, leaving 
‘only Mega Pacific and Total. It was loaded in 
favor of Mega Pacific.” 

During the hearing, the Comelec and pri- 
vate consultant Information Technology 
Foundation of the Philippines, which was а 


member of the advisory council, debated the . 


advice of the latter to divide the project into 


four sectors to minimize the cost. 

But Borra said the Comelec had decided to 
package the project because "it was running 
outof time." 

‘Arroyo said the Comelec had failed to "per- 
suade the committee so faz" referring to Bor- 
та and former Commissioner Luzviminda 
"ancangco who attended the hearing. 

"Whether the advice from the private sec- 
tor was valid advice, and why it was ignored 
by the Comelec,” was the context within 
which the committee was undertaking the re- 
view, Arroyo said. 

Roxas said that since the country was look- 
ing at the next elections, "whatever lessons. 
that we learn fromethis must be implemented 
in preparation for the 2007 elections so that 
we would not be in the Middle Ages anymore, 
at least we will be in the modern age of elec- 
toral process.” 

‘Arroyo said the ultimate aim of the hearing 
was to "introduce legislation that will correct 
the bidding process for the machines." 

In a privilege speech on Aug. 18, Sen. 
Aquilino Pimentel said the purchase of 1,991 
automated counting machines by the Com- 
elec was “grossly overpriced” by at least P300 
million 

He said the Filipino people ended up the 
losers because when the contract was rescind- 
ей by the high court, the machines had al- 
ready been bought and paid for. 

Pimentel said official documents showed 
that the Comelec paid Mega Pacific 
856,914,796 for the АСМ although the ac- 
tual cost of the machines was only 
550,810,150, fora loss to the government of 
306,104,646. 

"The cost of the ACMs accounted for the li- 
on's share ofthe total price of P1,248,949,088 
of the poll computerization contract awarded 
to Mega Pacific,” said the opposition senator. 


Int’] monitors’ key concern: 
Ceasefire, not terror links 


By Alcuin Papa 

‘THE MALAYSIALED international monitor- 
ing team overseeing the ceasefire between 
the Philippine military and the Moro Islamic 
Liberation Front is not likely to investigate the 
alleged links between the Muslim secessionist 
group and the Jemaah Islamiyah, the Indone- 
Sla-based terror group with links to Osama 
bin Laden's al-Qaida terror network, defense. 
officials said yesterday. 

Defense Secretary Avelino Cruz told re- 
porters the primary task of the monitoring 
team is to ensure the ceasefire berween the 
goverment and the MILF in the southem 
Philipines was adhered to ahead of the re- 
sumption of peace talks between the two 
sides in Kuala Lumpur in October. 

Members of the nine man advance monitoring. 


“The job really of the monitoring team is to 
see to it that the ceasefire is not disrupted,” said 
Cruz, when he was asked if the monitoring team 
would investigate the alleged presence of JI 
‘members in MILF training camps in Mindanao. 

Defense and military officials had repeat- 
edly claimed that between 40 and 60 JI mem. 
bers were training local and foreign terrorists 
їп the Mt. Kararao range which straddles 
Lanao del Sur and Cotabato provinces, an 
area the MILF reportedly controls. 

The MILF has repeatedly denied harboring 
Л members. 

Оп the other hand, it has invited the moni- 
toring team, as well as other interested parties, 
to come to Mt. Kararao to dispel "once and for 
all the suspicion that it was hiding terrorists. 


“WE sent out invitations to them. 

‘and Malaysian governments) last month and we 
are just waiting for their response,” said MILF 
spokesperson Eid Kabalu in a telephone interview. 

"We are open to anybody inspecting the 
area. There is already cooperation with the 
(Manila) government and we are willing to 
continue and strengthen this, he said, 

But while the MILF was committed to the 
peace talks, it was possible there were foreign 
militants operating out of its spheres of influ- 
'encein the south, he told Agence France Presse. 

"This is a Southeast Asian problem. We can't 
say there aren't any foreigners (militants) in 
Mindanao,” Kabalu said. "The point is there al 
ready is cooperation with government and we 
are willing to continue this and strengthen this.” 

But Kabalu was quick to point out that a visit 
bby the monitoring team to Mt. Kararao would be 
subject to the Terms of Reference being drafted 
by the Malaysian and Philippine governments 
and the MILE The Terms of Reference wil lay 
down the guidelines forthe deployment of the 
international monitoring team ín the county. 

‘The joint Coordinating Committee on the 
Cessation of Hostilities (CCCH) of the govern- 
ment and the MILF is expected to visit Mt. 
Kararao early next month ahead of the arrival 
ofthe main international monitoring team, 

Cruz said the bulk of the main monitoring 
team, consisting of around 60 individuals, is ex- 
pected in the country the middle of next month, 

"he formal resumption of peace talks be- 
tween the government and the MILF in Kuala 
Lumpur is expected to follow soon after the visit. 

"The nine-man advance party also paid a visit 
оп Armed Forces chief of staff Gen. Narciso 
Abaya after their сай on Cruz. The party is ex- 
pected to call on Foreign Secretary Alberto Ro- 
mulo before fiying to Mindanao. 


Solon takes back resignation 


By Carlito Pablo 


REP Antonio Díaz (Lakas) last night took back 
his offer to resign as the representative of the. 
second district of Zambales. 

Diaz withdrew his resignation four days af- 
ter he had informed Speaker Jose de Venecia 
‘on Sept. 9 that he was vacating his congres- 
sional seat. 

Ina letter to the Speaker's office last night, 
Diaz said he was heeding the advice of his 
friends in Congress, particularly De Venecia, 
to reconsider his earlier decision. 

"On deeper reflection, 1 have realized that. 
tendering my resignation will deprive my 
constituency of representation in Congress 
for almost two years; Diaz said in the letter. 

Де said that by resigning, his constituents 


"will be surely orphaned.” 

"Taking care of my constituents is my 
paramount duty; he added. 

Majority Leader Rep. Prospero Nograles 
(Lakas, Davao City) had said that Diaz had 
until today to reconsider his decision or the 
House committee on rules, which Nograles 
chairs, would submit his resignation letter to 
the plenary for approval. 

In his resignation letter, Diaz had said it 
was no longer an honor to serve as a member 
of Congress. 

In subsequent radio interviews, he admit. 
ted that among his reasons for resigning were 
his failure to be appointed one of the deputy 
speakers of the House and the difficulty һе 
was encountering in securing funds, appar- 
ently pork barrel, for projects in his district 
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7 drown in raging Bulacan river; 1 1 still missing 


By Carmela Reyes 
PDI Central Luzon Desk. 


ite 

Missing was 9-year-old Mark 
Alvin Pineda, 

Legaspi said the bodies of the sev- 
еп victims were fetrieved one by 
one on Monday, some as far as 14 
kilometers from the spot where they 
went out for a swim, by policemen, 
soldiers and village officials from 
Biak-na-Bato and nearby Barangay 
San Juan. 

Investigation showed the victims 
went for a swim in the river at the 
Biak-na-Bato National Park at 
around 2 p.m. on Sunday after at- 
tending a baptismal party in Baran- 
gay San Juan. 

"They were carried away by the strong 


current when trained at 5:30 p.m. 

"lega logging had denuded tid" 
surrounding hills, allowing rainwa- 
тег to quickly swell the river in the ; 
historic park popular with spe-| 
Junkers, picnickers and swimmers, | 
police said. 

А resident who served as the vic- 
tims’ guide had warned them to get! 
out of the river but the victims Iga | 
nored her, Legaspi зай 

"People were warning them lo| 
stay off the river, which had sudden: | 
ly swelled and become choppy, but | 
they were hard-headed,” Legaspi |: 
told The Associated Press by tele- 
phone, With an APreport 


SAN MIGUEL, Bulacan—six chil- 
dren from Metro Manila and an 
adult companion drowned while an- 
other child remained missing on 
Sunday after they were swept away 
by the strong currents of the Biak- 
na-Bato river here, 

Chief Insp. Prudencio Legaspi, lo- 
cal police chief, identified the fat 
ties as Bessie Sanchez, 4; Mitchelyn 
Anne Santiago, 7; Mark Robert Pine- 
da, 12; Gladys Villongco, 9; Yahnie 
Rivero, 13; Diether Capalad, 8, and 
Marian Santiago, 26. 
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QUORUM QUESTIONED 
High court recalls 


death sentence 
on rape convict 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


THE SUPREME Court has recalled 
its decision affirming the death 
sentence on a rape convict after he 
pointed out that only seven of the 
14 high court justices signed the 
ruling affirming his conviction. 

Ina three-page resolution dat- 
ed Sept. 7, the tribunal set the 
case of conviet Gerry Н. Ebio for 
re-deliberation after it noted that 
the Constitution was silent on 
"whether having only seven jus- 
tices present in an en banc ses- 
sion constitute a quorum. 

"Considering that the life of 
the accused is at stake, we deem 
it wise to resubmit the case to the. 
Court en banc for redelibera- 
tion,” the high court said. 

‘The Sorsogon Regional Trial 
Court had convicted Ebio for rap 
ing his 11-year-old daughter. On 
Oct. 14, 2002, the Supreme Court 
affirmed his conviction and his 
death sentence. 

But in his motion fór reconsid- 
eration, Ebio pointed out that on- 
ly seven out of the 14 Supreme 
Court justices signed the ruling 
since the other seven were on of- 
ficial leave at that time, 

Ebio raised the issue of 
whether the votes of only seven 


SC okays easier hiring 
by trial courts of sign 
language interpreters 


By Philip C. Tubeza 
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justices can validly impose the 
death penalty and whether there 
is a need for a quorum when the 
court sits in en banc. The high 
court agreed to take a second 
look at his ase. 

"There is no question that the. 
courts decision in this case was 
concurred in by the majority of 
the members of the court who ac- 
tually took part in the delibera- 
tions. It was in fact unanimously 
signed by the seven justices who 
were present during the delibera- 
tions,” the court said. 

"The issue now is whether the 
seven constitute a quorum of the 
14-member court,” it added. 

However, the tribunal noted 
that the 1987 Constitution “does 
not expressly state the number of 
justices required to be present to 
constitute a quorum of the court 
enbanc.” 

It added that the deliberations 
of the 1986 constitutional com- 
mission were also silent on what 
constitutes a quorum when the 
court is composed of only 14 
members. 

“In case of doubt in a criminal 
case, especially where the denth 
penalty is imposed, the doubt 
should be resolved in favor of the 
accused,” the high court said. 
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то HELP the hearing- and speech-impaired 
and to avoid trial delays, Chief Justice Hilario 
Davide Jr. on Friday made it easier for courts 
around the country to hire sign language in- 
terpreters. 

In a memorandum, Davide authorized 
court administrator Presbitero Velasco Jr to 
grant requests of trial court judges to hire sign. 
anguage interpreters in their salas to help the 
hearing- and speech-impaired litigants and 
‘witnesses during court proceedings. 

"The order is expected to facilitate cases 
before trial courts involving parties or wit- 
nesses who may require a sign language inter- 
preter to be fully understood," Davide said. 

"The hiring of such services would also pre- 


vent the possible miscarriage of justice,” he 
added. 

Before, the Office of the Court Administra- 
tor had to ask the permission of the Supreme 
Court before allowing a trial court judge to 
hirea sign language interpreter procedure 
that sometimes caused delays. 

"But under Memorandum Order No. 59- 
2004, Davide not only allowed the court ad- 
ministrator to grant requests to hire inter 
preters, he was also authorized to fix their 
fees ona per-day or a per-appearance basis. 

Davide said the fees shall be charged 
against the savings in appropriations for the 
lower courts. 
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House wants PR expert 
to handle image problem 


From page Al 


grafteridden pork barrel, the 
House is considering hiriñg a 
PR expert who can change the 
public perception that the 
chamber has degenerated into 
aden of thieves, 

Rep. Robert Ace Barbers 
(Lakas, Surigao del Norte) 
yesterday disclosed the 
House plan as he announced 
that he was resigning as the 
majority blocs spokesper- 
son. 

"А politician like me can't. 
do it, It has to be a profes- 
sional practitioner whose 
sole focus is the image-build- 
ing of the House,” Barbers 
said. 

For years, the House has 
been hounded by reports that 
its lawmakers have been 
greasing their palms with 
kickbacks from their multi 
million-peso pork barrel. 
House members are each al- 
lotted a P70-million pork bar- 
rel in the Cabinet's proposed 
national budget that they are 
supposed to scrutinize—a 
case of conflict of interest 
that has further eroded the 
chamber's credibility. 

In the face of the fiscal cri- 
sis, the Catholic Church and 
other sectors have been pres- 
suring lawmakers from both 
the House and Senate to give 
up their pork barrel—an aus- 
terity measure that is expect- 
ed to save the government 
about P20 billion annually. 


‘Ridiculous’ 

For his part, Rep. Teodoro 
Locsin Jr. (PDP-Laban, 
Makati) dismissed as “ridicu- 


lous” the House planto hire a 
PRexpert. 

"PR can't save Congress 
anymore. It's a pity that it has 
come to this," Locsin said. 

“Then Congressman Joker 
Arroyo once said that the 
House was the intelligent 
chamber, We (the House) do 
all the technical work in the 
preparation of bills, The Sen- 
ate does all the posturing,” 
he said. 

Locsin said that only the 
House itself could improve 
its own image by, among oth- 
er things, asserting its inde- 
pendence from Malacafiang, 
and strictly guarding its func- 
tion of making laws and its 
power over the purse. 

“Everything emanates 
from Malacafiang. People are 
asking: What’s the House 
for? Congress is always sub- 
servient,” he said. 

Barbers said the idea of hir- 
ing a PR practitioner for the 
House surfaced in a caucus 
last week amid calls for 
Congress to give up its pork 
barrel. 

But because the chamber 
had no budget for such an un- 
dertaking, Barbers said it 
was suggested that lawmak- 
ers dip into their own pockets 
to pay for the services of the 
PRexpert. 

“It will be the contribution 
ofall congressmen,” said Bar- 
bers, chair of the House com- 
mittee on accounts. 

The lawmaker was previ- 
ously being considered the 
spokesperson for the entire 
House, but the minority bloc 
insisted on having its own 
talking heads. 
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PGH nurses go bald, demand pay hike 


From page Al 
increase proposed by the union 
because they, too, are having dif- 
ficulty meeting thelr basic needs, 
according to Sionzon. The cost of 
living for a family of six in Metro 
Manila as of November 2003 was 
estimated at P16,739.70 а 
month, or P557.99 daily. 

Resident physicians are over- 
worked. Despite being on duty 
up to 36 hours straight, they 
still have to attend to adminis- 
trative matters, according to 
Sionzon. 

The РОН Physicians Associa- 
tion urged Congress to legislate a 
salary increase for health workers 
in government hospitals and in- 
crease the budget for government 
hospitals” to encourage doctors 
and nurses to practice in the 
country, 

‘The hospital, which is under 
the administration of the University of the 
Philippines Manila, was given a Pl-billion 
budget by the national government for this 
fiscal year, 

“The government should increase the 
salary to keep our health professionals in 
the Philippines and give enough budget to 
improve medical facilities and supplies of 
hospitals so they could serve better,” Sion- 
zon said. 

About 30 PGH employees were lined up for 
a haircut at the PGH flag pole at noon yester- 
day. A noise barrage followed. 


Migrants 

Similar protest actions are set at the Tondo 
Medical Center, Jose Reyes Memorial Medical 
Center, Philippine Children's Medical Center 
and the Philippine Heart Center. 

Sionzon warned that health service in 
the country would further deteriorate if 
the government could not keep its health 
experts. 

‘Data from the Philippine Overseas Employ- 
ment Administration showed that from 1996 
то 2002, 3,657 doctors, 16,124 nurses, 1,095 
midwives and 543 medical technologists had 
left for work abroad, although the POEA ad- 
mitted that there were more who left as mi- 
grants and did not go through the POEA. (See 
table.) 

‘The government has created a technical 
working group to trace the flight of nurses 
and the compensation package they re- 
ceive abroad, and then find ways to bring 
them back to. ће country after a few 
years. 

"The UP Institute for Health Policy and De- 
velopment Studies said that one concern for 
Filipino health workers who go abroad was 
the lack of opportunities to practice in the 
Philippines when they come back. 


Ц 
HEALTH workers at the Philippine General Нозр! 


ital and the University of the Philippines Manila show off 
their shaved heads to dramatize thelr сай fora P3,000 across-the-board salary Increase for all 
government employees. 
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Students win scholarships to school for rich 


From page Al 


and а monthly allowance for three school 
years. 

In all, six teams from Metro Manila, Leyte, 
Davao City and South Cotabato participated 
in the “Fourth Global Dimensions Olympi 
‘The Search for Dr, Walter Leibrecht Scholars, 
organized by the SFC, with the Rotary Club of 
Makati Salcedo. 

Itwas the third straight year that the СКС 
topped the competition, named after the 
founder of an SFC affiliate, the Florida-based 
Schiller International University. 


How to score 

“Tm speechless; it was very exciting,” said 
СКС team captain Dexter Joseph Tan as he 
‘emerged from second and last leg of the quiz 
bee, held at the Insular Life Auditorium in Al- 
abang, Muntinlupa City. The entire contest. 
had taken four hours, 

Тап and his teammates—Charless William 
Ang, Angela Lisandra Lee, Sam Christian Lee, 
Jason Sim and Dyane Blythe Uy—agreed that 
their win hadn't been just a matter of know- 
ing the right answers. 

"That often came only next to hitting the 
‘buzzer ahead of the opponent, they sald, Two. 
equally important factors in scoring points, 
they added, were anticipating the questions 
and giving the accurate response within the 
prescribed time limit, 

According to Ten, the team worked very 
hard with their coaches Finina Contreras, 
Sanet Hipolito, Cynthia Yap and Brenda Ong. 
Nonstop reviews sometimes took the whole 
day he sald. 

Apparently, this routine could get under 
one's skin, The СКС students, who dedi 
cated their victory "to God and to our 
school," skipped the cocktail reception 
following Fridays competition because 
they were preparing for another one the 
next day. 

The quiz bee teams had grappled with 
questions in Math, English, natural and physi- 
cal sciences, world history, geography, inter- 
national personalities, social studies, the arts, 
and information technology. 


‘Something for everyone 
‘Third placer was the Eastern Visayas cam- 
pus of the Philippine Science High School. 
‘The three other teams who made it to the se- 
mi-finals came from the Ateneo de Davao Uni- 
j the Muntinlupa Science High School, 
and the Dole Philippines School in Polo- 
molok, South Cotabato. 
Actually, everyone went home a winner. 


As runners-up, the QCSHS team members 
each received а 90-percent SFC scholar- 
ship; the PSHS students, 80 percent; those 
ofthe Ateneo, Muntinlupa and Dole teams, 
60 percent. More than 340 students—from 
58 other schools—who made it to last 
month's qualifying examinations, were au- 
tomtatically awarded a SO-percent scholar- 
ship each. 

Dole's Lear Baldostamon, 15, got a 100- 
present scholarship on his own for geting the 

ighest score during that initial screening, to 
which the participating schools had sent six 
candidates each. 

"T was not really going for an [individual] 
award. just did my best for my school, myself 
and God," Baldostamon told the Inquinen. He 
said he Intended to take up International 
Business, major in Information Techology, at 
бес, . 

Dole finished fourth, but Baldostamon said 
his teammates were all happy with what they 
got. After all, he said, they had competed with 
possibly the best students in the country. 


Beauty and brains 

Tn an interesting sidelight, another Dole 
team member, 16-year-old Mercedita Ni 
tividad, was cited for having won a beauty 
pageant, "Diwata ng Polomolok,” on 
Thursday. 

"The quiz hosts called her on stage to walk 
and pose. “I invite tourists to go to Polomolok. 
1з a peaceful town where Christians and 
Muslims live happily" she said. The audience. 
was charmed. 

Natividad, who said she wanted to be a 
doctor someday, had opted to come to Manila 
for the SFC contest instead of attending the 
post-pageant parade in her town, also on Fri- 
ay, The quiz bee presented the bigger help. 
for her future, she explained, 

"The brainy “Diwata” also promoted Kalsan- 
gi, her hometown's main tourist attraction. It 
had a climate like Baguio's, she said, as well 
as resorts, golf courses, and pienie groves 
amid pine forests. 


Not just for the rich 

Dr. Rodolfo Ibañez, SFC president, said 
the college sought to keep its number of 
scholars to 20 percent of the student popu- 
lation, It offers three-year courses in Inter- 
national Business, International Market- 
ing, Advertising and Public Relations Man- 
agement, Information Technology, Com- 
puter Science and Hotel and Restaurant 
Management. 

‘Through the Leibrecht grants, Ibañez 
said, the SFC was reaching out to gifted 


m , 


high school seniors across the country, Не 
admitted that the school, established in 
1998, used to be limited to children of af- 
fluent families because of high tuition. 
Now, he said, it was able to offer the same 
curriculum as other international schools 
abroad, at one third of the cost of studying 
overseas 

For any of the three-year courses, a student 
pays a $21,000 tuition, or $7,000 a year. 

Freshmen take up a six-week remedial pro- 
gram in English, Math and Science, to fully 
prepare for their courses, Ibañez sad. 

Alfred Milevot, chair of the School of Busi- 
ness and Management, pointed out that the 
scholars obviously motivated the other stu- 
dents, and that many seemed intent on pursu- 
ing post-graduate courses in Schiller and in 
other SFC affiliares—the LH.M.E.S, (Institute 
of Hospitality Management and English Stud- 
les) International Hotel School in the Isle of 
Man, United Kingdom; London City College, 
and the American City University in 
‘Wyoming. 

“The scholars are doing very wel,” Ibañez 
told the кова, "We have to give it to them; 
they are truly wellselected.” 


Correction 


IN THE SUNDAY issue, а joint caption in 
the Lifestyle column "Diplomatic Swit!” 
оп Page C2 misstated the names of the 
people in two photographs, Below are 
the two photos and their correct cap- 
tion, 


MICHAEL Chan and Mrs. Zita (eft photo). 
At right photo is businessman-arist Jose 
Mari Chan (righ) with Mx Tom Zita 

Readers may end their requests for correc- 
tion of facil rors "ue fo dery ipe, 
Фу, edion. Philippine Daily Inquires 
Bilding, Chino Roces Avenue corner Mascar- 
do Stret, Makati Су; fax No 897-479394; 
mall addresses: 0 @inquirercom ph and 
prm) 

"Complaints about lack of fairness or obj 
йу may Be sent to йаш Palabrica, readers 
‘advocate the same address and fax nimbers as 
those oj the diy editor ond стай ad- 
dresrrpalabrica@inqurrercom ph. 
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Massive Luzon railway projects to cost at least = 


Ву бй C. Cabacungan Jr. 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo's massive 
railway infrastructure development projects 
in Metro Manila and Northern and Southern 
Luzon are expected to drag the country deep- 
erinto debt by at least $5 billion. 

Based on the Department of Transportation 
and Communication’ status report on the rail- 
way projects (a copy was obtained by the IN- 
ошти), at least six urban railway projects in 
Metro Manila and two railroad projects for the 
rest of Luzon—North Rail and South Rail—are 
under evaluation or have been approved or en- 
dorsed for approval by Ms Arroyo under her 
Strong Republic Transit System. 

Socioeconomic Planning Secretary Romulo 
Neri, in an interview last week, said that these 
projects would be funded from the official de- 
velopment assistance (ODA) and private 
loans all guaranteed by the national govern- 
ment, Neri said the government had no choice 
but to undertake these railroad projects, de- 
spite the fiscal crisis, because these were sore- 
ly needed by the economy. 

The six urban railway projects and their 
targeted implementation date are the $200- 
million Edsa MRT extension (2005), $958- 
million MRT 4 from Old Bilibid prison to 
Batasan in Quezon City (2005), $842.87-mil- 
lion Light Rail Transit 1 southern extension 
(2006), $204-million Mass Rail Transit 


(MRT) 2 Masinag extension (2006), $1.428- 
billion MRT 7 from the Malinta exit of the 
North Luzon Expressway to Fairview to North 
Avenue (2007), and MRT 8 from Sta. Mesa 
Manila to Angono, Rizal (2008). 

‘The two major railroad projects for Luzon 
are the $503-million North Rail project from 
Caloocan to Malolos (2004) and the $64-mil- 
lion South Rail (2005). 

‘The railroad projects are expected to cost 
much higher since planners pegged the for- 
eign exchange rate at P53 to $1. 

Ms Arroyo is aggressively pushing for the 
implementation of these railroad projects al- 
though she admitted that the governments 
fiscal crisis was brought about by mounting 
payments on loans incurred by government- 
owned and controlled corporations, specifi- 
cally the National Power Corp. 

In one of her weekly Pulong Bayan late last 
month, the President ordered her officials to 
rush the implementation of these projects 
specifically North Rail, that were needed to 
decongest Metro Manila and spread econom- 
ic wealth to other provinces in Luzon, 

Philippine Export Confederation president Ser- 
gio Ortiz Lus sai that while he believed the rail- 
Toad projects should be treated as an investment 
rather than an expense, the govemment should 
take extra care in choosing the best financing 
terms, technology and ensuring these projects vi- 
ability with the least government support. 


Bright future for bio-fuel seen 


By Norman Bordadora 


‘THE DEPARTMENT of Agriculture is pushing 
for the development of ethanol as a viable 
bio-fuel for gas-fed engines, according to 
Agriculture Secretary Arthur Yap. 

"This came after the Philippines and Thai- 
land agreed to come up with regional fuel 
standards for the use of the sugar by-product 
asa gasoline additive. 

Yap sees a bright future in this direction for 
the country’s fledgling bio-fuel sector since 
the Philippines is exporting sugar and has an 
excess production of 230,000 metric tons that 
"traders are selling ata loss.” 

"This could be used in producing ethanol, а 
by-product of the sugar industry" Yap said. 

Aside from ethanol, the agriculture department 
"has been pushing for the development of coco 
diesel as another viable fuel blend for engines. 

Yap advocated the promotion of bio-fuels 
as reliable and indigenous alternatives t6 


crude ой especially since they are "cleaner" 
‘than petroleum products, 

‘Asa fuel alternative, ethanol ean be used in 
three ways: It can be blended with gasoline; it 
can be used as a component of reformulated 
gasoline; or it сал used as а primary fuel with 
gasoline as a blend. 

A joint statement by Energy Secretary Vin- 
cent Perez and Thai Energy Minister Prommin 
Lertsuride) after their meeting in Bangkok 
confirms that "there is an abundance of agri- 
cultural products within the Asean that may 
be used as feed stocks for the production of 
bio-fuels suchas ethanol.” 

1а their meeting, the two energy chiefs 
agreed to develop ethanol as an alternative 
transport fuel and conduct research on the 
feasibility of its use. They will also enjoin car 
manufacturers doing business in the Asean to 
make vehicle engines ethanol fuel compliant, 
while working on the technical specification 
of the fuel blend. 
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By Nelson Forte Flores 


FORTYEIGHT policemen from Metro 
Manila and Central Luzon tested positive 
for drug use after last month's random 
testing of more than 1,000 law enforcers. 

Administrative proceedings have been 
initiated against the drug-using police- 
men, Philippine National Police Deputy 
Director General Ricardo de Leon said 
yesterday. The Anti-Illegal Drugs Special 


Operations Task Force chief declined to 
identify the lawmen pending the conclu- 
sion ofthe investigation. 

De Leon said AIDSOTF lawyers were al- 
so studying the possibility of fling a crimi- 
nal case against the 48 policemen for vio- 
lating the provisions of Republic Act No. 
9165 (Comprehensive Dangerous Drugs 
‘Actof the Philippines for 2001). 

‘Of the 21 Metro Manila-based drug- 
using policemen, eight were detalled 


‘TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14,2004 


with the Central Police District Office, 
four each from the Easter and Southem 
Police District Offices, three from the 
Northern Police District Office and two- 
from the Western Police District Office, 
He added that three were even members 
ofanti-narcotics units and “were involved. 
inant-illegal drug operations." 

He said the remaining 27 policemen 
were from Central Luzon. 

De Leon vowed to conduct more ran- 


Metro, CL cops test positive for drug use 


dom drug tests nationwide to rid the 
PNP of drug users. 

He also plans to meet with religious 
and community leaders to ask their 
help in the government's war against il- 
legal drugs. 

“What we are planning to do in the 
first 100 days is to form linkages with the 
religious and the private sectors and the 
academe to strengthen this campaign 
against illegal drugs, De Leon said. 
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Palace asked to explain P50-B 
overspending in 2004 budget 


By Cynthia D. Balana 


HOUSE Minority Leader Rep. Francis Escud- 
ето (NPC, Ist dist, Sorsogon) yesterday 
asked Malacafiang to explain why the govern- 
ment had so far overspent the reenacted 2003 
budget by over P50 billion this year. 

Ina press conference, Escudero said the over- 
spending was discovered by congressmen who 
were scrutinizing documents submitted by the 
Department of Budget and Management for the. 
proposed 2005 national budget. 

Escudero said that since the government 
was operating under a reenacted budget this 
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year, it could not spend more than the P804- 
billion outlay approved in 2003, 

He said documents showed, however, that 
the government had already spent P861 
lion so far this year. This exceeds the 2004 
budget by P57 billion with more than three 
months to go in the year. 

“This is а big question because it tums out the 
government has already overspent by over PSO 
billion. This is why we have this fiscal crisis be- 
cause of the misuse of public funds, not because 
flack of revenues," Escudero said. 

Asked where the excess spending went, һе 
said the government still followed the budget. 
proposal for 2004 even if Congress failed to pass 
the appropriation for lack of time, which resulted 
inthe reenactment ofthe 2003 budget. 

"Where did the government get the power 
and the authority to spend more than what 
was allocated by Congress? This is clearly а 
violation of the law, a violation of the General 
Appropriations Act,” he said. 

"Told that the overspending may be due to 
inflation and the high foreign exchange rate, 
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Escudero said this was beside the point. 

“This is a reenacted budget. You cannot spend. 
more than what was approved,” he said. 

Escudero said the government had no right 
to impose new taxes on the people when it 

X explain its misuse of public funds. 
jority Leader Rep. Prospero Nograles, 

meanwhile, said all departments and line agen- 
cies of the government should prepare to make 
sacrifices and slash their budgets by as much as 
40 percent as part of cost saving measures. 

Nograles said it was not easy for congress- 
men, particularly those who belonged to poor 
districts to agree to cut or abolish their pork 
barrel allocations. 

“Many congressmen really depend on their 
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‘Tuesday, September 14, 2004 
‘The Exaltation of the Cross 

1stReading: 

2nd Reading: Phil 2: 

Gospel Jn 3:13-17 

Jesus said to Nicodemus, "No one has ever 
gone up to heaven except the one who came 
from heaven, the Son of Man. 

"As Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
desert, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, so 
that whoever believes in him may have eter- 
nal lif, 

"Yes, God so loved the world that he gave 
his only Son that whoever believes in him. 
may not be lost, but may have eternal life. 
God did not send the Son into the world to 
condemn the world instead, through him the 
world isto be saved." 

Commentary 

‘NICODEMUS cannot have been a very great 
teacherand Jesus hinted it because Jews at 
that time spoke of converts to Judaism as peo- 
ple who were "born again." He didn't seem. 
quite to understand this expression. 

The Varieties of Religious Experience by 
William James, first issued in 1902, isan en- 
during classic. There he illustrates the contrast 
between the "once-born" and the "twice-born" 
(or "born again") Christian. The soul of the. 
once-born (or "healthy-minded," as he calls 
them) "is of a sky-blue tint their affinities are. 
rather with flowers and birds and all enchant- 
ing innocencies than with dark human pas- 
sions [they] can think no ill of man or God. 
They have a certain complacency and perhaps 
romantic sense of excitement." In contrast to 
these, the "twice-born" or “morbid-minded” are 
more likely to feel that "from the bottom of ev- 
ery fountain of pleasure, as the old poet said, 
something bitter rises up." All natural happi- 
ness is infected; there is a deep sense of sin and 
failure. To people of this stamp, the attitude of 
the once-born seems “unspeakably blind and 
shallow,” while to the once-bora the attitude of 
these "seems unmaniy and diseased.” 

These are still battling it out, under new 
names: "creation-centered spirituality" versus 
"sin/redemption spirituality" Original bless- 
ing or original sin? Nature or the Cross? But we 
‘mustn't forget that it was the same Jesus who 
said, "Behold the lilies of the field...” and who 
died on the Cross. The challenge, as always, is 
to refuse to become partisan, but rather to en- 
ter into the drama and refuse to be limited by 
label 
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ESCUDERO d 
Priority Development Assistance Fund to serve 
their constituents but we are all prepared to do 
whatever is necessary to avert a full-blown fis- 
cal crisis, Various departments and line agencies. 
should do the same," he said. 

Nograles said government-owned and con- 
trolled corporations (GOCCs) should also re- 
duce their financial dependence on the national 
government since large government funds were. 
‘being wasted to sustain their operations 

"These GOCCs should not be part of the prob- 
Jem but the solution, We cannot keep on sustain- 
ing these institutions, wasting a lot of govem- 
ment money which ought to go to social services 
such as health care and housing,” he said. 


Mayon spews out fragments 
but Phivolcs rules out explosion 


LEGASPI CITY—The historic Mayon vol- 
cano spewed out fragments amid signs that 
magma was rising in its crater, a state mon- 
itoring official said yesterday. 

Ed Villacore of the Philippine Institute of 
Volcanology and Seismology (Phivoles) said 
that volcanic material was emitted by Mayon 
late Sunday, possibly due to rising gas pres- 
sure. The volcanic material set fire to the 
grass on the volcano’ slopes, he added. 

Monitoring instruments also indicated 
that the Albay volcano had magma risi 
toward its crater, intensifying the glow in 
the crater so that it was visible to the naked 
eye, Villacorte said. 

But he minimized the danger, saying “there 
is magma going up but the volume is not yet 
big enough to create a volcanic explosion.” 

Phivolcs resident voleanologist Eduardo 
Laguerta said that Mayon still remains on 
alert level two, meaning that the volcano is 
undergoing abnormal activity but an erup- 
tion isnot yet imminent, 

He emphasized that people should stay 
ош of the 6-km danger zone around the 
volcano in case of any sudden eruptio 

‘The volcano, a famous tourist attraction, 
last erupted in February 2000 although no 
one was directly killed by the eruption. 

Its deadliest eruption was in 1911 when 
more than 1,000 people were believed 
killed, АЕР 


RP consulate in HK 
still open Sundays 
By Tj Burgonio 


THE PHILIPPINE Consulate in Hong Kong 
will stay open on Sundays. 

Foreign Secretary Alberto Romulo an- 
nounced yesterday that the consulate in Chi- 
na's special administrative region would re- 
main open on Sundays о serve the more than 
100,000 Filipinos working there. 

His announcement eame in the wake of 
protests by domestic workers over the proposal 
by Consul General Corazon BelmontesJover to 
close the consulate on Sundays in keeping with 
the government's austerity program. 

Romulo said the consulate staff would contin- 
ue to work on Sundays "to facilitate the delivery 
of consular and related services” to the estimated 
124,000 workers based in Hong Kong. 

‘At present, the consulate is closed on Fri- 
days and Saturdays but is open on Sundays. It 
started opening on Sundays two years ago fol- 
lowing a massive campaign by the United 
ipinos in Hong Kong and Coalition Against 
Government Exactions. 
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E. Timor seeks RP support to join Asean forum 


DILI—East Timors Foreign Minister Jose 
Ramos-Horta will seek support for his impov- 
erished country's bid to join a major regional 
security forum during a forthcoming trip to 
Manila, his office said Monday. 

Ramos-Horta is due to begin a two-day offi- 
cial visit to the Philippines on Tuesday, where 
talks will focus on the possibility of Dili becom- 
ing a member of the ASEAN Regional Forum. 

He will then fly on to New York where he 
will attend the 59th session of the United Na- 
tions General Assembly. 

"The objective of the visit is to further 
strengthen bilateral relations between the two 
countries and to exchange views on common 
interests regarding regional and international 
issues," Ramos-Horta said before leaving Dili. 

“Timor Leste will also use the visit to seek the 
Philippines support for Timor Leste? bid to join 
the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF)," he added. 

ARF links the 10 members of the Associa- 
tion of Southeast Asian Nations with 13 other 
Asia-Pacific states and the European Union. 

Membership of the group would be a major 
‘boost East Timor also known as Timor Leste, as 
the former Indonesian province struggles for sta- 
bility two years after achieving full independence. 


Muslim schools 
to start teaching 
English, Filipino 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


THE MADARIS or traditional Muslim schools 
‘would soon teach English, Filipino and other 
mainstream subjects to their students. 

“Opening up our madrasah (singular of 
madaris) would disabuse the government 
from thinking that its a breeding ground for 
terrorists,” said Maulama Faisal Abdullah of 
the Autonomous Region of Muslim Min- 
danao's Department of Education. 

"This is a giant step. This is a landmark ac- 
complishment,” said Manaros Boransing, ed- 
‘cation undersecretary for Mindanao affairs. 

‘The madaris, which follow the Middle East 
curriculum, have remained unrecognized by 
the government. This will soon change. 


Integration plan 

А DepEd team led by Boransing and Mus- 
lim educators have been collaborating forthe 
last three years to integrate the madaris into 
the mainstream educational system. 

‘Last month, they finally came up with a stan- 
dard curriculum for elementary public schools 
in the ARMM and the privately-run madaris 

“Public schools do not include Arabic lan- 
guage and Islamic values so Muslims are igno- 
Fant of their religion and the language of the 
Holy Qua-an," the DepEd pointed out. “On the 
other hand, private madaris do not follow the 
Philippine education curriculum, so their stu- 
dents become foreigners in their own country" 

Under the standard curriculum, which will be 
implemented next school year, the madaris 
would reach English and Filipino alongside their 
regular subjects of Arabic, Bangsamoro history 
and Islamic studies. The following subjects 
‘would also be taught: Math (Hisab), Science and 
Health (Oloom was Sihhat) and Makabayan (lj- 
timaiyah) which consists of Muslim culture and 
history Physical Education and the Ars. 


Islamic values 

‘Also starting next school year, public ele- 
mentary schools in the ARMM, would also 
teach Arabic and Islamic values alongside the 
regular subjects of English, Filipino, Science 
and Health, Math and Makabayan. 

Like the public schools, the madaris have 
six years in the elementary level 

"We want our students to learn Arabic so 
theyll understand the Koran,” Abdullah said. 

“And since they'll be learning English, this 
means our (madaris) students can go to uni- 
versity” he said. 

The DepEd team said it aimed for a “smooth 
transfer of students from public schools to pri 
vate madaris and vice versa.” 

The new curriculum would “unify the long 
history of dichotomy among Muslims, pro- 
‘mote Filipino national identity, and at the 
same time preserve the Muslims cultural her- 
itage," the team said. 

‘The order for the standard curriculum was 
опе of the last documents signed by former. 
Education Secretary Edilberto De Jesus be- 
fore he stepped down on Sept. 1. 


Pentagon man 
nabbed in South 


By Alcuin Papa 


A MEMBER of the Pentagon kidnap-or-ransom. 
gang was arrestd by the Philippine Marines in 
Sultan Kudarat, Maguindanao on Saturday. 

A report from the Marines identified the 
suspectas Tantoh Alih, alias "Toni." 

"The suspect was nabbed inside a safehouse 
of the Pentagon group. 

Ali is believed to be involved in the kid- 
napping of a grains trader in 2000. 

Military intelligence has identified the Pen- 
tagon asa ragtag group of Muslims reportedly 
protected by the secessionist Moro Islamic 
Liberation Front. 

The United States has classified the group 
as а terrorists group after it abducted several 
foreigners in central Mindanao, where it 
mostly operates. 
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RAMOS-HORTA arriving today 


In New York, besides addressing the UN 
General Assembly, Ramos-Horta will attend а 
high-level meeting of world leaders to discuss. 
additional finances for the eradication of 
poverty and hunger worldwide. 

‘The minister will also travel to South Korea 
before returning home on Oct. 4. AFP 
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House pork barrel stays after all 


From pageAl 


flne item budgeting.” 
Asked if the senior House 
Members at the caucus merely 
dropped the name of the pork, of- 
ficially known as the Priority De- 
velopment Assistance Fund 
(PDAF), but retained their pork 
allocations, Escudero said, "well 
notall of the funds." 

"Under the proposed budget for 
2005 it submitted to the House, 
Malacafiang slashed by 40 per- 
dent the pork allocation for 
floüse members and senators to 
address the fiscal crisis. 
Without the reduction, each 
обе member is allocated P70 
ilion and each senator P200 

fon. 


Perception 
Rep. Juan Edgardo Angara 
JR lone district, Aurora) said 
дь was being abolished was 
perception that House mem- 
‘had complete control over 


con said the district projects 
бе identified by legislators 
‘would be in line with the priority 
jams of the government. 
‘Despite claims by some of his 


test ofthe pudding was in the eat- 
ing “Let us look at the end of the 
year if anyone has really given u 

Ti pork barrel among the cort- 
gresmen." 

"It remains to be seen whether 
that would be really fulfilled by 
Jose de Venecia," Sen. Aquilino 
Pimentel Jr. reacted. 


Power play 

But for Sen. Joker Arroyo, the 
House bid to scrap its pork barrel 
was part of a “power play” be- 
tween Congress and Mala- 
cafiang. 

"So let the best man win," said 
Arroyo who said the real question 
was “who will blink frst?” 

“Twill have to tell you that this 
is a very good game about scrap- 
ping the pork barrel and resorting 
to line item (budgeting),” he told 
reporters in the Senate. "I think 
you have to watch it because this 
is avery interesting game." 

‘Asked to explain further, Ar- 
тоуо said the move was merely 
"positioning" by Malacafiang and 
Congress. 

He earlier said the request of 
President Arroyo to serap by 40 
percent the PDAF of Congress 


“1f they will really abolish this 
(pork barre), then they should 
Teduce the budget commensu- 
rately” Enrile told reporters. 

Sen. Manuel Roxas II said he 
would await with “great and keen 
interest" the budget to be submit- 
ted by the House to the Senate. 

Roxas said the House bid to 
adopt a line item budgeting may 
provide transparency in the budget 
but he noted this was impractical. 

He said line budgeting would 
be an “impractical exercise” be- 
cause it would take a long time 
for Congress to approve the bud- 
get if it would take up each bud- 
get item line by line. 


Thanldul for gesture 

In Malacafiang, Press Secre- 
tary Ignacio Bunye could not as- 
certain whether the congression- 
al pork barrel would be scrapped 
starting next year. 

"That is something internal to 
the House. We have no way of 
confirming that, we just go by the 
newspaper reports; Bunye said 
ata press briefing. 

He said the President was thank- 
fal for the gesture of the House to 
do away with its pork barrel. 
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Nat'l treasurer resigns 


From page Al 


bond auction committee, where 
she often rejected bank demands 
for high interest rates on treasury 
bills and bonds to limit the gov- 
‘ernment’ financial obligations. 

Other officials had disagreed 
with her, the source said. 

Figueroa doubted that her res- 
ignation would spook the finan- 
cial markets. “Tve done it before. 
Itis fair to say they knew this was 
coming, she said. 

‘The stock market was closed 
when news of Figueroa's resigna- 
tion broke. Since the report had 
been circulating for some time, it 
жаз unlikely to end a nine-day 
stock rally analysts said. 

Still, some traders said news of 
Figueroa's resignation could hurt 
the peso and Philippine sovereign 
bonds as dis would add to the б, 
uncertainty over the country's fi- 
nancial situation. kea 

Ms Arroyo has launched a 
tough cost-cutting campaign, sus- 
pending all unnecessary trips by 


=з. 
FIGUEROA: Back to private sector АР 


gift-giving and celebrations and 
slashing the use of many govem- 
mentresources. 

Ms Arroyo, who has proposed 
mew taxes to ease the deficit, 
urged cooperation on Monday to 
preventa crisis. 

“This isa moment of sacrifice,” 
she said im a statement. "Our 
strategy is to avert a larger finan- 

1 crisis down the road, sustain 

nomic growth and protect the 
welfare of the most marginal sec- 
tors.” 

Ms Arroyo, a Georgetown Ur 
versity-educated economist, rat- 
ted financial markets last month 
by saying the country was in the. 
middle of a fiscal crisis. Her finan- 
cial advisers scrambled to reas- 
sure investors that the Philip- 
pines was still able to service its 
debt amounting to more than 
P5.4 trillion and manage the bud- 
get deficit estimated to hit P197.8 

isyear, With reports 
from Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. and 


Swift approval of wage bills vowed 


By Carlito Pablo 


WORKERS have something good 
1o look forward to in these diffi- 
cult times. 

Rep. Roseller Barinaga (NPC, 
Zamboanga del Norte), who 
chairs the House committee on 
labor, yesterday gave assurances 
of the quick passage of pending 
bills providing for a P125 legislat- 
ей daily pay increase for private 
Workers. 

Barinaga made the assur- 
ance as he noted that the pur- 
chasing power of the peso had 
fallen to only 55 centavos since 
1994. 

"The Р125 daily increase will 
in fact simply restore the purchas- 
ing power of workers back to 
1994 levels," he said. “Forty-four 
centavos have been eaten away 
from the peso's value through the 
years.” 

Barinaga, principal author of 
House Bill No. 345 providing for 


‘was questionable because the 
President herself enjoyed billions 
of pesos of pork barrel. 

The maverick senator suggest- 
ed that Ms Arroyo herself set the 
‘example by giving up her social wed like to thank them for this 
and intelligence funds and other very generous gesture,” he said. 
pork hidden in the yearly General “But what we would like to keep 
Appropriations Act. 

He sald the debate over the 
abolition of pork barrel was noth- 
ing new, saying that in the end 
the protagonists would reach a 
modus vivendi, 


Hidden pork 

Sen. Panfilo Lacson said that it 
would be easy to see where the. 
pork would be hidden. 

"Ihe budget of a certain depart- 
ment gets inflated, thats where 
they pur the pork,” Lacson said. 

He said the pork barrel of the 
House would just be hidden in 
various departments. 

“es like Tabatsoy (fat person), 
who told his friend that he would 
no longer eat pork,” he said. "But 
when he's alone, he partakes of 


agues that the pork was not 
iè scrapped, Rep. Prospero 
ichay (Lakas, Surigao del Sur) 
Slammed skeptics for describing 
the House decision to abolish the 
porkas a deceptive loy. 

“Perhaps these skeptics should 
show us the same brand of leader- 
Ship by sacrificing for the greater 
ood instead of constantly aiming 
their shots at lawmakers without 
bffering any solution to the fiscal 
problem," Pichay said. 

Senators appear to be ready to 
call the bluff of House leaders like 
De Venecia and Pichay to give up 
heir pork barrel. 

i Anumber of senators said they 
Would await with "great interest” 
e House version of the pro- 
sed 2005 national budget. 
f Senate President Franklin 
Drilon said the House version 
should end up P8 billion lower 
than the proposed P907.6-billion 
national budget for next year. 
, ЧЕ the statement is true that 
[ее deleting the pork ылы, 


“What we're saying now is this 
unilateral act on the part of the 
legislature is something that is 
welcome because this directly ad- 
dresses our financial problems and 


the wage increase, said the com- 
mittee would take only two meet- 
ings to finalize a consolidated bill 
before reporting it out for ap- 
proval by the plenary. 

Earlier, Representatives 
Crispin Beltran and Rafael Mari- 

both of the pary-list 
Anakpawis, filed House Bill No. 
1063 calling for an across-the- 
board pay hike of P125 a day. 

There has been no legislated 
wage increase since 1989 follow. 
ing the creation of the regional 
tripartite wage boards. 

These boards, composed of 
representatives from the labor 
department, workers and em- 
ployers, are tasked with deter 
mining wage adjustments in their 
respective regions. 

Rep. Renato Magtubo (Partido. 
mg Manggagawa) said that the 
committee on labor would start 
hearings on the bilis seeking 
‘wage increases this week. 

“We will defend it on the floor 


and convince the entire House 
that а wage increase is justified 
and reasonable in view of the 
hard times,” Magtubo said. 

Malacafiang had earlier said 
it wanted a wage freeze as in- 
creases in salaries would damp- 
еп business activity and lead to 
closures. 

In a statement, Beltran said a 
wage increase was “already a 
‘matter of survival for workers." 

“This is especially urgent 
amidst these endless rounds of oil 
price increases and its inevitable 
effect in raising the cost of basic 
goods and services in the coun- 
try" Beltran said, 

Barinaga will participate in а 
"solidarity lunch" scheduled for 
today with labor union represen- 
tatives in the House, 

The lunch will consist of rice, 
dried fish and salted eggs, which 
Beltran said were the usual fare 
of workers due to their small in- 
comes. 


financial problems," Bunye added. 

He said the line item budgeting 
proposed by the House would be 
"а litte more tedious" than the 
system of lump-sum appropria- 
tons, but Malacafiang was leav- 
ing the decision to the House, 

‘Bunye's deputy, Ricardo Salu- 
do, expressed apprehension that 
line item budgeting could delay 
the approval ofthe budget. 

“The congressmen who are 
pushing that are saying that they 
are ready to tackle the items one 
by one if line item budgeting will 
be resorted to. This means that 


еп the General Appropriations 
Bill that would come to us should 
elect the deletion by reducing 
tine (budget) by P40 million x 200 
congressmen. That should be the 
reduction," Drilon told reporters. 


pork.” 


Sen. Edgardo Angara said фе lY. 


For his part, Sen. Juan Ponce 
Enrile said he would support the 
House proposal provided it re- 
duced the budget corresponding- 


for instance instead of one lump. 
sum budget for irrigation, you 
will have to identify every irriga- 
tion project," he sald. With re- 
ports from Michael Lim Ubac 
and Juliet Labog-Javellana. 
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tiation, He was brought before Philippine Na- 
tional Police Director General Edgardo Agli- 
pay who then presented him to media. 

Waplle, in a collared shirt and denim pants, 
was wearing sunglasses when he appeared 
before reporters, escorted by PNP Western 
Mindanao commander Chief Supt. Servando 
Hizon and outgoing Criminal Investigation 
and Detection Group Director Arturo 
Lomibao. 

Aglipay ordered the suspect to remove his 
glasses, and the ex policeman did. 

‘Wapile's guards whisked him away before 
reporters could ask questions. 

‘Wapile was dismissed from the service on 
Jan. 8, 2003 айе? witnesses pointed to him as 
the man who allegedly shot Damalerio in May 
2002. 


Long line of slain journalists 

‘An anchor for RPN 9-dxKP based in Pagadi- 
ап, Damalerio was also managing editor of 
‘Zamboanga Scribe. He was one of at least 55 
josmaliss murdered in the county since 
democracy was restored in 1986 with the over- 
throw ofthe late dictator Ferdinand Marcos. 

‘Wapile was initially arrested last year but 
escaped after a few weeks. He had since been 
the object ofa police manhunt. 

Police are investigating a political angle in 
the murder Other suspects are also still being 
hunted. 

Gemma Wapile, who learned about the sur- 
render from the Inqumts, said she was having 
mixed feelings of happiness and anxiety. 

"The fear for her life and the safety of her 
family will remain until the mastermind is 
captured, Gemma said, 


Another witness in hiding 

“1 could not exactly explain what 1 am feel- 
ing right now,” she said. 

‘Another witness, Edgar Ongue, remains in 
hiding. 

Hizon said Wapile's surrender came about 
with the help of police regional intelligence 
chief Senior Supt. Angelito Casimiro and Crim- 
inal Investigation and Detection Group (CIDG) 
regional director Supt. Gregorio Pimentel, 

"The operation temporarily stopped last 
May because of the election,” Hizon said. "Af- 
ter President Macapagal-Arroyo маз pro- 
claimed, we resumed the search." 

“Luckily, we got the right connection and 
contact" Hizon said, referring to other civil 
ian officials who helped convince Wapile to 
surrender 

Hizon named the other officials as Misamis 
Occidental police chief Supt. Lindel Desquita- 
do, Ozamiz City Mayor Reynaldo Parohinog, 
Clarin town Mayor David Navarro and the un- 
de of the suspect identified only as Gener. 


He crossed powerful people 
The uncle according to Hizon, served as 


Г BEST COPY AVAILABLE  : 


Newsman's suspected killer yields 


chief negotiator. 

"Waplles wife Loumabel also cooperated 
with the police, Hizon added. 

Damalerio was shot by two men about 300 
meters away from the police headquarters. 

‘The killing occurred just as publishers and 
editors of community-based newspapers па- 
tionwide were taking part in a forum in Mani- 
la on media's role in politics and global terror- 
ism. 

In his opinion column titled "Markang X* 
and in his radio commentaries, Damalerio 
crossed powerful people in the community. 


Politicians and police 

Among them were former Environment 
Secretary Antonio Cerilles, his wife Zamboat 
ga del Sur Gov. Ашота Cerilles former Pag. 
dian City Mayor Warlito Pulmones and for- 
mer Vice Mayor Henrieto Dogon, whom 
Damalerio accused of graft 

The graft case stemmed from the city’s pur- 
chase of six Chariot vehicles estimated at P6 
million. 

Damalerio also criticized two police offi- 
cials for their supposed failure to curb the 
trade in illegal drugs, the "video karera" and 
illegal numbers games, and the spate of 
killings and car thefts in Pagadian and Zam- 
 boanga del Sur 

During his 5-6:30 p.m. radio program, 
Radyo Ronda, Damalerio regularly lambasted 
local officials and some police officers. 

Once, he obtained a purported copy of 
Governor Cerille? letter addressed to San 
Pablo Mayor Rolando Dolauta allegedly urg- 
ing the latter to file a petition opposing the 
proposed construction of an extension re- 
sional hospital іп San Miguel town. 

The project was funded by the pork barrel 
ofa political rival of the governor. 


A birthday gift 

Governor Cerilles denied writing the sup- 
posed letter to Dolauta. 

Aglipay, who celebrated his S6th birthday 
yesterday, had promised to solve all murder 
cases involving journalists and judges in the 
‘country and to arrest ай suspects involved in 
these cases. 

“This а good birthday gift for те,” Agli- 
pay joked to the reporters in Filipino. “Since 1 
took over, we have arrested suspects in the 
killings of two journalists and two judges." 

Police recently also arrested suspects in ће 
killings of radio reporter Arnel Manalo and 
Judge Voltaire Rosales of Batangas. 

The Mindanao Institute of Journalism had 
denounced Damalerio’s killing as "an act 
Which can only be perpetrated by cowards 
and by persons possessing twisted value sys- 
tems.” 

"While Edgar may not be a perfect model of 
а journalist, his courage in exposing corrup- 
tion and malpractice, among others, is un- 
‘equalled and is worthy of emulation," the in- 
stitute said. 
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15 more killed in new violence in Iraq 


FALLUJAH, Iraq—At least 15 people were killed as US jets spear- 
headed yet another assault on alleged al-Qaida fighters in Fallujah 
while Iraq's prime minister warned that key elections may be de- 


layed in areas of unrest. 


Meanwhile, Italy's Foreign Minister 
Franco Frattini was due in the Middle 
Easton an 11th-hour mission to win the. 
release of two kidnapped Italian wom- 
en after militants purportedly demand- 
ей Rome withdraw its troops from Iraq 
within 24 hours, 

In the Sunni Muslim insurgent 
hotspot of Fallujah, US troops launched 
airstrikes on aides of suspected al-Qaida 
operative Abu Mussab al-Zarqawi, the 
most wanted man in Iraq who is accused 
of masterminding some of the deadliest 
attacks in the 18-month-old insurgency. 

‘Multinational forces conducted а “sue- 


cessful precision strike on a confirmed 
‘Abu Musab al-Zarqawi terrorist meeting 
site in Fallujah,” the US military said. “In- 
telligence reports indicated that only Zar- 
qawî operatives and associates were at the 
‘meeting location at the time of the strike.” 

Zarqawi's group claimed responsibil- 
ity fora string of missile attacks and sui- 
cide bombings on Sunday, a bloody day 
which saw 45 people killed and scores 
more wounded across the country. 

But an undertaker and angry local 
residents ridiculed the US claims that. 
the victims were ай Zarqawi's aides. 

“So far we received 15 bodies. Among 


them is an ambulance driver and two 
nurses, plus five wounded who were in 
the ambulance when it was bombed,” 
said undertaker Falah Abdullah. 

Three pick-up vehicles trucked the 
bodies to the cemetery, where a crowd 
of furious griefstiden relatives 
washed and buried their loved ones, 
killed їп the pre-dawn and early mom- 
ing attacks, an AFP correspondent said. 

Four of the dead were killed after a 
US warplane struck a civilian car driv- 
ing along a new motorway west of Fal- 
Tujah, witnesses said. 

Hamid Abbas, 32, said his wind- 
screen smashed when the jet dropped 
its missile on the car in front. 

“All of a sudden I heard a powerful ex- 
plosion. A few seconds later, I saw the car 
(on fire and charred bodies inside. People on 


the street were in a state of panic,” he sad. 

Medics said atleast 20 people were 
wounded when US artillery and tanks 
pounded northern Fallujah and a war- 
plane flattened a house and partially 
destroyed two others. 

"It was a simple family living in a 
simple house. It was completely de- 
stroyed but thank God they were only 
wounded,” said Omar Suleiman, 27. 

Uday al-Mashadani, 26, said families 
started fleeing northern Fallujah after 
the shelling began. Heavy sniper fire 
‘and sporadic shelling petered out by. 
late morning as US troops urged fight- 
ers to surrender via loudspeaker. 

US jets have relentlessly attacked the 
extremist Sunni Musim militant 
stronghold since seven marines were 
killed ina car bombing last Monday. 


"They target peaceful families every day and 
every night. Then they say its Zarqawi, weapons 
of mass destruction or terrorists they are абет 
‘Stop this destruction. Stop bombing peaceful 
civilians,” said Sheikh Hamid Jaddoua, АЕР, 
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Chechens shoot Support brackets for plasma & LCD TV 
down Russian es 


chopper, kill 2 k a 
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MOSCOW- Russian officials said a military ку | 
e a 
Se er “Ж 
bers, was shot down by rebel fighters, а Rus- les ў 
sian news agency said Monday. Le Fight La Rotation 
"The МЕ24 helicopter was the second aircraft “> 
to be downed by fighters in the past week. ef 
Ging an unarmed military source, the In- UE (ON 
Wee e : LN 
Sunday had targeted the helicopter with a ка NE [ 
rocket-propelled grenade and small arms fire. 
eere aaa aa ааа тотар" 


the Chechen capital, Grozny. The craft's two 
‘crew members were killed. 

Earlier, the Kavkaz Center website, which is 
linked to Chechen rebels, posted a claim of re- 
sponsibility for the helicopters downing. А state- 
‘ment attributed to a rebel official identified as 
Madzhilsul Shura said that fighters used a Rus- 


san made, shoulder red Igla (Needle) missle. 3 
The Web statement also said Chechen کے‎ i 

rebels had downed another Russian military оаа 1 

Helicopter last week in the neighboring e- CERED ч 

public of Ingushetia. Russian officials had 

publicly blamed that crash on bad weather or Trane 7 


PRINCE HARRY TURNS 20- Britain's Prince Charles, the Prince of Wales (center) with his 
two sons Prince Harry (left) and Prince Wiliam. The photograph has been made available to 
mark Prince Harry's 20th birthday on Sept. 15. 


French appeals court to rule 
in retrial of Diana photographers 


PARIS—A French appeals court wil rule Tues- 
day whether three photographers who were. 
part of the press pack that chased Princess Di- 
ana on the night of her death in Paris in 1997 
took pictures that broke privacy laws. 

‘The photographers —Fabrice Chassery Jacques. 
Langevin and Christian Martinez—were acquit- 
ted in November 2003, but state prosecutors and 
Mohamed Al-Fayed, the millionaire Egyptian fa- 
ther of Diana's companion Dodi, appealed. 

‘They stand accused of violating French pri- 
vacy laws by taking photos of Diana and Dodi 
as they left the Ritz hotel in Paris owned by Al- 
Fayed and then as the two lay in the wreckage 


pilot error, but an official in the Kremlin- 
backed administration in Chechnya said that 
the helicopter had been hit by ground fire. AP 
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NOTICE TO DEPOSITORS OF THE CLOSED 
FIRST SAVINGS BANK 


1. The Philippine Deposit Insurance Corporation (PDIC) will start its operations for the servicing 
of claims for insured deposits in the closed First Savings Bank (FSB) on Tuesday, September 
14, 2004. 


PHILIPPINE DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 


determined that they did not photograph апу 
intimate moments and that the inside of a car 
did not constitute a private place. 

Bernard Dartevelle, the attorney for Al 
Fayed, argued that the Cour de Cassation— 
Frances highest appeals court had always 
held that the inside of a car was in fact consid- 
ered a private place under French l 

Diana, 36, and Dodi Fayed, 42, died on the 
night of Aug. 31, 1997 shortly after leaving 
the Ritz Their chauffeur Henri Paul, who also 
died, was found in the official French inquest 
to have been responsible for the crash be- 
cause he was driving drunk at high speed. 


2. Depositors are requested to proceed directly to the FSB office/branch where they maintained 
their deposits, which have been designated as payoff sites (please refer to table below). PDIC 
representatives are stationed at these payoff sites to accept claims and entertain queries of 


of their Mercedes after their fatal car crash. 
Langevin took two photos atthe Ritz, Chas- 


The main investigation on the causes of the 
accident was closed in April 2002, putting an 


depositors during office hours, Monday to Friday. 


serytookoneattheborel and one aftertheac- end to formal manslaughter inquiries brought : 

Mui Manises ашуре! two photes ef spinn nine photographers and a press momor- | | РЭВ Office Payoff Site Duration of Initial 

ter the crash ina tunnel near the Seine. cyclist—including the three on trial here. AFP Operations 

LE дше hearing E RodiiguezAve. | 268E.RodriguezSr.Blvd., September 14 to 30, 2004 

motions Head Office New Manila, Quezon City 

Sid dat be оор fh Hotel Institute Montreux Cubao Branch 597 CRB Ваз, EDSA, Cubao, September 14 t0 30,2004 

тр - А 

tos atthe scene ofthe Switzerland Divisoria Branch 514 Recto Ave., comer Sto. ‘September 14 to October 5, 2004 

а y hed Cristo St. Tondo, Manila 

a я Plaza Rizal Branch Plaza Rizal St., Plaza Aldea September 14 to October 5, 2004 
[bien Located In Hotel Europe In the City Center Tanay, Rizal 


left the door open for 
Langevin and Chas- 
sery to face punish- 
ment for their work 
at the Ritz, provided 
that the court deter- 
mined that it indeed 
constituted a viola- 
tion of privacy law. 
“1 did the job 1 was 
supposed to do” 
Langevin, the only one 
of the three photogra- 
phers to attend the 
June hearing, told the 
court. "I dont feel 1in- 
fringed on the inima- 
cy ofa private place.” 
Chassery, а free- 
lance photographer 


After the said dates, ай depositors can file their claims personally at the PDIC Claims Counter, 

258, 6th Floor, SSS Bldg., Ayala Avenue comer V.A. Rufino St., Makati City, from Monday to Friday, 

е > си тай addressed to: 

(Ms The Officer-In-Charge, Claims Processing Department 
Philippine Deposit Insurance Corporation 

i i 2228 Chino Roces Avenue 


1231 Makati City 


3., Depositors are advised to presentthe following requirements to the PDIC representatives when 
filing their claims: 


а. Original evidence of deposit such as Savings Passbook and/or Certificate of Time Deposits 
and/or Unused Checks and Latest Bank Statement. 


b. Two (2) latest identification cards/documents (IDs) with depositor’s signature. 


Other documents maybe required by the PDIC representatives In the course of their processing 


Date 1 September 17, 2004; Friday of claims filed. 


ar the бте, Time 1 2105 p.m. 

Langevin, who Venue 1 Hotel Intercontinental, Makati City 4. Pursuant to the provision of R.A. 3591, as amended by R.A. 9302, the prescriptive date (last 
E ак ‘South Forbes / Sen Lorenzo Room day) for filing of claims for insured deposits in the closed First Savings Bank is on September 
ma/Corbis agency, 


7, 2006. After September 7, 2008, PDIC as insurer, shall no longer accept any claim for 
insured deposits maintained with the said closed bank. 


PHILIPPINE DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 


and Martinez of the 
Angeli agency, were 
originally cleared of 
the charges against 
them when a court 


or 924-7843 from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
Email 1 himQhim.ch webalte 1 wawhim.ch 
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AN INDONESIAN woman holds a flower during a prayer ceremony 
outside the Australian Embassy in Jakarta on Sept. 13. А powerful car 
bomb blast rocked the Australian Embassy in Jakarta last Thursday, 
Мапе nine people and wounding 182, most of them Indonesians. unas 


No. 2 in Japan ruling 
party plans to resign 


TOKYO—The popular number 
two offical in Japan's ruling Lib- 
eral Democratic Party told Prime. 
Minister Junichiro Koizumi on 
Monday that he intends to resign, 
а move that could deal a blow to 
the administration. 

After meeting Koizumi, 49- 
year-old Shinzo Abe told re- 
porters he would quit as secre- 
tary general of the Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) to take 
responsibility for its setback in 
elections in July. 

He did nocindicate when hein- 
tends to go. 

"With regard to myself, 1 only 
told (Koizumi) what 1 have been 
saying all along,” Abe told re- 
porters. 

Immediately after the July 11 
upper house elections, in which 
the LDP won 49 of the 121 seats 
contestéd, a net loss of one seat, 
Abe said he would step down 
from his party post to take re- 
sponsibility for the loss. 

At their meeting Koizumi asked 
‘Abe for another meeting next week, 
after the premier returns from a trip 
to Brazil, Mexico and the US. 


“We talked about the reform of 
the party and Mr. Abe himself” 
Koizumi told reporters. 

"only listened to him. I knew 
Mr. Abe's thoughts. Lasked him to 
meet me again after I return from 
the trip,” Koizumi said. 

‘Abe, the grandson of former 
prime minister Nobusuke Kishi 
and son of former LDP secretary 
general Shintaro Abe, has 
proved popular with the public 
because of his tough line on 
North Korea over its abduction 
of Japanese citizens. 

His departure might hurt the 
Koizumi government since the 
premier has already lost several 
key allies to scandals and election 
losses, analysts said. 

Yasuo Fukuda, former chief 
Cabinet secretary and Koizumis 
righthand man, abruptly re- 
signed in May over a scandal 
volving non-payment of pensions 
by ministers including himself. ~ 

їп November Koizumis key re- 
formally Taka Yamasaki, also former 
ШР secretary general, ost the seat 
їп parliament he held for 30 years 
amid two lurid sex scandal. АЕР 


TOKYOIhe therapeutic power 
[ of flowers takes a technological 
twist with a Japanese gadget that 
tums them into audio speakers, 
making the petals and leaves 
tremble with good vibrations. 

‘The machine called Ka-on, 
which means "flower sound" in 
Japanese, consists of a donut- 
shaped magnet and coil at the 
base of a vase that hooks up to 
a CD player, stereo or TV 

Place the flowers into the 
vase, tum on Ka-on and the 
magnet and coil relay the sound 
vibrations up the stems through 
the plants water tubes. 

"Bring your ear near a flower, 
and hear the music emanate 
from the petals Ше a decorative 
earphone. Touch a leaf, and felit 
shake as though in a quiet dance. 

Later this month, youll be 
| able to carry ona telephone con- 


| Japanese gadget converts 
flowers into audio speakers 


versation with а flower with a 
planned speaker phone model. 

Unlike regular speakers, 
which send sound in one direc- 
Чоп, Ks-on shoots sound in all 
directions, filing ай entire 
тоот with musicin a more nat- 
ural ambiance. 

Masumi Gotoh, president of 
Lets Сор, а Nagoya-based 
telecommuncations equipment 
‘company that developed and 
manufactures Kaon, says the 
setup Б ideal as gifs, lower 
table-arrangements at weddings, 
reception desks at hospitals, and 
decoration at restaurants. 

Ka-on vases and amplifiers 
соте in various sizes, ranging in 
price бот ¥5,000 ($46) to 
¥50,000 ($460). Theres a ver- 
sion that works with potted 
plants, and a wireless LAN ver- 
sion will be available soon. AP 


Malaysia 


ruling party 
rejects Anwar 


KUALA — LUMPUR-—Malaysia's 
prime minister and ruling party 
are rejecting any return of Anwar 
Ibrahim to the ranks, barring the 
route to power to the former 
deputy prime minister despite his 
recent release from prison. 
‘Anwar’ possible return to the 
United Malays National Organi- 
zation, which has produced every 
Malaysian prime minister since 
independence in 1957, has been 
the subject of intense speculation 
since the country’s highest court 
freed him from prison Sept. 2. 
But Prime Minister Abdullah 
Ahmad Badawi—due to preside 
‘over his first party conference Sept. 
21-25 since taking office nearly а 
year ago—made it clear over the 
weekend that Anwar wont be al- 
owed back, though hell leave the 
decision to Umno's supreme coun- 
cil, meeting Tuesday. АР 
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Police uncover key evidence 
pe in Jakarta blast investigation 


JAKARTA—Police said Monday 
they have uncovered a key piece 
of evidence that will strengthen 
their case against two of South- 
east Asia's most wanted terror 
suspects blamed for the lethal 
suicide bombing outside the Aus- 
tralian Embassy in Indonesia. 

Investigators have found the 
chassis number of the van that car- 
ried the bomb, Australian Federal 
Police commissioner Mick Keelty 
said in Sydney. He said the discov- 
ery was а vital link to the bombers, 
‘who killed nine and injured more 
than 170 last Thursday. 

Dozens of Australian federal 
police officers are involved in the 
Jakarta investigation, including 
several who also took part in the 
hunt for those responsible for the 
October 2002 Bali bombings, 
whichkiled202people. —. 

"Tor people who remember the. 


N. Korea: 
Blast was 
planned 
demolition 


‘SEOUL—North Korea said a large 

explosion several days ago was a 
planned demolition for a hydro- 
electric project, the BBC reported 
Monday. 

North Korean Foreign Minister. 
Paek Nam-sun said the blast was 
intentional following 2 request 
for information from British For- 
eign Office minister Bill Ram- 
meil, who is visiting Pyongyang, 
the British Broadcasting Corp. 
said on its website. 

South Korean and US officials 
said Sunday that a huge mush- 
room cloud that reportedly bil- 
lowed up from North Korea on 
Thursday was not caused by a nu- 
clear explosion, but that the 
тези туы SE 
S? ThE Soi Korea nefî agency” 
Yonhap reported that a mammoth 
explosion in North Korea produced 
a mushroom cloud more than 
three Kilometers across. It said the 
blast was stronger than an Aprilex- 
plosion that killed 160 people and 
injured an estimated 1,300 at a 
North Korean railway station when 
а train carrying oil and chemicals 
apparently hic power lines. 

The huge size of the explosion 
on Thursday, the S6th anniversary 
of he foundation of North Korea, 
һай raised speculation that it 
might be a nuclear test, US Secre- 
tary of State Colin Powell said 
there was no indication it was. 

China's government, which has 
the closest relations with North Ko- 
Tea, had no immediate comment 
about the reported explosion. 

‘The United States, Russia, Japan, 
China and the two Koreas have held 
talks on North Korea's suspected 
nuclear weapons development, and 
they agreed to hold another round 
of negotiations in Bejing this 
month. No date has been set. 

The United States has pushed 
for North Korea to fully disclose all 
of їз nuclear activities and allow 
outside monitoring before it re- 
ceives any assistance. North Korea 
wants energy aid, lifting of eco- 
nomic sanctions and removal from. 
its inclusion on Washington's list of 
state sponsors of terrorism. АР 
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Bali bombings it was the chassis the current 10-year-old building is the attack and taking DNA sam- 

number that led to the early iden- too small and its location on а ples from relatives of at least three 

tification of those involved,” busy road гоо dangerous, Foreign suspected suicide bombers to see 

Keelty said. Minister Alexander Downer said. Н they match any body parts re- 
The top two suspects in last Тһе Australian consulate in covered at the scene. 

‘week's blast are Azaharibin Husin Bali also will be moved to a more At the bomb site, hundreds of 

and Noordin Top, two Malaysians secure area, an official said оп police officers laid red roses, yellow 


who authorities зау are key mem- condition of anonymity. 


sunflowers and white daises at the 


bers of Jemaah Islamiyah, an al- Security has been stepped up in embassy gate. At least two of the. 
Qaida-linked group. Police are Jakarta since Thursday with em- seriously injured victims were po- 
pursuing a massive manhunt for basses, shopping malls and hotels lice officers guarding the embassy. 

the pair and have warned of more adding guards and barriers. Some “Ме came here to pay our re- 


suicide attacks. roads have been closed. 


specs to the victims of this 


Police hope the chasis number "Ме have been stepping up se- bloody bombings,” said retired 
wil help link the two men to the curity at buildings as well as Maj. Purnomo, clutching а bou- 
white delivery van used intheattack strategic and vital places,” Presi- quet of red roses. “This bombing 
“Because these two are stil at dent Megawati Sukarnoputri said is really touching our hearts.” 
large, we have to be ale,” Lx. Gen. after a Cabinet meeting. “Ieallon Azahari, a Britsh-rained engi- 
Suyimo Landung said. “Were the people to cooperate with the neer who taught bomb-making 
searching for them. Мете asking government to maintain the secu- dasses in Afghanistan and the 


people to report any suspicious ac- rity all over Indonesia.” 


Philippines, and Noordin, a universi- 


tivity in their neighborhoods." Police officer Landung also said ty graduate and an explosives ex- 
Meanwhile, Australia plans to investigators were questioning а рег, have reportedly eluded capture 
move its Jakarta Embassy because former owner of the truck used in at east five times in the past year AP 
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META E‏ س 


IRANIANS walk on a bridge through the rubble of the Arg-e-Bam, 1,250 km southeast of Tehran Sept. 
12. About nine months ago, centuries of history crumbled to dustin less than 20 seconds when an 


‘earthquake ripped down lrar's ancient citadel of Bam. 


Iran may have capability to build 
A-bomb in six months, says Israel 


JERUSALEM The head of Israeli he said in remarks broadcast by Israel itself refuses to confirm it 


military intelligence, Gen. Aharon public radio. 


has a nuclear arsenal but is estimat- 


Zeevi, claimed Monday that Iran “In other words, it will no edto possess some 200 warheads. 
could be in a position to develop longer require external assistance Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's 
nuclear weapons without outside co acquire an unconventional ca- government, which now views 


help within six months. pability 


Iran as its number one enemy af- 


AS the UNS nuclear watchdog ^ "Thisdoesnotmeanthatitwill ter the downfall of Saddam Hus- 
prepared to meet Monday to seta have a bomb in 2005. It means seins regime in Iraq, has been 
deadline for Iran to allay suspicions that it will have all the means at lobbying hard for greater pres- 
it В secretly making atomic wea- its disposal to build a bomb.” sure to be exerted on Tehran. 
Bons, Zeevi said time was rapidly Zeevi said that failure to pre- Іпа speech on Sunday, the Is- 
Tunning out for the intemational vent Iran from acquiring nuclear таей army's chief of staff also 
‘community to deal with Tehran. weapons would merely encour- urged the international commu- 
The next six months will de- age other regimes то develop an nity to deal with the emerging 


termine if Iran will achieve in the atomic arsenal. 


nuclear threat posed by Iran, 


spring of 2005 anon-convention- “If Iran is not stopped in time, adding that Israel would “have to 
al capability in the sphere of nu- there willbe a nuclear domino ef reassess our position" if it failed 
clear research and development,” fect in the region,” he said. todoso. AFP 


Hurricane ‘Ivan’ 


heads for Cuba 


after leaving 65 dead in region 


GEORGE TOWN, Cayman Istands—Hurricane 
“ivan” pummeled the Cayman Islands with 
fierce winds that ripped off roofs and floodwa- 
tersthat swamped homes, then strengthened to. 
an extremely dangerous Category 5 storm as it 
headed for western Cuba on Monday. 

he hurricane, one of the strongest on 
record in the region, has killed at least 65 peo- 
ple across the Caribbean. About 1.3 million 
Cubans were evacuated from their homes, 
most taking refuge in the sturdier homes of 
relatives, co-workers or neighbors. 

"Its as bad as it can possibly get," Justin 
Uzzell, 35, said Sunday by telephone from his 
fifth-floor refuge in an office building on 
Grand Cayman island. “I's a horizontal bliz- 
zard,” he said. "The air is just foam." 

Ian's sustained winds weakened to 240 
kph as they neared the wealthy British territo- 
ту, then intensified late Sunday as the hurri- 
cane headed for western Cuba with sustained 
winds nearing 260 kph. 


‘TOURISTS enjoy huge waves battering against Havana's seafront EI Malecon, Officials had yet to assess damage, but 
Sept. 12. Hurricane "Ivan" battered the tiny Cayman Islands with roaring winds Donnie Ebanks, deputy chair of the Cayman 
‘and surging seas on Sunday and took aim at Cuba and the United States after Islands National Hurricane Committee, esti 
cutting a deadly path through the Caribbean. 


muns mated between one-fourth and half of the 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


15,000 homes in Grand Cayman suffered 
some damage. 

Ivan was projected to pass near or over Cu- 
ba's western end by Monday afternoon or 
evening. The US National Hurricane Center in 
Miami said the storm surge could reach 7.5 
meters with dangerous, battering waves. 

“The Hurricane Center said ham radio oper- 
ators on Grand Cayman reported people 
standing on roofs because the sea had surged 
up 102.5 meters above normal tide levels. 

While it was nearly a direct hit on Grand 
Cayman, the eye of the storm did not make 
landfall, passing instead over water just south 
of the island, said Rafael Mojica, a Hurricane 
Center meteorologist. 

Still, emergency officials said residents 
from all parts of the island reported blown-off 
roofs and flooded homes as Ivan's shrieking 
winds and driving rain lashed Grand Cayman, 
the largest of three islands in the British terri- 
tory of 45,000 people, a popular scuba diving 
destination and banking center 

"We know there is damage and it is severe," 
said Wes Emanuel of the Cayman Islands 
Government Information Service. АР 


The send-off or the first delivery of 
the Panasonic Flat TV FJ Series held 
last August 16, 2004 at the Total 
Distribution Center (TDC) Grounds 
of MEPCO in Taytay, Rizal was a 
Success. " 


It was spearheaded by the MEPCO 
and PPH management namely, K. 
Uehigashi, В. Sarangaya, H. Umeda, 
M. Tenmatay, Rodolfo Perez, S. 
Fukami, K. Nimura, Mr. Inukai, T. 
Fujii, and S. Saito. 


There was a ceremonial blessing of 
the first batch of shipment which was 
followed by the ceremonial slicing 
of a huge cake with the FJ Series 
logo. 


After the blessing of the shipment, 
the MEPCO and PPH Management 
proceeded with the various dealer 
send-off of the Panasonic Flat TV FJ 
Series. .The MEPCO and PPH 
management had a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony in various Panasonic 
dealers. The selected dealers were. 
Abenson, Inc. in Shangri-La Plaza, 
‘Western Marketing and SM Appliance 
in SM Megamall, Anson Emporium 
in Pasay Road and Automatic Center 
in Glorietta. Also a cause for 
celebration was the eye-catching 
display rack, which complements the 
TV units with its sophisticated lighted 
signage and vertical posts. 


Panasonic FJ Display Rack 
in SM Appliance, SM Megamall 


The Panasonic Flat TV FJ Series is 
Panasonic's latest top-of-the-line 
range of flat TVs. 


Panasonic's highly futuristic Flat TVs 

have flat picture tubes that project 

natural and accurate images and text 

from corner to corner, free of the 

warping and distortion. Glare, and 

reflection are also quite minimal so 
ages are clean and free from 
straction, 


Beyond being a Flat TV, the new 
Panasonic Flat TV FJ Series has the 
following incredibly superb features: 


MTS Stereo, or Multi-Television 
Sound, can get stereo signals from 
both broadcast and AV source. 


5-Band Equalizer. This sound feature 
gives you a choice of three preset 
sound settings (Music/News/Cinema) 
to best match the kind of program 
you are watching. 


Virtual Hyper Bass (VHB) Сисш 
provides rich, deep bass sound, as it 
овез ће advanced Р: 

Bass Boost technology. It captures 
the frequencies too low for ТҮ 
speakers to reproduce, and magnifies 
those frequencies. 


Component Video (DVD) Input — 
terminals which allow direct input of 
signals from DVD discs in their 
original format. This provides 
exquisite picture quality with 
extremely accurate color reproduction. 


While the Panasonic Flat FJ Series has undeniably 


advanced features, it also boasts of an elegant design. adds intelligence to any home decor. The new Panasonic FJ Series 
The silver frame has а slimmer side profile than previous available at all selected authorized Panasonic dealers in Metro М 


models. The dark screen bezel helps deepen the images 
and make the black blacker, and whites whiter. 
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(L-R) Mr. Sammy Lim, Mia Chua, Koji Uehigashi, Irene Chua, 
Rodolfo Perez, Erick Lim at the Automatic Center, Glorietta, Makati City 


Panasonic 


ideas for life 
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elegance in flat. 


The new look of elegance. The crisp and clear picture quality. 
The latest in design and téthnology. 
All in the new Panasonic Fiat Color TV. 


= 29" Flat Picture Tube 
(TSC (Tuner) / Multi System (AV) 
® MIS Stereo 
* Surround Sound 
= 5-Band Equalizer 
* Component Video (DVD) Input 
= 16W Audio Output 
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www.panasonic.com ph 
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All for show? 


ORMALLY the announcement of House leaders 
that they have agreed to abolish the pork barrel 
starting with the proposed 2005 national budget 

would have been greeted with applause and cheers. But it 

is a measure of the low esteem in which the House as а 

body is being held that its announcement was met with 

jeers and sneers. 


One of thecritics is not an opposition. 
EDITORIALS leader who would automatically issue 

critical remarks just to get media expo- 
sure. He is a high-ranking Senate leader who should 
know whereof he speaks because he has had many years 
of experience in whipping into final form the annual gen- 
eral appropriations bill. 

‘The Senate official said that House members were merely 
changing the pork barrel from a lump-sum appropriation to 
specific items in the budget. In other words, instead of be- 
ing lumped together in one large barrel, the pork will be in- 
serted in small chunks all over the budget bill. A similar ob- 
servation was made by Gov. Ben Evardone of Eastern 
Samar who said that the pork barrel funds might be pre- 
served through “congressional insertions” in the budget. 

thas been said that the abolition of the pork barrel would 
not have much effect in the solution of the fiscal crisis that 
the government is facing. Yes, the abolition of the pork bar- 
rel would mean savings of only P20 billion, about one-tenth 
of this year's projected budget deficit of more than P200 bil- 
lion, but it would be a loud political and moral statement. It 
‘would set an example in self-imposed austerity and might 
set off a snowball effect in the rest of the government. 

If the House members finally decide to abolish the pork 
barrel, they would be taking the high moral ground from 
which they can demand that executive officials, beginning 
with the President, also do away with the pork barrel in their 
‘own budgetary allocations. The congressmen can demand 
that officials of government-owned and controlled corpora- 
tions, like the notorious National Power Corp., reduce their 
astronomical salaries and scrap their huge allowances, 
perks and privileges. They can also sound a general call for 
austerity throughout the government bureaucracy. 

But first, as many grizzled editors always advise young 
reporters who want to improve their copy, “Show, don’t 
tell.” Honorable congressmen: Show us, in black and 
white in the final budget bill, that you have honestly delet- 
ed your pork barrel from the budget and then we'll believe 
you and applaud you. 


True colors 


TFIRST, it appeared that Rep. Antonio Diaz of Zam- 
bales was resigning for a high-minded reason: he said 
it was no longer an honor to serve as a member of 

Tongres. But later, the man who was once called “the Fu- 
rusato congressman” showed his true colors. He said in a ra- 
dio interview that he was resigning because he was not 
named one of the House deputy speakers and because he 
һай not obtained his pork barrel funds. 

Diaz's announced resignation has raised some ques- 
tions. One is, can an elected congressman simply resign by 
submitting а letter of resignation to House officials? If he 
has to resign at all, should he not submit his resignation to 
the people in his congressional district who elected him? 

‘Another question is whether he may be held criminally 
liable for refusing to discharge an elective office without a 
legal motive. Because, ifa congressman would be allowed 
to resign just on a whim or caprice, then theoretically, all 
congressmen can abandon their posts without suffering 
any punishment or penalty. (Theoretically, we said, be- 
cause, after clawing his way to a "very enriching office,” a 
congressman would be a fool, indeed, to just resign and 
give up a source of power, privilege and pelf.) 

Weve viewed Diaz's supposed resignation with suspicion 
from the very beginning because of his past actions in the 
House. In 1993, the Senate blue ribbon committee found that 
Diaz engineered the construction of a P216-million dike in 
his hometown of San Marcelino in such a way that his man- 
sion would be protected by a one-half-meter thick concrete 
armor, Later, he was found to have eaten—if his expense ac- 
counts were to be believed—307 times at the expensive Fu- 
usato restaurant over a four-month period, spending tens of 
thousands of pesos of the peoples money for the purpose. 

Now, this “show-piece” resignation, If the people of his 
district have the power to accept his resignation, we 
strongly urge them to do so. 


س 
(Congressman Diaz withdrew his resignation last night. It‏ 
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VIEWPOINT 


FERDINAND Marcos’ 87th birthday anniver- 
sary ceremonies this year would highlight “his 
military career and war exploits INQuREx cor- 
respondent Cristina Arzadon reports from 
Laoag City. 

“He was a soldier who stood up for his coun- 
ry and in the process got 27 medals; a family 
spokesman said. “Thats history Tt cannot be 
changed, amended or erased.” 

Did he? And how many medals are there, ге- 
ally? "The Philippine government says he won 
32 medals for heroism in World War П, inched- 
ing several from the US Army? The New York 
Times reported on Jan. 24, 1986. Then, where 
did the other five go, if kt is 27, as the family, 
spokesman claims today? Is anybody rewriting 
history? 

A 10-second burst of the Google search en- 
gine today will tum up 1,540 entres on some 
OF those supposed battle decorations. Loyalists 
swear those were not “medals by affidavits,” 
wrung from the military in exchange for bud- 
get support in Congress. 

‘Others disagree. In 1982, the late Jose Bur- 
gos’ paper We Forum questioned Marcos’ war 
record. It was promptly padlocked. Burgos, the 
late Soe Rodrigo, Armando Malay and others 
were jailed. 

In the "New Societys” waning days, the ex- 

and martial law exile Boni Gillego 


leaked US War Department records to newspa- - 


pers: from the Philippine News in San Francisco 
to the Mercury News in San Jose, California. 

Prof. Alfred McCoy who started research on 
his book “Closer Than Brothers” in July 1985 
was the main conduit to the major US papers. 

"1 was on sabbatical (from University of 
New South Wales in Sydney ) at the US Nation- 
al Archives,” he wrote. "That was when | came 
across US Army records that discredited Presi- 
dent Ferdinand Marcos claims to heroism in 
World WarlL" 

Si months later, Marcos was running in a des- 
perate snap election against Corazon Aquino, 
‘widow of the assassinated opposition senator 
His campaign hammered on his “war exploits” 

‘With the help of reporter Seymour Hersh, 


1 REMEMBER again that in the last few years 
before martial law, many politicians were 
warning about the "social volcano." Much of it 
was rhetoric—the times called for strident lan- 
guage and reformist, if not revolutionary, pos- 
turing. This was a time of great ferment. Ac- 
tivism was sweeping the campuses like “a 
prairie fire,” to use a phrase much favored by 
the activists. 

But this was also a time of great uncertainty 
The elections of 1969, the one that saw Ferdi 
nand Marcos reelected (the first time a post- 
war Filipino president had gotten so) had de- 
pleted the national coffers and sent the peso on 
tailspin. Three months after the elections, the 
peso devalued almost by half, from P2 to one 
dollar to close to P4 toa dollar. Prices zoomed, 
including those of oil, which precipitated ral- 
lies, some of them violent ones. The ensuing 
hardships highlighted the gap between rich 
and poor, a condition politicians described as a 
simmering social volcano about to explode. 

"Here is a land,” Ninoy Aquino said, "in 
which a few are spectacularly rich while the 
masses remain abjectly poor. Gleaming subur- 
bia clashes with the squalor of the slums. 
Here is a land of privilege and rank, a republic. 
dedicated to equality but mired in an archaic 
system of caste” 

Everyone predicted a revolution was in the 
offing. The masses could not take more of this, 
opposition politicians and radicals alike 
warned. The magma was building up, the vol- 
cano would soon explode. 

But there were others who foresaw a differ- 
ent turn of events. Poverty and uncertainty, 
they said, did not necessarily lead to revolu- 
tion, they often led to iron-fisted rule. All over 
Southeast Asia, they said, authoritarianism 
had become the norm. It was just a question of. 
time before the idea took root in this country, 
тоо. It may not be long, they warned, before 
the man on horseback came to pick up the 
crown from the mud with the point of his 
sword. 

Оп Sept. 21, 1972, he did. Ferdinand Mar- 
cos declared martial law. 


McCoy wrote: "I delivered these documents to 
The New York Times. Stories of Marcos fraud- 
lent war record soon made headlines on both 
sides of the Pacific." 

The U5 Neira tins чайнын бе 
authenticity” of the papers provi Соу, 
New York Times Jeff Gerth and Joel Brinkley 
wrote. Among the findings: 

"The issue of his medals is not addressed in 
the army records.” 

“At no time did the Army recognize that any 
unit designating itself as Maharlika ever exist- 
ей as a guerrilla force in the years of Japanese 
occupation from 1942 to 1945." 

1а his reports, Marcos put the number of his 
guerrillas, named Maharlika, from 800 to 
8,200 men. After the war, the US recognized 
claims of 111 men for services after the US in- 
vasion of Luzon. 

Services given by "Marcos and 23 others" to 
the Ist Cavalry Division, in the spring of 1945, 
“were of limited military value.” Six officers 
and 18 of those recognized helped “guard the 
regimental supply dump and performed ware- 
housing details” 

1а 1948, the Army ruled against Maharlika 
claims for recognition. The “immensity of Mr. 
Marcos claim that Maharlika served the entire. 
province of Luzon was absurd," wrote the last 
reviewing officer, Capt. Ebert Curtis. "The last 
entry in the Maharlika file is affirmation of the 
rejection.” 

Ta the Philippines, it was Dr. Edilberto de Je- 
sus (until recently education secretary) "who 
persuaded Jimmy Ongpin, publisher of the 
Manila weekly Veritas, to risk Marcos’ anger" 
The weekly published the documents here. 

“That took guts. Official papers indicate that 


‘Social volcano’ 


THERE'S 
THE RUB 


Conrado 

de Quiros 774. 
remember these things not just because the 

32nd anniversary of martial law is just a week 

away but because | have a powerful feeling of 

déjà vu. There's an uncanny parallel berween 

then and now. 

This may not be a time of great ferment, but 
this is atime of great uncertainty anxiety, if not 
activism, sweeping through the length and 
breadth of the country like a prairie fire. 
‘Though you never know about the activism, it 
сап always blow into a prairie fire at a mo- 
ments notice. I recall that it grew to epic pro- 
portions more than three decades ago only af- 
ter the elections of 1969, specifically two 
months late, in January 1970 (elections then 
were held in November), when the First Quar- 
ter Storm first howled. Uncertain times have a 
way of fanning dissent, or gathering angry 
voices into a chorus. 

But as it was then, this is a time of great 
hardship coming off elections. As it was then, 
this is a time when the public coffers have been 
depleted by a President who was determined, 
by hook or by crook, by Cebu and by Comelec, 
to win a second term. As it was then, this is a 
time of skyrocketing prices, notably those of 
ой, which have sparked earnest protests f not 
violent rallies. As it was then, this is a time at 
least of threatened currency devaluation, if not 
an actual one, though the actual one may not 
be very far behind. More зо than then, this isa 
time of gloom and anxiety, with economists 
warning of an oncoming economic collapse as 
aresultof a gaping budget deficit. 

‘And as it was then, this is a time when the 
public cannot trust its government to pluck it 
‘out of the crisis, believing its government to be 
the very source of the criss. GMA is nearly ex- 


“the US Army grew suspicious immediately” of 
the Maharlika claims, z 

In the first days of December 1944, Marcos 
contended, he had been "in a norhem 
province on an intelligence mission." The US 
invasion of Luzon cut him off from Maharlika 
headquarters. 

The American invasion of Luzon, in fact, did 
not begin until a month ater, the review point- 
ей ош. "It could not have influenced his aban- 
doning his outfit.” 

‘Contrary to Marcos claim, US investigators 
found that "Maharlika had not actually been in 
the field fighting the Japanese..It had no 
records and was not controlled adequately due 
todesertions...thad not contributed material- 
ly to the eventual defeat of the enemy" 

This account is not, to paraphrase Columbia 
University's historian Carlo Gluck, “looking for 
an open wound." Rather, this recall is necessary. 
Closure of this tragic chapter in our national life 
is needed because we face a calibrated cam- 
paign to refurbish 14 years of dictatorial rule. 
‘That ranges from denial ("Martial law was the 
most democratic period in our history" says 
Imelda ) to propaganda and even legislation. 

House Bill 5147, filed by Rep. Roquito Ablan 
during the last Congress, sought to declare 
Sept. 11 as Ferdinand Marcos Day and а non- 
working holiday for locos Norte. 

There's a well-funded campaign to mass 
produce books that rewrite history. "The Five 
Per Cent Revolution,” for example, denigrates 
People Power. “This is Ninoy" regurgitates 
smears against the late Sen. Benigno Aquino as 
а crypto communist. “Hubris” sums up Imel- 
dats claim of persecution 

Bur the truth must be reiterated because val 
ues violated need to be reaffirmed. Only truth 
ensures that this tragedy will never happen 
again, as former Sen, Jose Diokno wrote from 
his Fore Bonifacio prison cell. 

“Truth has no special time of its own, " Dr. 
Alber Schweitzer once said. "hs hour is 
now—always." 


(Email: juan_mercado@pacific.net- ph) 


actly in the same position Marcos was before 
‘martial law: She lacks credibility and is hugely 
unpopular. Uncannily she is burdened as well 
by a spouse who puts a face on profligacy. She 
has Mike Arroyo to Marcos’ Imelda, and Imel 
da was so much prettier. Indeed, unlike Marcos 
who was believed to have won the elections 
even if he used inordinate amounts of force 
and farce, GMA is thought by 55 percent of Fil- 
ipinos not to have won the elections at all. 

That is heady brew. The tempting thing isto 
imagine that this will midwife a revolt as the 
masses reach their threshold of tolerance for 
pain. Thar is possible. Even now you hear cries 
and whispers from various sectors, from the 
aggrieved candidates in the last elections аз 
well as from the NGOs who were not compro- 
mised with the Peace Bonds, about the possi- 
bility of ousting the government if things get 
out ofhand. 

‘But there is another possibility. Which is that 
as the crisis deepens, GMA will be tempted to 
take the option of mounting iron-fisted rule. I 
need пос take the form of an outright declara- 
tion of martial law, though that can't be entire 
ly dismissed. t could always take the form of a 
de facto martial law, using the instruments of 
martial law. remember that when I suggested 
this some months ago, several GMA supporters 
wrote me angrily to say GMA was not Marcos. 

‘But why so? The same scale of ambition is 
there, the same recklessness, the same capaci 
ty to lie, cheat and steal. More to the point, we 
do not lack for proof of her capacity to do so: 
that was whet her "war against terror" was all 
about. It was disguised martial law. And des 
perate times are always en engraved invitation 
to curtailing rights. As it is, we do not lack for 
fools, in the form of fawning supporters, who 
have been asking her to call for a state of emer- 
gency to deal with a crisis of her own making, 

There is another George, apart from Bush, 
named Santayana, whose wise counsel has 
been repeated to triteness but which remains 
aptforus: 

‘Those who do not heed their history are 
bound to repeatit. 


TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2004 


THE PROPOSAL of the various political party 
leaders in the House, led by Speaker Jose de 
Venecia, to abolish their pork barrel funds in the. 
2005 national budget, amounting to P65,000 рег 
‘member, has sparked animated comments, to say 
the least. I like to view the House move as a sym- 
bol of unity in adversity. Just three months ago, 
the same leaders were wrangling bitterly over the. 
‘canvassing procedure for the two 

the land; today they're pretty united. Its also а 
heartening positive response to the citizens’ 
clamor to scrap these funds, perceived as the 
source not just of power but also of corruption. 1 
hope this move will no longer be derailed. 


‘The proposal to abolish the pork barrel is al- 
so meeting a lot of cynicism from some sec- 
tors, which shouldn't surprise anyone. The 
thing is to be resolute and stout-hearted about 
it, and to realize that this is the people's wish. 
One criticism from the Senate, as bannered by 
the Ingumer yesterday, is that contrary to the 
House members’ avowal, their pork items 
have not disappeared from the budget—it's 
still there, except that the system has been re- 
vised, Asa senator told me, ifa House member 
wants to put a project in the budget, who will 
question that? There's also the opinion that re- 
moving the pork of the entire Congress, 
amounting to P20 billion, won't really make а 
denton the P907-billion budget deficit; in fact, 
scrapping it would affect the countryside de- 
velopment. There's also fear among some leg- 
islators that doing so would put them at the 
mercy of Malacafiang, which would now be 
the sole dispenser of pork. 

All these are thoughtful responses to the House. 
challenge to abolish the pork and they deserve se- 
rious answers. But we may be missing several 
things. There's a world of difference between the 
old system and the new one, as proposed by the 
House leaders, To begin with, until this year, the 
pork barrel items were automatically allotted in 
the budget to the members of Congress in lump 
sums of P200 million for each senator and P65 
million for each House member, they were free to 
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allocate it for projects they chose, no questions 
asked. Now, under line-item budgeting, Congress 
members who want projects have to have it in- 
зепей into the budget and justify its cost and the 
need for it, The scrutiny of each one's projects is 
done by the lawmakers themselves atthe budget 
hearings in Congress, and as one House old-timer 
putt, perhaps a House member could justify one 
project for his district costing P10 million, but 
hell be very lucky to get another one that easily. 
Certainly it will be more difficult to justify the 
usual basketball court and waiting sheds. Then, 
too, with the abolition of automatic allotments, 
the districts that don’t need public works projects 
such as those in Metro Manila will have to give 
way to those in Basilan or Samar. 

What's also not reckoned is the fact that 
line-item budgeting will serutinize not just the 
legislators projects, but also those of the exec- 
чийе department which, as lawmakers like to 
point out, has the biggest pork in government. 
‘These include the President’s social fund of 
P500 million to P1 billion a year, the P500-mil- 
lion intelligence fund and the Р1-ЫШоп con- 
tingency fund as well as other discretionary 
funds under her office's control. Under line- 
item budgeting, all these will be subject to 
scrutiny. Surely, the lawmakers giving up their 
pork will hold GMA to her pledge to match the 
amount they are giving up. 

"What I like about the proposal to scrap the 
lump-sum pork and resort to line budgeting is 
that it will instill fiscal discipline in both the ex- 
ecutive and legislative branches, And together 
with the e-Procurement Act, it will make for 
fuller transparency and accountability, 
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Executive branch also affected by pork cuts 


‘Thanks to the kind souls who offered to fund 
the schooling and training of the seven students 
among Erda Technical-Vocational High School's 
over 400 students (a sponsorship costs P25,000 a 
year). Aside from the four sponsors cited here 
‘who are funding five students, two good friends 
of mine—Violeta Santos, wife of former Philip- 
pine Coconut Authority chair Oscar Santos, and 
former Ambassador Isabel Caro Wilson, have 
agreed to sponsor the two other students. God 

[ess you. 

Recently Cecile Guidote Alvarez and I fea- 
tured in out dzRH Sunday evening poverty alle- 
viation program Armando and Lynda Bar- 
tolome, a husband and wife team involved in 
advising firms and investors, especially over- 
seas workers, on the franchising business. 
Their GMB Franchise Developers helps package 
firms for franchising, and it was truly uplifting 
to listen to them talk about the progress small 
and medium enterprises are scoring. For i 
stance, out of 625 firms that are into franchis- 
ing, 40 percent are Pinoy-owned and 60 per- 
cent involve foreign capital. We learned that the 
Association of Filipino Franchisers Inc. has 37 
members, mostly micro-entrepreneurs, whose 

97.25 percent and whose annual. 
sales of P4.5 billion as of May 2002 jumped by 
another billion pesos in May 2003. President. 
“Macapagal-Arroyo will be very happy to know 
that these 37 members maintain 1,633 branch- 
es that generate some 10,634 jobs. 

There are so many succes stories among 
our SMEs, and one of them is that of Figaro 
Coffee Shop, which began some years back 
with two outlets and now has 54, including 
those in Hong Kong and Dubai, It's also about 
to open three coffee shops in Shanghal, China, 
What's good about Figaro is that it uses only 
our own barako coffee. In fact, proprietress 
Pacita "Chit" Juan, AFFI prexy has set up the 
Coffee Foundation to help and encourage our 
coffee farmers to plant more coffee, More 
about the incredible franchising business to- 
morrow, 


Reluctant legislators 


WHATEVER the reason—whether he is indeed 
dismayed by the "negative" image of Congress, or 
he's sulking because Speaker Joe de Venecia did 
not appoint him deputy speaker—Rep. Antonio 
Diaz should make good his threat to resign as the 
duly-elected representative of Zambales. He real- 
ly has no choice unless he wants to look like a 
‘wuss, and aloud-mouthed wuss at that, 

‘And the House leadership, the Department of 
Justice or whatever government agency is tasked 
‘with the case, should go after Diaz for “refusal to 
discharge elective office," a crime apparently in 
our statutes but which the Zambales congress- 
man did not know about before he started his 
public tantrum. 

‘And whether he does vacate his post or not, I 
wish the voters of Zambales would remember Di- 
az's perfidy and make a mental note not to vote 
for him in 2007 or any subsequent elections, As 
the saying goes: Fool me once, shame on you; fool 
metwice, shame on me. 

For what Diaz has done is not just to make an. 
embarrassment of himself, he has embarrassed 
the people of Zambales with his antics, If he were 
really all that concerned about the House's im- 
age, why did he stil run for a seventh term, and 
why did he aspire for a leadership position? 

Diaz has also deprived his constituents of rep- 
resentation in Congress, a basic right of every citi- 
zen. Did he even bother to inform them while 
begging for their votes that his serving was in- 
cumbent on his being named deputy speaker? 

1 do hope Speaker Joe, the master of compro- 
mise and diplomacy, would not manage to talk 
Diaz out of his tampo. The Zambales representa- 
tiye has already proven how unworthy he is of is 
office, and how he is willing to put personal inter- 
est before that ofthe good of his constituents. 


BUT it isn't just Diaz who's guilty of abandon- 
ing the people he should be representing in 
Congress. The fifth district of Cebu, which in- 
cludes Danao City, has also lost a representa- 
tive after the youthful Rep. Joseph “Aco” Dur 
no accepted the post of tourism secretary. 
Unlike Diaz's unconventional departure, 


Those 


THIS is really a tribute to one of our earliest 
groups of overseas workers who joined many of 
the galleon crews during the 200 years when 
those vessels made perilous journeys across the 
Pacific. It is on record that the Spaniards appreci- 
ated and valued the important maritime tradition 
of Filipino seamen and their magnificent talent 
for navigation. 

The participation of these men in the Galleon 
"Trade has really not received much attention, 
rly because archival records on the subject 

fom this end are sparse, but itis almost certain 
thata good number of them must have served on 
galleon crews, The reality is that ordinary people 
Seldom keep diaries and although they may have 
told stories of their journeys on their return попе 
has been handed down to us, 

In the Mexican archives and in the Archivo де 
las Indias in Spain, however, are lists of crew 
members of the different galleons, In them are 
found names divided into “artilleros” (artillery- 
men or gunners), “marineros” (seamen/sallors), 
“grumetes” (cabin boys and ship's boys). 

One of the problems encountered by re- 
searchers is that at times all Asians are categorized 
эз Chinese although it can be expected that some 
were indeed mestizo Sangleys. Sometimes payrolls 
are found but not the country of origin ofthe recip- 
lent. Other times, there are particulars of where 
they enlisted, especially in the 18th century where 
the numbers from Cavite are overwhelming. 

Documentation regarding these seamen ls dis- 

ersed. Sometimes their names show up in Jail or 
Борка record; sometimes na ral. For example, 
there exists in Mexico a document saying Miguel 
de Ocampo, "indio del Puerto de Cavite," single, 
seaman of 16 years, was indicted in Mexico and 
sentenced to return to the Philippines in 1774. 

‘On the list of seamen in the galleon “Santisima 
"Trinidad" on its voyage from Manila to Acapulco in 
1760 are 31 officials, 63 troopers and 340 seamen 
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Durano left the House for a fairly “acceptable” 
reason: his appointment to a Cabinet position. 
Buteven then, the President should be remind- 
ей to stop or at least minimize this practice of 
ralding the legislature for men or women to fill 
up Cabinet posts. It's not as if there's a dearth 
of qualified and trustworthy Individuals who 
are willing to serve the country through a gov- 
ernment post. Why deprive the residents of a 
congressional district, or the supporters of a 
senator, of their representative? 

Аз ifto rib salt on the still-raw wounds of his 
people, Durano gave a rather lame explanation 
for his decision to leave the House. Legislative. 
work, he said, "bored" him, as he found out 
during his previous term. He would much 
rather serve the people directly by providing 
services which he could do as tourism chief, 

But if Durano was so bored during his first 
stint in the House, why on earth did he run for a 
second term? If he really wanted to serve on the 
Executive Branch, he could very well have bar- 
gained for a Cabinet postion in exchange for his 
and his family's wholehearted support for the 
President. This, by the way, seems to be the only 
reason Durano, who has had no previous experi 
ence in the tourism and travel industry or even. 
in marketing, and was not exactly a “perform- 
ing" congressman, was appointed to tourism. 

Was his bid for reelection then a segurista' 
way of remaining in power, just in case Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo didn’t make it? 

MORE than once, we have heard senators or con- 
Sresiora representatives complain in the mid 
le of their term that they felt not just bored but 


frustrated in the legislature, as it was “all talk” 
and “endless debates.” But didn't they realize that 
both chambers of Congress are, indeed, debate 
chambers? That the process of lawmaking in- 
volves listening and consulting constituents, 
studying documents, attending hearings, and, 
lastly debating with one's colleagues on the pas- 
sage of legislation? 

Legislators complain that during the campaign. 
voters don't seem to care агай! about their legisla- 
tive record or the number and quality of the bills 
they sponsored and passed. What seems to mat- 
ter to voters, they say, is the number of waiting 
sheds, basketball courts, irrigation systems and 
roads thatthe legislator delivered, thus their re- 
lucance to let goof the pork barrel. 

‘But how сап voters lem to value legislative 

work when legislators themselves don't seem to 
think giving voice ro thelr constituens in the pro- 
cess of making laws is all that important? 
STILL, thank heaven for small blessings, such 
as the Congressional Spouses Foundation, 
headed by Gina de Venecia, which has thrown 
its support wholeheartedly behind Melissa 
Mercado Martel, whose frustrated parricide 
case against her wealthy husband has been 
discussed in this corner at length. 

Leave It to Gina and the influential women 
ofthe CSFI, together with Social Welfare Sec- 
retary Dinky Soliman, to call together a power- 
house gathering of women from civic groups, 
NGOs, academe, the legal profession and 
‘women legislators plus a sprinkling of male 
supporters, for a roundtable discussion on the 
newly enacted law against violence against 
women and their children, specifically on how 
itaffects Melissa's case. 

‘While women should indeed look upon the 
mew law as a long-awaited blessing and a real 
accomplishment, troubling gaps remain, as 
Melissa's rocky road to justice demonstrates. 
But with women organizing and raising con- 
sciousness about VAW issues, I'm confident we 
can soon put an end to this social malady and 
live in a world free from violence. 


long-forgotten mariners 


їп Cadiz for two years, living in the boat since 
there was no money or means to send them back 
to the Philippines; Finally they were able ore 


SENSE AND 
SENSIBILITY < 


Bambi І. Harper d$ 


divided into the four categories earlier mentioned. 
Among the latter, 302 were listed as Filipinos. 

A group of Filipinos worked in the galleons 
that journeyed from Manila to Cadiz between 
1770 and 1771 to bring back many of the Jesuits 
expelled from the Philippines. The first ship that 
transported 64 Jesuits was the frigate “San Car- 
los" which left for Acapulco on Feb. 2, 1768 under 
the command of D. Phelipe Cerain, but had to re- 
turn on Oct. 22 due to tempestuous winds, Two 
Jesuits died during the aborted trip. 

When the weather improved, the “San Carlos" 
set sail again together with another frigate, "San- 
та Rosa de Lima,” or poetically "La Rosa.” It was 
thought that between the two ships it would be 
possible to get rid of all he Jesuits. 

Coincidentally the warship “Buen Consejo” 
from Cadiz was expected and it was thought that 
since it was going directly to Europe, it would Бе 
more convenient to bring the Jesuits with less of 
an encumbrance, By July 10, 1769, the ship was 
anchored in Cavite and its commander, D. Juan 
de Casens, was asked to Inform the authorities 
how many he could take. К appeared he wasn't 
too eager to bring any priests on board. 

By coincidence another frigate, "Venus," ar- 
rived and it was going the same way. 

Eventually, the "San Carlos" took 21 Jesuits in 
1769, the “Venus” 24 and the "Santa Rosa" 68 In 
1770, and the “Astrea” eight in 1771. 

Itis believed that the Filipino seamen got stuck, 


turn through the traditional route via New Spain, 
stopping by Vera Cruz in 1772. Two of them, 
Joseph Marano Vique and Joseph Mathias, de. 
served in 1773, the first in March and the second 
in August. They were later captured. 

Six died in 1773. Santiago Samulo and Joseph 
Ocampo did not leave because they got sick and 
were not able to accompany the contingent that 
left for Acapulco. The illnesses that afflicted the 
“chinos de Manila," according to the documents, 
were corrosive ulcers, malignant fevers and eye in- 
flammations. Those who died were Pedro de Leon, 
Andres de la Cruz, Pedro Castro, Pablo Joseph 
Bassilio de los Santos and Juan Jose Ambrosio, 

"They lived mainly in Mexico for some 20 months. 
“There are extant records in the archives of their pe- 
titions mainly asking for money, requests for pay- 
ments of salaries, or some other help, Afer Mexico, 
they left for Acapulco where in 1774 they crossed. 
the Pacific to rerum home in the same year. 

‘On the list of that embarkation is their place of 
origin, Among the artillerymen, 3 were from 
Manila and 21 from Cavite, Under marineros, 
there were 95 from Cavite, 3 from Manila, 2 from 
Pangasinan, 4 from Camarines, 1 each from Pam- 
panga, Cagayan, Tondo and Ermita. Among the 
Ship boys, 54 were from Cavite, 10 from Manila, 3 
from Macabebe, 2 from Bulacan and Camarines 
and 1 each from Cagayan, Посоз, Laguna, Pam- 
panga and San Roque. 

Unfortunately, research and scholarship have 
never been high on the list of our priorities, so 
any information regarding our first overseas 
workers will just have to wait until foreign schol- 
ars take an interest in kt, 

(Unformation from Maria Fernanda G. de los Ar- 
cos, "Filipinas y su gente de Mar: la vuelta al mun- 
do de cuarenta y dos chinos," 1770-1774), 
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Living with the wiggle 


TT has been four years since a doctor diagnosed my dad with 
Parkinson's disease, a neurological disorder whose symp- 
toms include shaky body movement, muscle rigidity and im- 
paired mobility and balance. In Parkinson's, the brain cells 
that are essential їп controlling motor functions die for yer. 
‘unknown reasons. It is when about 60 percent of these cells 
have already been lost that the symptoms become apparent. 
And no, they dont ыг 
grow back. Maybe in 
the future they will, 
with stem cell tech- 
nology, but for now to 
have Parkinson's is to 
cross the Rubicon. 

Initially it was very 
difficult for us to cope 
with a disease that is 
not so very well 
known in this coun- 
пу. Sure, Pope John 
Paul Il, Muhammad Ali, and actor Michael J, Fox have it, but. 
‘we personally knew no one who had the disease, 

My dad's earliest symptom was a tremor in his right hand, 
He first dismissed it as the result of years of driving our old 
Tamaraw while resting his hand on the quivering stick shift. 
Не was convinced it was a case of transference. 

My Lolo, on the other hand, said it was just glamorized 
pasma. The possibility of Parkinson's never entered my mind 
because to me, it was something that struck foreigners only. 

Obviously there was dire need for correct information 
about my dad's condition, and this was thankfully supplied 
by the Internet, We explained the things we leamed in sim- 
pler terms to friends and family, especially those who have. 
the tendency to become instant doctors and make their own 
diagnoses and prescriptions for my dad. 

‘Through time, we have managed to live with my dad's 
condition, We made adjustments їп our lifestyle, We treated 
ту dad's tremor, his greatest symptom, as one of the family, 
and even gave ita name: “wiggle. 

At imes, wiggle is obedient, stopping when controlled by 
another hand, Wiggle especially trusts my mom, so she often. 
sits or stands to the right of my dad to hold his hand. 

During my brothers wedding, no one noticed that the 
photographer departed from this standard arrangement and 
placed my new sister-in-law beside my dad. When the pic- 
tures were developed, everyone noticed that the bride was 
holding hands not with my brother, but with my father, 

We were settling in with the rapid deterioration of my 
dad's condition when we stumbled upon the support group 
for Parkinson's patients in the country. It has done wonders 
for us. It lifted the feeling of isolation my family felt, When I 
walked into the meeting hall filed with patients and their. 
families, 1 cred inside. My family was definitely not alone 
Fate did not cruelly single us out. 

Through the support group, we were educated on differ- 
ent aspects ofthe disease and got updates on the latest devel- 
‘opments, such as a promising surgery involving fitting elec- 
trodes into the brain to stimulate It and to control mave- 
ment, Through the group, we also met a dedicated Filipino 
specialist who made а more thorough examination of my 
dad. After intensive testing and observations, he sald my dad 
was suffering needlessly from insufficient medication. He 
was given a new set of prescriptions that was more appropri- 
ate for his condition, 

His prescription read: 2,000 pleces of one particular pill; 
another 2,000 pieces of another kind; 1,000 of another ао 
1,000 for still another; and 500 of yet another medicine. The 
daily dosage was indicated for each of these medicines, ex 
cept for the last one which he has take only when needed. 
‘That was a prescription for a total of 6,500 pills, Surreal. 

1 was prompted to make some mathematica; computa- 
tions. All those pills were actually just enough for 1 to 2 
years, depending on the dosage. The combination of 
medicines would be what my dad would had to take every 
day of his life as maintenance, like some vitamins, unless his 
condition warrants some changes in the dosage. I suppose 
the doctor could've made it an open prescription, but the 
numbers were there, and it drove home the point that 
Parkinson's is still one of those conditions that demands а 
lifetime commitment. А cure has yet to be found, 

Still, the 6,500 pills made me happy. After several months, 
my dad had better control of his right hand, Now he can 
draw straight lines again. He can eat again without making a 
mess like a little child, Wiggle doesn't hang around so very 
‘often anymore. My parents are talking about resuming their 
Sunday morning grocery dates again. The medicines have 
given back some functions to my dad we had thought were 
gone forever. 

Tam hopeful that a cure for Parkinson's will be found in 
the future, although I doubt that my dad and others who are. 
afflicted with it now will benefit from it. There is still so 
much that needs to be learned about Parkinson's. 

Tn the meantime, we will do what we сап to provide a 
good quality of lfe for my dad in spite of the disease: 6,500. 

ls for the nex two years, and x Healthy loving home for a 
lifetime. 


Young BLOOD 
May lyn Cruz 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below. —Ed, 


May Lyn Cruz, 26, works for her family's wood furniture busi- 
ness and is studying for her second degree at the University of 
the Philippines College of Fine Arts. The Parkinson's Support 
Group of te Philippines Foundation holds regular meetings for 
patients, their families and caregivers, and can be reached at 
Tel, Nos, 631-1531 t035, 


THEY SAID 


New toys 

“Were Congress to follow Malacahang's bidding to 
enact new tax measures, what that means is that we 
will Just be giving new toys to the same company of 
tax officers to mess around with," 
Din Joker Amy 


Pork chase 

“People believe that the reason we are running for 
office is that we're after the pork barrel funds. Thatis 
the impression that we want to erase," 
Sen, Panfilo Lasson 


Sneal 

“ikea thle te night, the BRC (Energy Regulatory Commi 
dio) sneaked in this Му revolting rate erase while the 
people were taking arest ота week of hard work and leis 
par ‘ 
Баталака ng Kluang MananmalokayengPll- 
Tras national hair Fernando Мар on етше Increase grant- 
айо Notional Power Corp. 
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Decoys, instead Liig: 


LETTERS 


of express lanes SOZ 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo has asked 
Congress to pass a law creating express 
lanes in government offices where trans- 
actions can be made more speedy for tax- 
payers. 

‘The proposed express lanes are intend- 
ed to eliminate fixers in government of- 
fices. To guide the public on the use of 
these express lanes, manuals have to be 
provided. The manuals would detail 
transaction procedures and steps and 
identify transaction rates and the officials 
concerned. But the production: of the 
manuals would entail much cost. 

‘With all due respect to the President 
who, I know, means well, 'm afraid these 
express lanes will never succeed in even 
minimizing corruption, mainly because of 


the absence of a penal provision. Thus, 
there's no stopping fixers from circum- 
venting the express lanés—especially 
with the collaboration of officials. 

But there is a much more effective and 
yet much less costly way to stop corrup- 
tion—use decoys to transact business 
with selected offices. These decoys will 
have to be law enforcement officers so 
that corrupt persons caught in flagrante. 
can be arrested at once. 

With the arrest of a few corrupt fixers 
and employees, we can be absolutely sure. 
that corruption will stop at once, more so 
ifthe caught offenders will be sent to jail. 

—RUBEN OLIVER ENSOY, 
Timex, Fishermen's Village, 
San Jose District, Tacloban City 


Let's not lose sight of Olympic spirit 


BEFORE THE ATHENS Olympics 2004, 
our sports leaders were fishing in the sky, 
spreading around the hope of winning а 
gold medal. 

‘The real objective of sports is to devel- 
op the youth spiritually, morally, mental- 
ly and physically without any political, 
religious and economic intervention. 
"This is also the spirit behind the Olympic 
movement. But we are moving away 
fromit. 

‘Another purpose of the Olympics is to 
find out our limitations compared to oth- 
er countries, 

Sportsis the gauge of a country. Do not 

ect medals if the government is run 
like hell. 

Our sports leaders should recognize 
our shortcomings and address them, not 


make excuses and dwell on "consuelo de 
bobo” achievements, such as our athletes 
broke the Philippine records, which 
should be done at home and not in the 
Olympics. 

Let us not raise hopes of winning 
medals as a way of justifying big sports 
delegations which boast of more officials 
than athletes. Although the wives of na- 
tional sports presidents are invited то the 
Olympics, most go there because they get 
to travel free, and they are there more for 
the fun of shopping. For them, its Join 
sports and see the world!” 

ET. COL. JULIAN M. MALONSO (ret), 
former president, 
Philippine Olympic Commitee, 

92 Мен York St, 

Cubao, Quezon City 


DPWH takes care of old bridges 


IN CONNECTION with the article titled, 
"Old bridges are heritage, too" by Au- 
gusto Villalon (Lifestyle, 7/27/04), the 
Department of Public Works and High- 
ways would like to inform the public 
that prior to implementation, every in- 
frastructure project of the DPWH under- 
goes an Environmental Impact Assess- 
ment (EIA) for the purpose of securing 
an environmental compliance certifi- 
cate from the Department of Environ- 
ment and Natural Resources. This is to 
assure the public that careful studies 
have been made on the ecological and 
social viability of the construction of 
major roads and bridges- 

Presidential Decree 1151, known as 
ihe Philippine Environmental Policy 
(June 1977), requires all agencies and 
strumentalities of the national govern- 
ment, including government-owned and 
controlled corporations, as well as public 
corporations, firms and entities to pre- 


pare an Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS). The EIS contains the Environmen- 
tal Management Plan, which addresses 
significant effects of any action/plan/pro- 
ject/underiaking on the environment. 

The DPWH's chief environmental 
management specialist, Belinda Fajardo, 
also assures the public that pursuant to 
Proclamation No. 2146 (December 
1981), the DPWH does not disregard the. 
value of our cultural heritage, like the 
old bridges, which are "of historic, ar- 
chaeological or scientific interest.” Faje 
до assures that the DPWH improves old 
bridges because they need to be 
strengthened to ensure their continued 
existence. 


Public Information Division, 
Department of Public Works and 
Highways, Office ofthe Secretary, 
Bonifacio Drive, Port Area, Manila. 


Bid goodbye to gov't luxury cars 


SEN. ALFREDO Lim made sense when he 
suggested that the government should 
sell all its luxury vehicles to raise badly 
needed funds. The suggestion of the for- 
mer top policeman, NBI chief and Manila 
mayor that government officials should 
consider going to work on owner-type 
Jeeps should not be taken as a joke. 

А reliable owner-type jeep sells for as 
low as P80,000, while the sport utility ve- 
hicles that our government officials and 
their bodyguards love to use cost upwards 
of P2 million apiece. Its а no-brainer 
choice, really. 

‘And Lim shot full of holes the argument 
that officials on owner-type jeeps would 
be very vulnerable to assassination at- 
tempts. He said it's much easier to jump 


off or return fire from a jeep than from an 
SUVoracar 

What Lim wants to impress on the gov- 
erment is that there is по limit as to how 
it can save money in trying to plug the 
huge budgetary deficit. Yes, the govern- 
ment needs to save and scrape the bonom 
of the barrel first before thinking of slap- 
ping us ordinary people and struggling 
corporations with more taxes. 

Ме must oppose President Arroyo's 
new tax measures, including the tax on 
text messages in whatever form it is pre- 
sented (e.g. windfall profit or franchise. 
tax). More power and God bless. 

—IENINA DIMAANDAL, 
Marikina, 
jenina dimaandalé yahoo.com 


"THE PROBE Team Documentaries" 
hosted by Cheche Lazaro recently fea- 
tured a TV special commemorating Ni- 
тоу Aquino's martyrdom. It was a well- 
made documentary, which showed very 
nice footages of the wake at Times 
Street and the Sto. Domingo Church, аз 
well as the historic funeral march. 1 am 
glad that there are still efforts to rekin- 
dle those momentous events in our po- 
litical history. However, itis a sad fact 
that many of our young people are шт 


Aglipay commended 
on war vs street crimes 


1WOULD like to commend Gen. Edgardo 
Aglipay for his performance as chief of the 
Philippine National Police. Within the 
short span of time he assumed his present 
position, he has already made a big differ- 
ence. He understands the primary con- 
cem of the majority of the citizens—they 
don feel safe anymore. Previous PNP 
chiefs simply ignored street crimes and 
instead made us believe that they are part 
of the urban landscape, as much as traffic 
and garbage. They failed to see that the 
increasing brazenness of street criminals. 
remains the bigger menace, although 
they do not grab the headlines the way 
the wars on drugs or kidnap-for-ransom 
do. 

We have seen the results of Aglipays 
initiaives—ncreascd police visibility and 
policemen on foot patrols—the only de- 
terrenis to street crime. May | just suggest 
that the PNP increase their number in 
streets like Araneta Avenue, Quirino Av- 
‘enue and other such streets that lead ro or 
are near schools. 1 hope that Aglipay will 
continue with these measures against 
street crimes which will do a lot to make 
us feel safer. fhe does, he will have raised 
the bar by which all those succeeding him 
willbe measured. 

More power to him and may we have 
more people in government like him, who 
strive to make a difference in our lives 
even in the short time that they get to 
serve the public. 

—MA. CRISITINA G. CRUZ, 
enz2k26 yahoo.com hk 


aware of Ninoy's self-sacrifice and hero- 
ism. In a way, 1 pity the younger genera- 
tion of Filipinos who.were not able to 
witness and experience the political up- 
heavals we, in the '60s and "70s, were 
fortunate to have been a part of. 1 still 
remember the Plaza Miranda bombing 
of the LP proclamation rally, the 1978 
Laban campaign and the noise barrage, 
the Aquino homecoming and its after- 
math including the weekly Makati ral- 
lies, the 1984 Batasan elections, the 


Morality 


IT is so easy to cry out “freedom of the 
press" when SM management decided to 
ban R-18 movies in their cinemas. But i, 
along with many others, am giving the 
move a thumbs up. 

1 grew up in a generation that wit- 
nessed the proliferation of dirty tabloids 
and “titillating” films, all done in the 
name of freedom. But while these a 
are so busy expressing themselves, I get 
into the lustful stares, the “tsansing,” and 
even the danger of being raped by men 
whose lust has been ignited by such frec- 
dom. lake a taxi and find the driver read- 
ing between green lights a sensually stir- 
ring column in some tabloid, and I won- 
der if 1 would make it home safely. 1 get 
home and turn on the TV and I see news 
about a grandfather raping his own 
granddaughter after watching a “titillar- 
ing" fim. | go out on the street to buy 
something from the convenience store, 
and what do I hear? Children—no more 
than 10 years old—singing malicious 
songs and dancing and laughing their 
heads off. And how many times have we 
heard young boys raping and abusing 
young girls? 

There is no question: this kind of art 
can so corrupt the minds of people. 
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Aquino-Marcos face-off in the snap 
presidential election of 1985 and, of 
course, the 1986 Edsa revolution itself. 
Those were the best of times and the 
worst of times, in a manner of speaking, 
Tam fortunate to have found a hero and 
role model in Ninoy Aquino. Sadly, our 
young people are still searching for 
their own. 
—FERDIET. SIBAL, 
18 Green Leaves St., Capitol Green 
Village, Tandang Sora, Quezon City 


Artists involved in this kind of industry 
practice freedom of the press at my ex 
pense, at the expense of those poor rape 
victims, and at the expense of corrupted 
young minds whom we often call "the 
hope of the future." They earn their thou- 
sands and reap their millions while they 
leave a trail of damage that no amount of 
money can ever repair. If they can have 
their freedom, what about mine? What 
about the freedom of others? 

Tam glad that SM management is tak: 
ing the risk and setting the standard not 
to show R-18 films in their cinemas. 1 do 
mot want my children to grow up in a 
morally corrupt environment. Who does? 
‘But wait a minute, did I just mention the 
words "morally corrupt’? Am 1 talking 
about morality here? Oh, no. There's that 
word again, morality. Who wants to talk 
about it? 1 do. 1 am talking about it. b 
lieve its high time we talked—and did 
something—about uplifting the morality 
of this nation. We are, after all, the only 
‘Christian nation in Asia. And contrary to 
what most people believe, we can do 
something about it. The new policy on SM 
cinemas isa good start. 

‘CHE GUTIERREZ, 
‘ech_ech@yahoo.com 
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IF you have any complaints, grievances or suggestions about the treatment of news | 

u may write to the Readers’ Advocate, Philippine Daily | 
Inquirer, Chino Roces Avenue, corner Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or | 
send а fax to Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or email readersadvocate@ inquir- | 


| 

Writers of letters to the editor are requested to include their complete address and | 
telephone or pager number or e-mail address for verification purposes. The Inquirer | 
will not publish any letter unless such information is supplied. 


—Archie Flores, Iloilo Cty 


Dear Readers, Text us your 
comments, suggestions and 
views on today's news or how it 
was delivered. Tell us about the 
news you are interested in and 
the things you want improved 
in your favorite newspaper. 
Text INQUIRER «section key- 
wort» name/city/message and 
send to 283 (Smart) or 2207 
(Globe). The section keywords 
are indicated in the logo of 
each section. 


jewelry to our govern- 
ment to help reduce 
our debt and deficit? 
по coz salaried employees have 
already sacrificed alot 4 our 
country by diligently paying their 
taxes 

— Jimmy Samonte, Makati 


Will йу donate cash or 


Sorry, big No. it willjust be lost 2 
corruption, besides 1 pay taxes 
regularly &honestly. 

— dji Debuyan, Negros Occidental 


ako hindi, dapat kasi magbayad 
ng buwis ang mga mamamayan ng 
tama lalo na mayayaman, di kasi 
yan makakasapat sa pagbabayad 
na utang natin 

— Malou Hndinero, San Jose, Bu- 
lacon 


donating cash or jewelry wit stil 
be going to the pockets of the 
politicians, its stilt useless! 


wat 42 so dos crooks can steal our 
hard-earned money again? u don't 
aska thief 2 pay ur debts, nor 2 
properly invest ur money 

—frudis Sapitan, Malolos, Bulacan 


Bawiin muna ang ninakaw na. 
laman ng kaban para maniwala ka- 
mi na serious ang administration 
sa sinasabi nila 

—R. Balbin, Cotabato City 


if donating cash or jewelry would 
be the last chance 2 save our na- 
tion from the crisis, ГЇ take the 
chance. 

—Reina Piangco, Capoocan, 
leyte 


00, basta hindi grupo ng mga 
"PULITIKO" ang hahawak ng mga 
donations! 

—R. Narca, Makati 


syempre hindi coz malay то! kung 
saan nila gamitin ang pera! Sa 
panahon pa ngayon! 

— Russel, Roxas City 


why willi donate anything when. 
Тт paying taxes. maybe we 
should eliminate corrupt govern- 
ment officials who keep d money 4 
their use 

—Leianne Razon, Porañaque 


no, I'm paying enuf tax already. 
Dat will suffice. D govt shld learn 


Gy 


pulubi! 


hod 


funds. 


3 —Divine Siasoco, Marikina 
some believe dat corruption must 

be dealt with first 

— Judith Africa, Lipa City 


help atall. 


по, because i believe dat the gov- 
emment has so much money but it 
does not prioritize where d money 


shud 9 


2 set their priorities п think twice 
before spending our money 
— Margarita Diamante, Lucena 


no! dadagdagan lang natin kuku- 
rakutin nila! ibigay ko na lang sa 


—Huan, Cagayan 


Isuggestthatall government em- 
ployees & officials will donate 1- 
day salary as an example 2 every- 


у, 
resa Diola, Butuan City 


no, i wud not give anything 2 d 
govt bcoz ihav no assurance dat d 
collection wil b handled wisely. 
—Iyenn С. Lipa City 

i wil donate money only if there is 
a safe process in receiving, keep- 
ing and spending the collected 


1won't donate bcoz Tm not sure 
where it will really be used. We 
shud donate 2 those hu are in. 
need. Govt doesn't deserve апу 


—Cyrus Corpuz, Covite 


Tricia N. Pribdhas, Quezon City 


No, da govt. officials are responsible 
4dat. stop coruption Zhelp fight 
poverty crisis, reduce debt & deficit. 
— Theresa Tanco, Parañogue 


beat d crisis. 


eltax go? 


deficit 


why not, if my savings outnum- 
bered my needs, Tl help d govt in 


alittle way i could. 


not d right way, 


iwiL not donate any of the 2. 
think they should focus on in- 
come generating projects n not on 
help. we need seriousness. 
—Francis Emralino, San Pablo City 


{will donate cash to our govt to 
ensure stability of our country. to 
help and sustain govt projects to 


—Efic Lotho, Sta. Rosa City 
Its gallant of DOT employees to 
start d piso-piso campaign. But 
Tm curious, where does all d trav- 
—Elizabeth Almario, Paroñoque 
No way! ano para madagdag sa 
kukurakutin ng mga ibang offi- 
cials, stop corruption para mawala 


—Amold Sahagun, Coloocan 


Sheryl City of Malolos 


No. Fd tyk 2 help d govt but dis is 


—M. Mamang, Isabela 


took from d Fil people. 
— Sheila Lachica, Pasig City 


TU give 4 d noble cause, being 
more capable dan fellow Filipinos 
hur behind bars but gave, trusting 
dat govt be frugal in dis hand 2 


mouth situation 
—Jen Nam-on, Makati 


payment of taxes 


tions 4 hospital patients 


ide Ciy 


nating 2 charity. D country needs. 


ets of politici 
there is a deficit. 


No! 


2 think of d welfare of d collective 
—Grace Yap, Las Piñas 


noi will NOT donate 2 our govt! 
We pay enuf taxes dat go 2 d pock- 
s, dats d reason 


—Charlene Caoili, Quezon City 


re we d ones hu wasted d 
money of d govt? why not ask 
mike arroyo (jose pidal) wer he 


keep it 
— Kristine Patdu, Bulacan 


no, bcoz only corrupt govt. officials 
wud benefit from our donations. 


— Sandro Sevilla, Cebu City 


naka-nakaw na йа sa banco, 


put r money. GMA ask ur husband! 


no way. i have been paying my tax 
right. Itis d corrupt people in 
‘govt who should return what they 


по, d govt has enuf money, it’s juz 
inefficient use of d money. But i 
will do my share 2 help, lyk proper 


Gerard Gumban, Davao City 


Dactof solicitation 2 help da govt 
isa noble deed, But 2 attract sup- 
port, we need a person 2 lead with 
integrity beyond reproach n not 
Speaker Jose de Venecia. It is akin 
2 dracula asking 4 blood dona- 


—Jerome Escobedo, Lapu Lapu 


no. not until pia politician give up 
der pork barrel n d president her 
social fund. its morally wrong 2 


Bakit tayo patak piso, sa BIR na 


pano pa ito wala recibo, walang 
sistema pa. yayaman todo c de 
Jun ao, aC 


No, our officials must stop kick- 
backs & corruption, den do their 
job honestly & well. Der will no 
nid 2 donate der salaries, nor 
ours. NO! Bcoz what I do not 
have, i cannot give! 

— Richmond Uy, Quezon City 


message: donate cash. Kam 2 
think of it, if all Filipinos wud jas 
give even P1, dat equals = about 
millions of it 

—Louella Khoo, Quezon City 


No. These govt. officials are our 
fiscal managers. They must be 
made accountable for where our 
economy is heading. 

— Eduardo Bongolan, Mandaluy- 
ong 


Hindi. Naisin ko man mag-isip 
para sa ikabubuti ng kolektibo, 
dapat maging patas ang gobyer- 
то, Pahirap na kami ng pahirap, 
ano pang maibibigay namin? 
—Serge Yap, Las Piñas 


{will not donate anything but i 
canbe of great help ifi myself be 
а good abiding citizen by paying 
taxes dat are due 

hie Santos, Parafiaque City 


ifi have money 2 donate why not. 
hope it wil help to reduce gover 
ment debt, not politicians debt. 
Harold Harvey Lu, Davao City 
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John O sues Cebu rivals for plunder 


CEBU CITY—Former Sen. John Osmefia yesterday filed a was also distributed among se- assets and total income dt 
complaint for plunder and graft against Cebu Gov. Gwen- k lected towns and villages to fund Р1,398,047. 

dolyn Garcia, her father former Gov, Pablo Garcia and four Р 3 te س‎ ие 
‘others before the Office of the Ombudsman in the Visayas. ЖАШ. works and estimates and did not Sept. 14 this year. 

Osmeña said Pablo Garcia used provincial treasurer Roy Salubre. follow any municipal or provin- "Everyone is entitled to his 
P1 billion in public funds to en- Вис the Garcia camp is plan- cial investment and development own entertainment,” she said, 
sure the victory of Gwendolyn in ning to file charges of oral Ч d plan. adding that Osmeña could “do 
the gubernatorial race last elec- “Public funds were paid outas whatever he wants to while he is 
tions. salaries and expenses to persons out of office, such as pursuing 

He said Gwendolyn conspired = ‘who worked solely in the political cosmetology and hair science.” 
with her father and four Capitol x campaign and propaganda activi- “Тат quaking and shaking-in 
department heads in “making legal counsel of the incumbent ties of then candidate Gwendolyn my high-heeled shoes," she said 
these "unwarranted, unreason- governor, said they were also ask- e 7 Garcia, orchestrated by her or by sarcastically. 
able, unjustified and illegal re- ing the four Capitol officials to al- her father and (the four Capitol Osmefia denied that his deci- 
leases that bankrupted the зо file a case against Osmefia to i officials) " said Osmefia. sion to file a complaint against 
provincial coffers and defrauded consolidate the cases. Pablo John refuted Osmefia’s the Garcias was meant to avenge 
the province of Cebu.” Ina letter to Deputy Ombuds- Ñ claims that the "Garcias his son, former Vice Gov. John 

Osmefia named these Capitol man for the Visayas Primo Miro, bankrupted Cebu." Gregory Озтейа who lost to 
personnel as provincial engineer Osmeña asked theantigraftoffice P500 million was spent in dole- “under the guise of an antidrugs Не showed reporters yester- Gwendolyn last elections. Connie 
Peter Madera, provincial budget to look into the disbursement of outs to selected barangays and education program and antidrugs day а copy of the Commission E. Fernandes, Kathy I. Navarro 
officer Eduardo Habin, provincial public funds in the province. municipal officials, public school campaign." on Audit report that said Cebu and Jolene R. Bulambot, PDI 
accountant Marieto Ypil and Osmefia alleged that about teachers and other personalities Не added about P300 million province ranked first in terms of Visayas Bureau 


e peta 


ROUNDUP 
18 die in grenade blast 


‘COTABATO—At east 18 people were wounded when a grenade exploded and 
gunshots were fred at the height ol a braw between army soldiers at a crowd- 
1 ' vitage dance here, officiais said, Police were investigating the incident hat 
E Bf occurred early Sunday on the outskirts of Balabagan town, in southern Lanao. 
ч. del Sur province, and would soon make arrests, officials said without elaborat- 
"ES opum ing. Soldiers, some of them drunk, parent had a misunderstanding and 
came to blows, followed by gunfire and a grenade blast. 


Gathering of Bicol priests Г 
THE BICOL clergy wil gather unt! Sep. 17 at the Holy Rosary Minor Seminary. 
in Naga Ciy in connection with he Pelalranci festivities, This is an annual 
gathering ol all Bicolano priests and bishops (more than 400 of them) coming. 
from the archdioceses of Caceres, Diocese ol Legazpi, Virac, Masbate, Sorso- 
gan. Daet, the prelature of Libmanan. and the military ordinariate. This annual + 
Gathering vas frst held on Sept. 18,1958. 


Killing over CARP land 

BACOLOD CITY-—An agrarian relorm beneficiary (ARB) allegedly shot dead a ; 
fellow ARB and injured his father on Friday in Barangay Santo, Binalbagan 
town, about 72.7 km south of here. Ins. Virgo de la Cruz, Binalbagan police 
‘hiet, said the suspect Roberto Vilanueva, 36, shot in the head las Gola Jr, 
оа member ol the Civilian Armed Forces Geographical Unit. Vilanueva al- 
legedly shot Gel’ father Ellas Sr. hitting him in the left hand. De la Cruz sald ; 
the victims and the suspect are both ARBs in the property of Manuel Abello, 
wich was placed under the Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program. He sald 
Vitanueva had an argument with the Gels reportedly triggered by land con- 
fic. Caria P Gomez, PDI Visayas Bureau 


New wage order issued 
COTABATO CITY- -Despte minor opposition trom the business sector, the Region- 
FLOOD CROSSING al Tipartte Wage and Productivity Board Lio] has released is jer 
The ingenuity of villagers of Sta. Ana, Pampanga is put to practical use as | ‘build a footbridge on top of floodwaters that takes too | ^or Central Mindanao effective Sept. 1. Lawyer Joel Gonzales, board secretary for ^ 
recede In thelr town. mr = т Tore | Салка ann sic new wapa order nas made manda for emgioyers! 
“o integrate” in the oid basic pay of P170 a P10 per day provisional emergency re 
lit assistance (Pera) Including te grant o a daly cost of ving alowance (Cola) 
Nor-agrouture workers are enti to a P20 Coia, whe those In the agriculture 


DOJ chief says Mystery surrounds Pinay Sage er ae 
be mec Er 
his critics all mante ento nents d аот ау 


i ? i i opposed to the new wage adjustment due to non- 
‘ys’ foolish Inaid's death in Singapore ЕЕЕ 


adjustment. Chare C. Safase, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


1 


By Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes be left behind," a teary-eyed sleeping, Aquino quietly left for аы 

By Nestor P Burgos Jr. PDI Northern Luzon Bureau Philip said. Manda nupbosealy for a we. Cops Shoot militiaman dead 
PDI Visayas Bureau B блога was insistent on day taining befor going to Sin. DAVAO CITY—Police authorities in the land Garden Cy of Samal shot 

MALASIQUI Pangesinan—Thie going. ур she waned to help рше. ead llama ае Friday evening after he took the T7-year ola giri she 
ILOILO  CITY—Mindng по із another story of a young wife meet the financial needs of her But later that day, Philip was Was Courting as hostage for more than five hours. Killed was Lloyd Alburo, a 
words, Justice Secretary Raul and mother who risked every- family and her sisters. Philip fi- surprised when she received a Cafgu assigned to the 12th Special Forces Battalion based In Barangay 
Gonzalez lashed at the Integrated thing by working abroad so her nally relented and gave P15,000 text message from his wife that Saquing in Makilala, North Cotabato. Chief Insp. Jose 'Сагитба, Samal po-: 
Ваг of the Philippines (IBP) for family would havea better life. In for her expenses. she was already at the Ninoy 12 chet, sald Alburo, armed with a grenade співу took the giri trom her 
the group's reported plan to block the process, she lost hers. Philip, a driver, said a town Aquino International Airport school and held her hostage in a neighborhood in pnr етина " 
his appointment before ће Com- On Aug 31, Leonora Aquino mate, Perla Isidro, recruited his and was about to board a Pm dal Messe toro. ato persuade tno maran by prelending io 
missnonAppointment(CA). went to Singapore to work as a wife and several others for do. plane. тн. The itm’ family triod to persuade e maman by тепл 

“Theyre all bas" Gonzalez domestic helpez Thee days later, mestcjobs in Singapore. whe sald she was using aa. sues tin wo ol o of rho git Саты aki iar аата D. 
said ina press conference shortly she was dead after she reportedly Irwasnot known ifAquino was other cellular phone because iy нед Alburo continued о pose a threat tothe pis tami, the negoti- 
after he arrived in lloilo Ску on fell from the window of the third - holding a tourist or working visa. somebody got her phone,” sting party and the neighborhood because he would not surrender the 
Friday. floor apartment of her employer. But it was possible that she held a Philip said. сенбе. Anthony S. Aliada, POI Mindanao Bureau 

“They don’t know what they're She would have tumed 30 on tourist visa because she had no When Philip sent a text mes- 
talking about that’s why I'm not Sept. 30. record with the Philippine Over- sage again saying he was the hus- One of Quezon’s most wanted falls 
afraid ofthese people," Gonzalez, Aquino's remains were seas and Employment Adminis- band of the woman who used the CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—Operatives of the Criminal investigation and De- 
а lawyer and former Iloilo con- brought back to her hometown tration, Philip said. unit and he wanted to talk to her, tection Group (CIDG) based in this camp arrested one of Quezon province's 
gressman, said. here оп Sept. 10 to the waiting After her death, Philip also re- he received a reply "I don't know most wanted criminals during a police operation inside his safe house in 

‘The IBP Board of Governors, arms of her husband Philip, 35, ceived a text message from Isidro her” Mabitac, Laguna, over the weekend: Supt. Mario Sanga, CIDG Calabarzon chie! 
the highest policy-making body and children Phoebe, 12; King thatshe had recommended Leonora After that, there was no more said jeepney driver Apolinar Campomanes, 51, had been in hiding for years ai 
of the 40,000-member lawyers’ Philip, 10; Raiza, 9, and Aira, 4. for direct hiring becauseshewasina news on the whereabouts of terhe was involved іп a murder case In Gumaca, Quezon. He sald the suspect 
group, passed a resolution last — "I did not want her to go, 1 humytoleave. Aquino. was arrested on Saturday night n а far-flung village In Mabitac after they re- 
year accusing Gonzalez of being told her that we could manage The Singaporean employer К was only on Sept. 3 when ceived a report on the suspects whereabouts from a concerned chizen. He sald 
behind the slashing of the P20- even if there was little money. sent the airline tickets so she Philip received reports from peo- Campomanes was arrested by virtue of a warrant of arrest Issued by Judge An- 
million annual legal aid subsidy Even my eldest daughter tried to could go immediately. ple sent by the woman who re. tono Mendez Sx ol the Gumaca Regional Tal Court. The suspect vas stad as 
given to the IBP. Stop her telling her she and her ` On the early morning of Aug. crulted Aquino that his wife was the th most wanted criminal in Quezon and carried a 175,000 reward foc is 

Gonzalez allegedly got irked siblings were still very young to 31, while her children were already dead. capture Marion Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau. 
after the IBP Board of Governors. 
objected to the registration with 
the ж and Exchange . 

Commission of the TBP Chapter to P20M 
am Pampanga gov vows to raise quarry revenue to Fz 
former congress founded, 

But Gonzalez said he was un- CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—In ‘Pineda, Cesar Magat and Sal- the collection target, Guiao said. Sen. Manuel Lapid, the governor out relying too much on the Inter- 
aware that the subsidy was what was said tobe his first meet- vador Dimson were absent. He said they asked this in the said: "We will do best efforts.” па) Revenue Allotment, the share. 
slashed. "It was the (Department — ing with the provincial board on Guaio, inaseparate interview, light ofthe trend in revenue gen- _ Unlike his fathers two last of local governments from the na- 
of Budget and Management) that фе issue of poor quarry collec- also confirmed the P20-million eration. terms as governor, the young , tional income. 

did not include it in the 2003 tions, Pampanga бох Mark Lapid target set by Lapid. ‘Citing reports from Provincial Lapid said he is dealing with the '  Guaio told the Ivgunen he 
‘budget, Whatdothavetodowith has promised to increase the rev- — "(The governor) asked us if Treasurer Vergel Yabut, Lapid, issue in the context of the na- urged the governor to “go be- 
that?" he said. enues to P20 milion this yea. we could give him atleast 100 who heads the task force, said tional government's fiscal crisis. yond target. He said his fiscaliz- 

He said the IBP does not get Reached by phone on Sunday days. In that time, he promised quarry: taxes collected reached The elder Lapid was cleared ing work did not stop with | 
P20 million from the government Lapid confirmed having made there would be significant im- P14 million in 2002, P6.9 million of graft charges а few months Lapid's promise to step up col- 
but from the funds of the that target in his Friday's meet- provement in the collections of іп 2003 and P6.5 million from before he ran for the Senate. Jections, М 
‘Supreme Court. ing with the provincial board, in- quarry taxes,” Guiao told the In- January to August this year. Guiao, according to a source in Тһе target seemed a small 

“Why are they charging me cluding its presiding officer Vice QUIRER. This nfeans that in the next the board, observed that the tar- fraction of the potential income. 
with the loss? That was а foolish Сох. Joseller Guiao. ‘While the board agreed to three-and-a-half months, the task get collection was “too small." He Various estimates pegged the 
resolution,” said Gonzalez. ‘The meeting, which took grant Lapid the so-called honey- force would have to produce earlier said the quarry revenues number of trucks hauling sand 

"The INoumza tried to reach BP place at 7 p.m. at the Fortune moon period, there was initial P13.5 milion to attain the target. could shore up the provincial gov. ош of Pampanga daily at 3,000. 
national president Jose Anselmo Restaurant here, was closed to skepticism if the provincial quar- Confronted with the same is- emment's finances for more social Tonette Orejas, PDI Central Lu- 
Cadiz! for comment bathe ‘was till the media. Board Members Lilia ry task force could really meet sue that besieged his father, now services and infrastructures with- зоп Desk 
i China tending a conference 
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Across the NATION 
' Man learns thieves’ tricks 


after losing 6 cell phones 


SIM SWAP on 
Session Road in 

1 Baguio City. The 
cellular phone 


CONRADO Aare, 32, of Pangil, Laguna, 
could be the unluckiest cell phone owner in 
Luzon. He lost six mobile phones since 1998 
and his experience is a virtual inventory of 
the common ways people lose their cellular 
phones. 

His first phone was a Motorola V2088. In 
‘September 1998, after buying VCDs in Diviso- 
ria during heavy rain, he lost it while transfer- 
ring from a tricycle toa taxi. He ran after the 
tricycle, but the driver sped off. 

Lost in the rain 

He “lost” his second phone, a Nokia 3210, 
sometime later, and the rain figured again. 
‘The phone (the model hit the market in 1999) 
was accidentally soaked in a downpour and 
could no longer be used. 


Sage 


In 2000, Adre, who works in Manila, 
bought a Nokia 3310. On one visit home, he. 
boarded a Laguna-bound bus at 2:30 am. 
and then slept during the trip. When he 
reached the terminal in Sta. Cruz, Laguna, 
he found that his phone, complete with its 
new colorful accessories, was no longer in 
his bag 


‘Laglag Barya Gang’ 

Fast forward a few years. An extra-cau- 
tious Adre boarded a Manila-bound jeep- 
ney at about 6 a.m., on his way to the of- 
fice, his Nokia 7610 inside his pocket. A 
motley group of passengers entered the 
jeepney. Just a few minutes later, his cell 
phone was gone. He had been the victim, 
he found out later, of the "Laglag Barya 
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[Drop Loose Change] Gang.” 

‘The phone he bought as replacement, a 
Nokia 3315, he lost again, to a snatcher. 
That fifth time, he was inside a Tamaraw 
FXtaxi. 

He lost his sixth phone, a Nokia 5510, to an 
acquaintance, who wanted to buy it in four 
“gives” or installments. After paying Adre a 
down payment of P1,000, the “friend” disap- 
peared. Adre hasn't seen the person ever 


"Don't fight it out’ 

“My experiences about cellular phones 
are very extraordinary" Adre told the In- 
олак. “I've learned .. зо many ‘modus 
operandi’ [sic] victimizing phone owners. 
But at least I'm proud and lucky. Why? Тап. 
still alive. There were many whose 5110s 
were snatched and fought it out but were 
killed.” i 

Adres advice to mobile phone owners: “In 
case your phone is stolen, you don't have to 
fight it out with the snatcher: Give the unit to 
him, rather than be killed. Then, buy а new 
one!” 


Albay governor 

In Albay, Gov. Fernando Gonzalez said the 
usual style of stealing phones was through 
“deception,” or the "12,3" style. Someone 
asks to borrow the cell phone to place an 
‘emergency call in exchange for P200. If the 
owner agrees, the borrower uses the phone, 
and then quickly leaves the owner behind, ot 
loses him ina crowd. This is a variation on the 
scheme that Adres acquaintance used on 
him 

The same thing happened to Ryan Manalo- 
to of San Fernando, Pampanga. Once, a man 
approached him, introducing himself as a 
barangay tanod (village watchman), and ask- 
ing him if he could use his phone to track 
down suspect. In minutes, Manaloto's Nokia 
3315 was gone. 


Pangasinan police 

Supt. Rayland Malenab, head of the Pan- 
gasinan polices intelligence unit, said 
their records showed that most phones 
were stolen while their owners were using 
them, either while walking or riding in 
jeepneys. Adre lost four of his phones in- 
side a jeepney or other public utility vehi- 
cles. In Legazpi City, police said most cell 
phone thefts happen inside passenger jeep- 
neys plying the Daraga-Legazpi route on J. 
P Rizal Street. 

In Puerto Princesa, said policeman 
Reynold Bufag, cell phones are usually 
stolen from backpacks of unaware victims 
while they are inside the public market 
where most petty thieves concentrate. Adre 
lost one phone while it was still inside his 
bag. The only difference was, he was asleep 
at the time, With reports from Romulo 
Ponte, Delfin Т. Mallari, Marlon Ramos, 
Madonna T. Virola, Jofelle Tesorio, 
Michael Jaucian, Ronnie Lorejo, Joyce 
Mejillano, Job Belen and Alan Pelayo, PDI 
Southern Luzon Bureau; Tonette Orejas, 
Anselmo Roque, Carmela Reyes and Jun 
Май, PDI Central Luzon Desk; and Yolan- 
da Sotelo-Fuertes, Peter La. Julian, Leon- 
cio Balbin Jr, Villamor Visaya Jr. and 
Gobleth Moulic, PDI Northern Luzon Bu- 
reau 


ise the way you experience images. Samsung's 

d-DNIg" (Digital Natural Image engine) chip 

Š sophisticated it can recognise and optimise 

е contrast, refine details and perfect colours. 

Discove ower of enhanced chip technology delivers 
a truly uf ial experience from within. 


Sbctimes Dent Image Optimiser 
vivid picture with ў a touching innovation in picture 
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Cell phones top loot of choice 


From pageAl 


the phone is, the cheaper human 
life become 
‘© Refusing to give up his 
phone, Jollibee crew member 
Richard Aumentado was shot 
dead in front of his sister, brother 
and girlfriend by two men whom 
he tried to fight of in April 2001. 
Richard and company were on 
ajeepney plying Timog Avenue in 
Quezon City when the robbers 
boarded, one armed with a 
sumpak (improvised shotgun). 
ө In July that same year, Joan 4 
Pudadera, He drivers daughter Manil year. his station recorded 433 promised the girls roles as “ex. ment timed with the crowd's wild 
and computer science student, was ther has been victimized. T/R cases, of which 135 cases (or tras” in a teen-oriented show and cheering. The leader then darted INTHE KNOW 
filled by two knifevwielding men The third and youngest child, 31.2 percent) involved се] eventreatedthemtoasnack. off with the phone and, after a 
in Quezon City who went after her then a political science student at phones. (Given the number of , She suggested that the girls few steps, “passed” the loot to an 
hone chee received ne pone the University of the Philippines days—244—covering that eight. “upgrade” and swap their old cell accomplice, who took off in an- | Tutok Kalawit 
Phy aday earlier asa gift Кот Бег in Manila, lost her phone in а month span, its as ifa phone T/R Phones for cutting-edge models other direction. The third gang | An attacker holding a bladed 
father on her 18th birthday. jeepney holdup on Taft Avenue сазе was reported in the area ev. With digital cameras “so they member pretending to be aspec- | Weapon inside is jacket (such 
Arrested three months later, two years ago. егу 1.8 days, or almost every oth- Would look more ‘sosyal during tator “blocked” the victim's path | as a fan knife orice plck) wraps 
one of the robbers confessed that The middle child, an appliance er day during the period.) the interview" with the talent when the latter tried to give | his arm around the victim's 
he and а cohort had sold Joan's store clerk, surrendered his Тһе 135 cases are broken manager Durana said chase, Eier ч reeks 
phone for only P2,000. phone to three men who boxed down thus: 27.4 percent, snatch- "And so the recruiter, who of. _ Gangs like this prefer to work ^ friends) and then sticks the hid- 
' In November 2003, Chris- him in while he was waiting fora ing; 26.7 percent, salisi (or theft fered to get them the latest mod- іп big shows like concerts, where | den weapon in the victim's side. 
tian Reyes, a nephew of celebrity ride home at 2 am. on Edsa- that relies on stealth); 20 per- © that same day, took all their they can easily spot those carry- | The attacker then brings the 
Badener Ricky Reyes, was Shaw Boulevard. “Give ttousor cent, armed robbery-holdup in phones—and never came back,” ing the more expensive models, , victim to an isolated place to di- 
driving down a busy sweet in ме will cut you down,” they the streets; 163 percent, armed ће said. “The giris were crying Durana said, adding: vest him of valuables. The typi- 
‘Manila when two armed men threatened him in Filipino. It was robbery-holdup in vehicles; 7.4 when they showed up at my sta- “When you expose your cam- ' calvictims of this street crime 
blocked his lane, approached his nearing Christmas in 2002, percent, pickpocket cases; and tion.” era-phone to take a photo of the are young professionals 
car and demanded his phone. The eldest child, who teaches 2.2 percent, bukas-kotse (break- Organized gangs resort to rus. performance, you are making 8 
He defiantly pushed back the at a university оп Taft Avenue, inginto a parked vehicle). es and misdirection, especially yourselfa target. Ipit Kotse 
hand of the one who tried o lost her phone after leaving it on That's theoretically six ways in When working big crowds, like “They putthemselvesin strate- | _ Attackers usually workin 
ach in through the car window, her desk in the faculty room which one can get mugged от what happened on Aug. 18 dur. gic positions and worm their way _ pairs Spotting a potential 
and for that he was shot twice sometime in March 2003. killed fora cell phone. ing the Bench “Understatement” into the crowd. Then they will ry tim driving a car with unlocked 
with a 38-cal revolver. His at- “Twas the last to join the ‘club,’ fashion show at the Araneta Coli- to disorient you to allow their co- doors, they will suddenly open 
tackers fed the scene empty. just last February” the mother, Con games seum. Ў horts [who grabbed the phone] to е doors while the car is at full 
handed. "mette Clavio, told the Qus. Вос then, statistics do not con- Durana said three homosexu- escape" Stop or atan intersection. Or, 
E "wes on an FX taxi, heading vey the ingenuity felons can em- als in their early 20s were arrest- This is why the usual perpetra- Using a car oftheir own, hey 
‘Those who survived home at around 7 p.m. after buy- ploy. edin the Big Dome that night, af tors of cell phone T/R are young, toros the violin 1o maneuver, 
One can get more disturbing ing groceries at Robinsons Place Durana recalled, for example, ter three members of the audi- agile persons. They can easily to'a comerOneolthestacits 
details and a sense of scale from (Manila), when four men got in. how a group of high schoo! girls ence separately reported to secu- outrun the victims. а раа 
анаа апда рапа tell nel могу: Iwo took the rear seats, the other from Antipolo City were conned riy guards how they lost their “Tve seen some as youngas 13,  yictimto open his door Theat- 
‘It took five men to get her two, the middle seats.” by an alleged show biz agent into phones to the gang. butrarely over 40," Durana said. tacker pushes the victim to the 
phone, recalled “Grace,” an em- One declared the holdup a few going to Cubao to mest a TV tal- „According to the соль aryl rarer 
ployee ofthe Department ofEnvi- minutes later: “Give us your cell ent manager. plainants, the lead thief grabbed Ready buyers a 
aoe oe Маг! Resources. phonest Hurry up,anddon'stare The alleged agent, a woman, Or picked their phones, his поте. Durana, who hasa Ph.D. in se- ed area to collect ali the valu- 
One afternoon in September atus" curity administration and who ables. Sometimes, the attackers 
2003, she was the lone passenger Tonette and the three other (— — — — —á Once headed the strategic infor- also steal the car. 
оп a jeepney traveling from passengers—all women—com- É CELLPHONE Э vicwsascry mation department of the UN- E 
Visayas Avenue to Edsa in Que- plied, except one who accidental @ il 1e: S sanctioned Philippine police Estribo 
zon City when five men got on. ly dropped her phone without the force sent to East Timor, offered a Attackers prey on passen- 
One immediately “sandwiched” men noticing it. But instead of 1- simple explanation for the rise of gers inside a bus or jeepney. 
her against the rear end of the picking up the phone to surren- cellphone T/R. ‘They usually position them- 
seat, one hung by the estribo, derit, she handed over her wal- “The offender has a lot of op- seves near the estriboorvehi- (ў 
serving as lookout, and the third let, Tonette noted. T e portunities to enjoy the fruits of  cle's exit. Sometimes, attackers © 
held her “by the ankles."Twooth- А. : À fis crime. Within hours, he can Occupy the step and declare a ae 
ers sat a few feet away from her, Microcosm of metropolis : dispose of the stolen item in holdup Or sometimes they may 


elderly driver. mew phenomenon that crime i < Stores. And there are ready buy. 098 passing between them., 
he man pressing against her statisticians at the local precinct ц ers because everybody just мап: Bukas 

produced a tiny blade, made an level tend to lump this together Y to havea cell phone.” ee E EN 

inchJong cut on the right side of with other “petty” theft and rob- In his jurisdiction alone, there i сес erer 1 


‘apparently to keep watch on the Cell phone theft is a relatively "fi pawnshops and second-hand Беи, 


: Ар ^ айу using lock picking. 
her pants, and within seconds Бегу (T/R) cases involving jewel- are up to 48 stores buying sec. Ш м 
wasibletopushherphoneoutof ry small cash, or shoplifted vd ond-hand phones, Durana sald. | tahanie personal dems e ine 
the slit. She was then also carry- items. Based on tactical interroga- | side the car 
ing a handbag containing cash, _ But an effort to isolate phone 8. tions, thieves and robbers may 
but rhe robbers ignored it. T/R in the police records has : i serie for as low as P1,000 to | Snatching 
Grace wept, and was unable to been initiated in some areas in 9- $ У 2,000 when selling an old-mod- The attacker grabs the vic- 
sleep that night. She was so trau- Metro Manila, like bustling j x el phone to a fence. Rarely are ; tim's cell phone, bag, wallet or 
ımatized that she did not buy a new Cubao District in Quezon City. е they paid beyond Р5,000 even for ' jewelry and then runs away. 
phone until three weeks later” "The key to solving crime в not „Wa qq а sophisticated cameraphone. | Sometimes, an attacker has an 
© Peter Tabingo, a newspaper just to make as many arrests as x ^ The fence, in turn, will usually | accomplice he passes the 
reporter, has lost four phones possible but to have really accu- 11. 9 double the price when he offers | stolen items to. Ihe is caught, 
since January 2001. Tate data. And this is what weve 2 the unit toan end-buyer tha tems will no longer be 
‘The first was snatched while he been doing since December 4 с Busy areas like intersections, | foundonhim. This models | 
was using it on а jeepney the thief 2003, said Supt. Benigno Du- where “disorder” tends to reign, | very common in highly populat- 
grabbing it through the window. rana Jr, the station commander provide the ideal quarry for | ed streets or dimiy it streets 
The second was taken from him at overseeing Cubao and nine sur- t J snatchers or holdup men, Durana | and alleys. 
gunpoint inside an FX taxi. The rounding barangays. 1. Baclaran, TE E said. “They usually strike during 
third he surrendered when "wo Durana presented to the IN- m. j Ё rush hours and look for soft tar- 
men poked two ‘Rambo’ (jungle) quier last week а pie chart that oe 1 gets like women and young stu- 
knives at both sides of my ribs" as basically profiles the kind of cell 3 dents, someone who looks tenta- enough, Durana said. 
they saton a jeepney and the fourth phone thieves and robbers prowl- Я tive or confused, like a probin- "Аз in money laundering, you 
helosttoa pickpockeronabus. ing Cubao, a commercial hub 18. MLO Roadnear Jot ЫЎ] sano, andwhoisunlikelytofight have to make the criminal's world 
In all these incidents, Tabingo where the daytime population "bes, Lower Bicutan, j back” smaller, The support structure 
sald, he had his watch, wedding reaches 1.2 million daily. His turf, T9 i ‘But for law enforcers to simply [meaning the market for fenced 
g and wallet on him—but Durana said, could pass for a “mi- 18. Alabang under the i match the criminals in terms of goods] must be weakened,” he 
these were not touched. rocosm" of Metro Manila. ipee, mm speed, ground coverage and vigi- added. (Next: The figures don't 
e At the Clavio household n From January to August this Muntinupa ty 3, lance in the streets may not be tell the real story) 


Stolen phones end up in shopping centers 


From page Al ‘Commonwealth, it died,” Cuenca phones. phones? Very he said. Nokia unit is the easiest to dis- number with that of rhe stolen 
said, adding: ‘Three kinds of phones are sold А felon's first stop is his com- poseof, PO1 Ruel Alingasan seid. unit, it matched,” 
the phones original box. The "Ме found out that we had in there—brand-nev, second-hand munity. He offers the stolen _ Alingasan's job includes profil- A receipt showed thar the store 
phone had been sent from the fact blocked his phone. He had and reconditioned.” phone to friends and neighbors, ing suspects and drawing infor- had bought the phone for P6,000 
US," NuevaEspafia said. bought a stolen unit." А reconditioned phone is as- investigators and intelligence of- mation from them during interro- from a Ronald Rivera, a name po- 
In July police caught a robber Police accompanied the stu- sembled here but the parts come ficers said. gations. lice believed to be fictitious, 
who admitted having sold cell dent to the stall, where he gothis from abroad, according to a At times, a neighbor knows a Hesaidasuspectoncetoldhim Іа the end, police charged the 
phones to a stall in Greenhills. money back, Cuenca said. saleswoman. It is 20-50 percent buyer who will pay aheftiersum. that someone was roaming the shop owner with violating the an 
They were able to confirm the ve: In another case, police accom- cheaper than a brand-new one, This neighbor is sometimes the Tumana District in Marikina City tifencing law. But the case was 
racy of his tale, according to panied a woman whose phone but its quality is not guaranteed local drug pusher, according to to buy stolen phones. But police dismissed after the shop owner 
NuevaEspafa. had stopped working to a shop at by the Bureau of Customs or by Supt. Rodel Jocson, former head were never able to trace the per- settled with the victim. 
Riverbanks in Marikina City mobile phone manufacturers, she of the EPD's special action unit son or prove his existence. 
Blocking them where she had bought it. She, said. ‘and now chief of the San Juan po: 1а March, 25-year-old Maricris Dilemma 
The National Telecommunica- too, got her money back. (A ranking police official ofthe lice. де la Cruz lost her phone to rob- _ Here lies another police dilem- 
tions Commission (NTC) knows Cuenca listed Ever Gotesco in Eastern Police District bought a The felon, who sometimes bers in Marikina. Police recovered ma: Victims often drop a case 
that some stolen phones wind up Quezon City, Ушта Mall in Green- reconditioned phone in Green- breaks the law to sustain an ай. itin ashop atthe Sta, Lucia Mallin once they get their phone back or 
in second-hand shops in commer. hills, Harrison Plaza in Manila, hills two Sundays ago. He said it diction, either trades the phone Pasig City She identified the phone receive a monetary equivalent. 
cial centers and Riverbanks as among the conked out after a day. He had it for drugs or receives a measly through its serial number Once the case is dropped, fencing 
Engineer Danilo Cuenca, places where stolen phones are replaced.) 1,000 to P3,000 for it, depend- Insp. Antonio Cruz, then cannolonger be proven, 
head of the NTC's One Stop Pub- landed. ‘But police officers say a “recon- ing on the model, Jocson sald. Marikina’s chief investigator, said “Buying second-hand phones 
lic Assistance Center (Ospac), : diioned"phoneisamisnomer Ап intelligence offcer in ал informant called police to say without documents like a receipt 
said his office had received com. Reconditioned ‘And the NTC does not believe Marikina said a Nokia 7650, а twomenweresellingacell phone or a purchase order encourages 
plaints about phones that The Greenhills shopping cen- reconditioned phones come from high-end cell phone, was sold for to the Rightstuffstore in the mall. thieves and robbers. In а way, 
Stopped working after a week. terishometoscores of cell phone abroad. “That is their explanation only P3,500 to P6,000 in a de- After coordinating with the they are financing this crime,” 
‘The phones turned out to have shops—its major come-on, Hun- ... to get away with it. The truth pressed area in the city. mall's security office and the Pasig said Senior Supt. Felipe Rojas of 
been stolen, and the NTC had dreds of people—rich and poor is, these parts come from traded Нете are other prices: Nokia police, 5РО1 Reynaldo Tiburcio the Marikina police. 
blocked them. alike—go there daily to buy a phones and the like,” said Cuen- 3310, P1,700; Nokia 3210, and PO1 Edward Beltran went to 504 Jess Macalintal, a veter- 
"Here's this case of a student. phone. c. P1,000; and Nokia 3200, P3,000. фе shop and asked the saleswom- ап investigator of the EPD, pro- 
He came to us crying. He said he Some shops offer repair and anto letthem inspect the phone. posed that shops, pawnshops and 
had saved hard for the phone, upgrade services; others, mobile Drugs Phone stories “The cops insisted on seeing other buyers be required to ask 
and then one weekafterbuying phone accessories. Some can  Howlikelyisittharsomeofthe Other brands are sold for in- the mobile phone,” Cruz said. for a receipt when purchasing a 
from a stall in Ever (Gotesco) on crack a locked phone, some swap parts may have come from stolen credibly low prices as well, but a “When our cops checked its serial second-hand cell phone. 
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Off limits 
ell’ 
thieves 


By Luige A. del Puerto 


COMMERCIAL establishments in 
Greenhills in San Juan, and in the 
Ortigas Center in the cities of 
Pasig and Mandaluyong have 
agreed on points aimed at regu- 
lating the sale of cell phones. (See 
related story on Page AL.) 

Stall owners are now required. 
to provide police an inventory of 
second-hand cell phones on dis- 
play, according to St. Supt, Jesus 
Jose Samson, former chief of the 
San Juan Police. 

Businessmen and police offi- 
cials met early this month to dis- 
cuss measures that would help 
prevent stolen phones from inun- 
dating stalls in Greenhills, Orti- 
gas Center and other commercial 
areas. 

‘The problem is acknowledged, 
but largely undocumented. 

“We are doing this to prevent 
robbers and thieves from selling 
their stolen goods here in Green- 
hills,” Samson said in a phone in- 
terview. 

Under the agreement, police 
will get the inventory every 15 
days. t will list the brand name 
and serial number of each of the 
displayed phones as well as those 
that have been sold, Samson 
said. 

Each stall must also get a cer- 
tificate from the office of the po- 
lice chief stating that all its 
phones have been acquired legal- 
у 

То make it more convenient for 
businessmen, the police chief will 
spend an hour ог two in Green- 
hill to make himself available. 


Reyes faces new murder raps: 


By Armand N. Nocum and Nelson Е Flores 


WHEN it rains, it pours. 

‘This time, the live-in partner of a suspected 
abductor of slain kidnap victim Betty Chua Sy 
has accused Interior Secretary Angelo Reyes, 
National Bureau of Investigation Director 
Reynaldo Wycoco, former Philippine National. 
Police Director General Hermogenes Ebdane 
Jc, and several others of conspiring to kidnap 
Зу, and killing others allegedly involved in the 

Ina supplemental complaint affidavit filed 
in the Office of the Ombudsman, Betty S. Arci- 
аа also accused Reyes of commiting graft 
when he allegedly ordered the release of P1 
million for the capture of Zosimo Lauzon, 
whose participation in the crime bad report- 
edly not been established. 

Murder. charges had earlier been lodged 
against Reyes before the Ombudsman by Ros- 
айе Ramoso, a sister of Rogelio and Ronaldo 
Ramoso, suspected kidnappers killed by Na- 
tional Anti-Kidnapping Task Force (NAKTF) 
personnel last year. 

Also included in Arciaga's complaint were 
civic leader Teresita Ang See, Criminal Inves- 
tigation, Detection Group head Supt. Jesus 
Versoza and GMA television reporter Лаві 
Manicad, among others. 

‘Arciaga said all those arrested, including 
her live-in partner Mariolito Demol, Marioli- 
to's father, sister and uncle, never took part in 

's murder, and that it was “immoral” and 
“dishonest” for Reyes and the other respon- 
dents to release the reward money for the ar- 
rest of mere fall guys. 

Arciaga also accused Reyes of allegedly fak- 
ing raids and staging kidnappings so he and 
his group could claim the credit when the 
crimes were solved. 

"There was a "pattern" in other NAKTF op- 
erations where they would recruit and then 
Kill their agents, branding them as members 
of kidnapping syndicates, she alleged in her 
complaint. 

Reyes, for his part, said the new charges 
against him “are preposterous and have 
shown how desperate my detractors are. 
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Desk Editors Cenon B. Bibe, Ester G. Dipasupil 


Chiming that his critics had "gone 
berserk,” Reyes said the “incredible” charges 
made him wonder whether or not he should 
even respond to these. 

“Lam trying to do a good job, and all these 

people want is to demolish me,” the DILG 
[еза said, adding that he expected “more in- 
credible yarns” would be woven against him. 

At the same time, Reyes noted that the con- 
tinuing attacks were obviously intended for 
the benefit of members of the powerful con- 
gressional Commission on Appointments who 
are scheduled to deliberate on his appoint- 
mentas Interior secretary. 

Reyes vowed to find out the person(s) be- 
hind “this obvious demolition job.” 

“Т exert every effort to find out who is be- 
hind this,” Reyes said, although he refused to 
speculate who could be behind what he called 
a smear campaign. 

Ал See, on the other hand, lashed back at 
Arciaga for “allowing” herself to be used by 
‘kidnapping syndicates. 

‘There was no basis to accuse her of conspir- 
асу when her only part in the Sy case was to 
atend a press conference where Demol was 
presented as a witness, she added. 

“I was included in the complaint because 1 
had refused to join a certain John Tiongco in a 
press conference where I was asked to hit 
Reyes,” Ang See said. 

Earlier Interior Undersecretary for admin- 
istration and Reyes’ spokesperson Melchor 
Rosales labeled as a "fabrication" all the crim- 
inal charges filed against his superior. 

Rosales said the Ramoso brothers were re- 
sponsible for the abduction of Gian Jethro 
Chua, who was rescued by МАКТЕ operatives 
on Dec. 30 in Calamba, Laguna. 

The task force was then headed by Reyes. 

The Office of the Ombudsman has yet to 
decide on the Ramoso case despite the failure 
of the complainant to show evidence of foul 
play in the slaying of the Ramoso brothers, in- 
cluding her claims that Rogelio wasa МАКТАР 


“This is part of a series of harassment 
charges against the Secretary" he said. 


M 


E 


BETTY Arciaga holds the complaint sheet she fled in the Office of the Ombudsman 
against Interior Secretary Angelo Reyes and several others allegedly involved in 
the kidnapping and murder of Chinese-Fiipino executive Betty Sy. 
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Tight watch on gas 
stations in Metro 


By Nancy C. Carvajal 


HOW VULNERABLE to terrorist 
attacks are gasoline stations in 
Metro Manila? 

This is what newly appointed. 
Southern Police District Director 
Wilfrido Garcia wanted to find out 
yesterday when he ordered police 
station heads to assess the security 
vulnerability of Shell and Caltex 
gasoline stations in Metro Manila. 

‘The written directive cited var- 
ious intelligence reports that 
rebel groups would launch ter- 
топ attacks from Sept. 15-21 in 
the metropolis. 

The Armed Forces and the 
Philippine National Police have 
raised the alert level in the coun- 
ту, following a car bomb explo- 
sion that killed nine persons and 
wounded 170 others in Jakarta 
last week. 

But Garcia dismissed the order. 
as “routine communication," 
adding that he wanted to reiter- 
ate the order of National Capital 


NBI has 2 
witnesses 
in Nida slay 


By Lella B. Salaverria 


THERE could still be hope for the 
Nida Blanca murder case. 

National Bureau of Investiga- 
Чоп Director Reynaldo Wycoco, 
said yesterday that the bureau 
has two possible witnesses who 
could bolster the case against 
main suspect Rod Strunk, hus- 
band of the slain movie actress. 

"Wycoco also lauded the re- 
cent Court of Appeals decision 
dismissing the petition of 
Strunk's lawyers to quash the 
murder case filed against him 
before the Pasig Regional Trial 
Court, saying the decision 
showed the case against Strunk 
жаз strong. 

Blanca (Dorothy Jones in real 
life) was found dead on Nov. 7, 
2001 inside her car parked at the 
Atlanta Center in San Juan, 
Metro Manila. 

Her husband was earlier 
tagged by suspect Philip Medel as 
ihe mastermind behind her 
killing. 

Strunk is now in the United 
States. The US District Court ear- 
lier junked the country’s request 
for his extradition, but the Philip- 
pines is set to re-file а request for 
his extradition soon, 

The first witness, a woman 
whose name the bureau is with- 
holding, was able to deseribe the 
car that Strunk took during Blan- 
cas wake. 

‘The description reportedly tal- 
lied with that of the vehicle an- 
other witness said was used dur- 
ing surveillance operations con- 
ducted on the actress. 

The second possible witness, а 
man, allegedly knew about the 
surveillance done on the actress 
days before her death. 


€ 


Region Police Director Avelino 
Razon, ensuring precautions for 
the people's safety and the securi- 
ty of vital installations, 

Asked to comment why Caltex 
and Petron were specifically men- 
tioned in the directive, Garcia 
said: "Maybe because they are 
the biggest oil company players." 

Garcia added that economic 
centers that are vulnerable to at- 
tacks are also well-guarded and 
subjected to regular checks to see 
if the necessary security. mea- 
sures are in place. 

“We are instituting security 
surveys of possible targets based 
оп intelligence reports” he 
stressed 


‘According to Garcia, the regular 
inspection of target areas is neces- 
sary to be able to detect the vulner- 
ability of any vital installation, 

right information 

ilities of identified pos- 

sible targets is a big factor in car- 

tying out countermeasures neces- 
sary to thwart possible attacks, 


Pasig 


Corp. 


make 
On 
from 


been shut down. 

Mayor Vicente Eusebio re- 
voked the permit of LMG 
Chemicals Corp., 
side the Chemphil Compound 
оп Elisco 
Kalawaan. The "cease and de- 
sistorder" said the plant was an 

"imminent threat to life, health 
and property,” the mayor said 
in his letter to LMG Chemicals 


Fernandez, 

Eusebio said he would not al- 
low the plant to operate in his city 
again. The plant produces sulfu- 
ric acid, an ingredient used to 


School appeared to have been af- 
fected by toxic fumes that al- 
legedly came from the plan, 


City over the weekend has Racquel 


RO). 
located in- 


Road, Barangay 


General Manager Jose 


soap and acid battery. 
Friday, about 25 students 
San Joaquin Elementary 

plant. 


leading school officials to send 
them to nearby hospitals for 
treatment. 

Minor gas leaks had earlier 


head of the City Environment and 
Natural Resources Office (CEN- 


Beyond limit 

Оп Thursday night, “erratic 
operations" had been noted, and 
sulfur dioxide emissions from the 
plant had gone beyond the allow- 
able amount for three hours, she 
said. The plant replaced 

pump, and this might 
have triggered further leaks, ac- 
cording to the Cenro chief, 

The Friday incident was the 
second time gas had leaked from 
the plant, Eusebio said. In August 
2001, a housewife died, while 30 
Others were hospitalized after 
toxic fumes leaked from the 


area, said 


ture leaks. 


Then-mayor Soledad Eusebio 
ordered its temporary closure. 


Mall stalls not open for business 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


FOUR hundred stalls have been 
shut down by the Caloocan City 
government because its owners 
had not paid taxes, or had con- 
ducted business without the nec- 
essary permits. 

The move is part of City 
Hall's efforts to boost tax col- 
lections in the wake of РЗ bil- 
lion in debts the new adminis- 
tration is facing, said Mayor 


Obando rites 


By Angela Blardony Ureta 


FISHERMAN Ricardo "Boy" de Armas 
has lived in Obando all his adult life. He 
remembers a time when a rich variety of 
fish and crustacean thrived in the abun- 
dant rivers that surrounded Bulacan and 
Navotas, giving the area its reputation of 
being the primary fish рог in Luzon. 

‘Over the last two years, however, De 
‘Armas and his fellow fisher folk have 
been alarmed by the steady decline of 
their day's catch. 

Their misfortune, he said, had been 
‘brought about largely by the creation of 
the now-controversial sanitary landfill 
in Barangay Tanza, Navotas. Residents 
of Obando, particularly those from 
Barangay Salambao, have long raised 
their concem about the foul odor and 
health hazards brought about by the 
dump that is, ironically, situated closer 
to their own neighborhood even if it is 
across the border from its source. 


Frustration 

Concern has given way to anger and 
frustration, as De Armas pointed iraely 
tothe 10-hectare dump as the source of 
filthy leachate that makes its way into 
the fishponds, polluting the waters and 
threatening to decimate their catch. 

De Armas, who currently heads the 
Obando chapter of Pamalakaya, a na- 
tional federation of fisherfolk, said they 
had complained about the nuisance for 


Enric 


The stalls, all inside the Ever 
Gotesco Grand Central Mall, 


were 


owners failed to meet the re- 
quirements set by the notice of 
delinquency given to them a 
month ago, said Melanie Malaya 
of the business permits and li 
censes office. 

Many of the stall owners had 
mot paid their taxes since 1997, 
she added. 


o Echiverri 


closed on Friday after the 


permits. 


under threat 


two years, but were often told by author- 
ities that the dump was legal. Where was 
‘one supposed to go, he lamented. 

De Armas and his group were among 
the more than 300 participants at the 
Sept. 1 celebration of the Global Day of 
Action Against Waste in Obando, where 
a coalition of environmental advocates, 
church-based groups, campus and civic 
organizations joined concemed resi- 
dents of Bulacan and Navotas in calling 
forthedump's immediate closure. 


Pleas 

Through reenacting Obando's tradi- 
tional Maytime fertility rites, protestors 
dramatized their pleas against the рег. 
ils brought about by incineration and 
waste dumping. "For generations, 
childless couples have been coming to 
Obando to pray that they be granted 
children," said Cita Eulogio, spokesper- 
son of the local senior citizens group 
and one of the principal organizers of 
the dance-protest. “Now, because of our 
exposure to the dangers brought by the 
dump, residents here could be infertile 
themselves!” 

‘The "sayaw protesta" was led by pop- 
ular actress-environmentalist Chin- 
Chin Gutierrez. “Apart from dramatiz- 
ing the threat of barrenness to both 
‘man and nature, this mass action is an 
appeal for peace," said Gutierrez, who 
also heads the public relations commit- 
tee of Mother Earth Foundation. 


Serge Osmena’s past revisited 


SEN. SERGIO Osmefa Ш should have 
‘come out with proof that some members 
їп thé Macapagal-Arroyo Cabinet were 
the “brightest crooks” close to Jose Pidal. 

‘The senator was referring to First 
Gentleman Mike Arroyo as Jose Pidal. 

Although Osmefia didn't mention 
the “brightest crooks” by name, he cit 
ed the appointments of former Ambas- 
sador Thelmo Cunanan to the Social 
Security System (SSS) and Bernardino 
Abes to the Government Service Insur- 
ance System (GSIS), among others. 

“That isthe reason why these govem- 
ment corporations are losing billions in 
taxpayers money" Serge Osmena said. 

That was very unfair of Serge. Such 
a serious accusation should have 
been accompanied with proof. 

But Serge didn't care about destroy- 
ing other people's reputations, perhaps 
because he wanted to give way to his 
personal vendetta toward the Arroyos. 

Mike Arroyo-claims that Osmefia 
could not forget the defeat he suf 
fered at the hands of Gloria during 
the 1998 vice presidential polls in Ce- 
bu, his own bailiwick. 

Osmefia, according to Mike Arroyo, 
also could not get over the defeat of 
his candidate, Fernando Poe Jr, in the 
last presidential election. Osmefa 
campaigned actively for FPJ in Cebu, 
‘and yet the actor was trounced. 

Why does Озтейа still insist that 


Он TARGET 


Ramon Tulfo 


Arroyo is Jose Pidal when no less than 
the Philippine National Police Crime 
Laboratory says that Ignacio "Iggy" 
‘Arroyo, now a congressman in Ме- 
gros Occidental, signed as Jose Pidal? 

Ironically, Iggy Arroyo won by a big 
margin over his opponent because he 
adopted Jose Pidal” as his other name. 

Aid since Osmeüa has been 
spreading rumors about the Arroyos, 
the Arroyo camp is playing the sena- 
tors own game of gossi 

Psssst! According to a gossip, Iggy 
was once romantically involved with 
Serge's first wife. 

“Mukhang hindi matanggap ni 
Senador hanggang ngayon na kuya niya 
si Iggy (t seems that the senator up to 
now can't get over the fact that Iggy was 
his first wife's boyfriend before him)" 
said a naughty underling of the Arroyos. 

“Kuya” has a naughty context. 

Haaay, Pinoy! 

Last Saturday was World First 
Aid Day of the Red Cross. 


‘The Philippine National Red 
Gross (PNRC) held its “First Aid 
Olympics" among its officials and 
employees with the participation of 
some outsiders. 

‘The First Aid Olympics empha- 
sized the need for giving immediate 
treatment to victims of accidents, 
drowning, strokes or heart attacks 
before they are taken to the hospital. 

PNRC Gox. Lourdes Casas-Que- 
zon said their target is to produce 
first aid volunteers in every home 
or office because untoward things 
happen in these unlikely places. 

My staff at “Isumbong mo kay 
Tulfo” and I were the other parti 
pants in the PNRC mini-Olympics. 

We were the only outsiders in the 
first aid And we learned 
first aid, from bandaging wounds to 
reviving an accident victim through 
mouth-to mouth resuscitation. 

Most PNRC officials and employees 
are volunteers, meaning they don't 
get paid or are paid nominally, if at all. 

But I've never seen such dedica- 


That's the least you can do to a person. 
who gives of himself or herself in the 
service of saving lives. He or she does 
that because he loves his fellowmen. 


They also allegedly settled 
their permit fees with barangay 
officials, but these were not re- 
mitted to the city government. 

Malaya said they would press 
charges against these officials i 
the allegations are rue. 

Owners of the closed stalls 
would be allowed to reopen 
their shops, but only after they 
pay their taxes and have ap- 
plied for the necessary business 


Drown себи, и 


و 


The environment department lat- 
er found out that the plant failed 
to meet the environmental stan- 
dards the department had set. 


Then-senator Robert Jaworski, 
former head of the Senate com- 
mittee on ecology and environ- 
теп, had recommended that the 
plantbe permanently closed. 
‘After the 2001 incident, LMG 
had promised to upgrade its anti- 
pollution system to prevent fu- 


"Even if it gives us around РІ 
‘acid million in taxes, I'm closing it 


M^: 


Chemical plant closed 


By Luige del Puerto. 


THE CHEMICAL plant suspected. 
of leaking sulfuric acid that 
downed around 25 students in 


down," the mayor said. 

Pearl Laurea,  Chemphil 
spokesperson, said LMG Chemi- 
cals respects the decision of the 
city government to shut down 
its sulfur acid plant. She added 
that LMG would withhold com- 
‘ments on accusations that a gas 
leak from their plant was the 
culprit until it receives a report 
оп the results of an investiga- 
tion into the incident from the 
Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources, and the 
Multipartite Monitoring Team 
created to investigate cases of 
this nature. 
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GILLEST MOLDINGS, INC. 


Management 
Vm Association of the 
j a] 


Philippines and 


present 
3rd MAP International CEO Conference 
Conterence Thome: 


“Survive and Excel In Turbulent Times” 
11 November 204 Thursday 
Rizai Balroor Makali Shangrila 


SESSION ON “WRAP-UP AND NEXT 
STEPS: identify the Critical Few 


Objectives 
of the Executive Team” 


From the broad context of the ever 
‘changing business environment to the 
(greet examples of survival and success. 
Stories this final session wil alow CEOs 


urgent and important aspects of their 
jobs from everything else, and then 
articulate what they consider to be their 
three or four Соса! Few as en excelent 
‘and prectical take-away from the 
Conference. This allows the 
participating executive to synthesize 

the inputs of the day into а clear plan 
of acton that he/she and the rest of 
the executive team can discuss, arriva 
ж а consensus on, and implement as 
potential sources of breakthroughs in 
their effectiveness ав leaders faced 
with the realities of turbulent times. 


Ог. FRANKLIN С. ASHBY 
Author of Embracing Excellence” 
‘ond the scontobe reins 
"Back on Track” 

President and CEO of The Leadership Capital 
Group LLC 


Othor Sessions: 

© SURVIVE AND EXCEL 
IN TURBULENT TIMES 

(© OPPORTUNITIES ABOUND: 
TURBULENCE 
NOTWITHSTANDING 

ө SMEs: ONWARD ANO UPWARD 
CREATING A BUILT-TOLAST FIRM 
BEING A 2157 CENTURY LEADER 


The author of four recent books on 
leadership and the building of high- 
performance organizations, Dr. Ashby 
rings over 20 years of experience as 
а company president and senior 
executive to his work with clients in 
most major industries. А frequent 


he is also often desoribed as one of 
America’s leading experts on 
‘organizational strategy, organizational 
cultures and the developing of 
‘organizational leaders. 


© He is the author of the current 
version of the Dale Carnegie Course, 
tha bestcoling сетер program of ali 
time, and served as the supervising 
editor of the current edition of How to 
Win Friends and Influence People, 
recently voted the #1 Business Book 
‘ofthe 20th Century. ` 


and organizational developmer 
MA in aduit development from Columbia 
University, an MBA in marketing end 
finance from NYIT and а BA in 
‘counseling peychology from Hofstra 
University. He is also a graduate of the 
Executive Program in Management. 
Systems at the Columbia Business 
School 


‘Management Association 
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Best-of-3 for Ateneo, La Salle on 


1 twice-to-beat bonus by finishing on top of the 
Mec m licatens ийй an 113 dare They wil dash 


I= А CRUCIAL game that will With fourthseed University of the East Warriors 


“Text us your feedback: Inquirer sprt naralcity/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


formances were reflected in a 34 winlos 
record in the second round. 

Even coach Sandy admits the 
Eagles, who were routed by FEU, 6551, at the 
close of the eliminations, are the underdogs today. 

“We are coming off a Saturday game, so we 
only have two days to rest and prepare. And 
there's the fact that La Salle is on a winning 
streak" he said. 

‘And its a streak that La Salle mainly owes to 
Mac Cardona. Based on numbers released by 
PLDT Vibe and Soho Connect, UAAP' official 
statistician, Cardona is running second in the 
MVP race. 

The 640021 workhorse, who ranked behind 
РЕЙ Arwind Santos (13.5 ppg, 10.3 rpg), is the 
leagues top scorer witha 15.8 point average. He 
also tallied 6.1 rebounds, finished seventh in as- 


sists (2.6 apg) and ninth in seals (1.3 spp). 

But while La Salle only has Cardona in the top 
10, Ateneo has three MVP candidates оп йз roster 
JC Ina ranked third (1.9 ppg, 83 rpg) assist 
leader LA Tenorio at fourth (104 ppg, 65 rpg 5.2 
apg) and Paolo Bugia at ninth (10.1 ppg 7.5 IPE). 

‘Ateneo is also the second best three-point 
shooting team-—led by Chris Tiu and Magnum. 
Membrere—with а 247-percent average, La 
Salle brings up the rear at 20.1 percent. 

La Salle though, has the league-best record in 
steals at 7.7, while Ateneo ranked sixth at 54. 

In their first-round meeting, Ateneo rallied 
from a 15-point deficit to escape with a 75-72 
‘win, But La Salle exacted revenge in the second 
round with an emphatic 72-61 victory. 

"The initial Final Four meeting between Ate- 
neo and La Salle isset this Sunday. 


certainly be added to the sto- EG ainai e NO Lara e copes of 
ried rivalry of the Ateneo Ea- лето which dropped шо a tie for second t 
gles and the De La Salle Archers in 104wihlaSale 
JAAP basketball t t. While they split their rwo games in the elimi- 
the UAAP basketball tournament. „Wile they li their nwo games în the dimi- 
The Eagles and the Archers dispute the No.2 on a six-game roll. 

slot and the second twice-to-beat incentive in “Tm confident with the condition of my play- 
their own Final Four duel when they clash at ers. We're really in great shape. КЗ going to be a 
3:30 p.m. today at the Arane- great 7 said coach Franz Pumaren of 
„ taColieum. the Archers, who emerged the top offensive team 

S The defending this season with a 40.2-percent shooting clip. 
SS SOA champion Far East- While La Salle showed vast improvement, 
о «п Tamaraws Ateneo fizzled after an amazing seven-game 


claimed the frs sweep of the first round. The Eagles erratic per- 


U.S. OPEN DEMOLITION 
Federer smothers Hewitt, 


Pasa issue 
goes to POC 
arbitration 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 
THE PHILIPPINE Olympic Committee will 


NEW YORK—Roger Federer 
became the first man since 


to win his first four Slam finals, 
going back to his 2003 Wimbledon 


Grand Slam titles. 
‘Asked if there was anyone who could 


ROGER Federer 
celebrates after 
winning the US 
Open over Lleyton 
Hewitt, stressing his 
position as the 
world's No. I player. 
p 


1988 to win three Grand Slam 
events ina single year, routing 
Australian Lleyton Hewitt, 6-0, 
7-6 (7-3), 6-0, here Sunday to 
capture his first US Open title. 
The 23-year-old Swiss world No. 1 


Elorde seeks rematch, 
offers Arce $100,000 


By Salven L. Lagumbay, Contributor 


INSISTING that Juanito Rubillar had been 
"robbed" of a victory, promoter Gabriel 
*Bebor" Elorde Jr. has offered a whopping 
$100,000 purse for World Boxing Council 
junior flyweight champ Jorge Arce of Mex- 
ico to meet the Filipino in a tite rematch 
‘on Dec. В at the Elorde Sports Center in 
Parafiaque. 

“I would even request that World Box- 
ing Council president Jose Sulaiman be 
present during that event аз WBC repre- 
sentative," Elorde stressed. 

Elorde, who also manages Rubilar, 
maintained that his ward had the beter 
of Arce for most of the rounds and was the 
aggressor all throughout the 12-round 
fight held last Sept. 4 in Tijuana, Mexico. 

Arce won the fight by split decision 


with one judge giv- 

ing him a lopsided 

119108 verdict. 

The two other 

judges had identi- 

cal 115-112 scores. 

Horde said the 

119-108 — score 

came from Roy 

= Ovalle, the same 

judge who did not 

ARCE: Splitverdict follow an order by 

referee Ruben Carrion that a point be de- 

ducted from Jesus Rodriguez for a foul 

blow їп his bout with Carlos Escobedo in 
San Antonio, Texas, on June 21, 2002. 

Ovalle made matters worse by deduct- 

ing a point from the score of Escobedo. 

The scoring lapse by Ovalle resulted in a 

draw verdict. 


Ex 


Î his knees, rolled over on his 


own. 
“sil cant believe Ihave done this, 
won three Grand Slams out of four, and 
to win the US Open is amazing,” Federer 
said. “Not in my wildest dreams would I 
have thought I would win a US Open." 
Federer showed why he has become 
the most dominant player in the game, 
needing jus 18 minutes to take the. 
opening set and winning the first eight 
games ofthe championship match at 
the $17-8-million Grand Siam event. 
Federer who has won his past 11 fi- 
nals, picked up $1 million in prize money. 
Не clinched the triumph with a 
forehand winner that Hewitt 
‘couldnt reach and then fell to 


back and covered his face with 
his hands. 
“Iwas laying on my back and 
looking up at the lights and I couldn't 
belive it. Like every Slam I win, Iwas 
close to tears,” Federer said. 

“seems to me that if you can handle 
New York you can handle anything. 501 
feel real good right now” 

Hewitt had not lost a set in the first 
six rounds of the toumament but Feder- 
er stopped him dead in his wads. 

Sundays stunning victory will rekin- 
die talk that Federer might be able to 
challenge Pere Sampras record of 14 


Asian MTB 
lures 15 
countries 


THE BEST terrain riders from 
15 countries will take center- 
stage on Oct. 7-10 in the 10th 
Asian mountain bike champi- 
onships in Puerto Princesa 
Cityin Palawan. 

Entries from South Korea, 


have beaten Federer the way he was 

playing in the final Grand Slam of the 
season, Hewitt said, "I don't think any- 
onein this toumament.... maybe Pete 


Sampras. 

“After Pete Jef, Roger has come in 
and that could help tennis in the big pic- 
ture. He is яй only 23 years old and 1 
think he is definitely going tobe one of 
the greats.” 

"Federer used his punishing forehand 
and his superb serve-and-woley game to 
smother Hewitt and winning 31 of 35 net 
point inthe one-hour SI minute match. 

“To come out and win the first set, 6- 


point opporunities. <“ 

This was the first loss in a Grand Slam 
final for Hewitt, who was seeking to re- 
‘gain the US Open tide he won in 2001. 

Hewitt said Federer's forehand is his 
best weapon. 

“When he is on fire with his forehand 
like that, itis hard to get it to his back- 
hand,” Hewitt said. 

Hewitt failed to win his third career 
Grand Siam tide but he took home 
$750,000 in second-place money. 

The Aussie former world No. 15 


soon take up the leadership issue now grip- 
ping the Philippine Amateur Swimming As- 
gm 


POC president Celso Dayrit made this as- 
surance yesterday even as Chito Iagan, 
who was replaced as Pasa head by 
Olympian Mark Joseph lax Saturday 
scheduled a press conference today to shed 
light on what he claims was an illegal pro- 
cess taken by nine of 12 regional directors, 

Dayrit said he would raise the Pasa issue 
before the POC board but it “would most ike- 
Iybe referred to the arbitration committee.” 

The panel, headed by sailings Claudio 
‘Altura, also handles the leadership tug-of 
war in basketball, softball and archery. 

Also installed along with Joseph during a 
meeting held in Cebu City were Akiko 
‘Thomson as secretary general and Ral 
Rosario as technical committee chair 

Парал insisted, however, that the proce- 
dure the regional directors used in ousting 
him was illegal. He added his group would 
lect its own set of officers this Saturday in 
a meeting to be held in San Pablo City. 

n а related development, Chito Rivera, 
who was also replaced as secretary general, 
reported that his staff was not allowed to 
enter the Pasa office yesterday at the 
Philsports upon instruction by an official of 
the Philippine Sports Commission close to 


SVENSON'S HAIR LOSS Rx: 


Non-Surgical 


Hair Integration Method 


Unattractive, older-looking insecure--you can't deny that having a balding 
head makes you fee! this way. If excessive hair loss has robbed your youthful 
image and confidence, act against baldness now at Svenson International. 
Add more hair with Non-Surgical Hair Integration Method. It looks and 
feels exactly Ike your own and blends in perfectly with your remaining hair. 
You'll have а full head of natural hair and the confidence of looking young 
and handsome again! 


World Amateur hopefuls 
resume work at Cangolf 


By Musong R. Castillo 


 CANLUBANG-—The 10-man pool seeing ac- 
tion in the evaluation series for the Philip- 


‘member who will be picked this Friday. 

Meanwhile, Jayvee Agojo puts a retooled 
swing to the test staring today when she 
joins the ladies side of the series. 


You don't have to suffer from hair loss. Take the Svenson solution 
for your baldness problem and look forward to a younger; more handsome 


pine World Amateur golf team will be 
pruned down to four players, who will em- 
bark on a one-month raining program start- 
ing next week. 

"The National Golf Association of the Philip- 
pines decided on this yesterday on the eve of 
the resumption of the 144-hole series at the 
Canlubang layout here today with Juvic Pa- 
gunsan trying to clinch an outright slot to the 
team that goes to Puerto Rico next month. 

Three players will make up the Philippine 
World Am team, but the NGAP will include 
опе more in the training as an altemate 


‘Agojo does not have a chance of clinching 
an outright slot to the women's team and 
‘ould only make it to Puerto Rico as a cap- 


After Canlubang, the men's and women's 
hopefuls play Aguinaldo, Villamor and the 
Manila Golf courses in the next three days. 
Pagunsan cracked par in two of the first four 
rounds and leads Marvin Dumandan by three 
srokes with а 285 tal after playing at the 
Riviera, Malarayat, Ta Filipinas and Alabang. 


progress 
of the event as head of PhilCy- 
ding, or the Integrated Cycling 
Federation ofthe Philippines. 
In the National Open, com- 
petitions will be conducted in 
track at the Amoranto Velo- 
drome on Oct. 3, road (massed 
start) in Tagaytay City on Oct. 
4, individual time tial in 
Batangas on Oct. 5. 
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‘Hot Singh steals thunder from Weir 


OAKVILLE, Ontario—Now that 
he is No. 1 in the world, Vijay 
Singh figures the best way to 
stay there is to continue his 
amazing golf and to play better 
than everyone in the field that 


week. 


Thats what happened in the 
Canadian Open—and it made 
Singh the slightest bit зай. 

He would have preferred the 


SINGH: Stillonaroll » 


Mike Weir. 


Annika returns, 
wins 55rd title 


BROKEN ARROW, Oklahoma—Annika 
Sorenstam was more rejuvenated 
than rusty after a month off “chilling” 
in Lake Tahoe and cleaning up after 
Florida hurricanes. 


"The Swedish star won her fifth LPGA Tour ti- 
tie of the year and 53rd overall Sunday, closing 
with а 1-шпдег 70 for a four-stroke victory over. 
South Korea's Shi Hyun Ahn in the John Q. 
Hammons Hotel Classic. 

"Т can't play every week because I get worn 
ош and I don't play so well,” Sorenstam said. 
“So I think you have to listen to your body IF 
you're tired, youre tired, and if you're not keep 
on going. I needed a break. The timing was 
right. 1 do have a life outside golf, too, and once. 
ina whileits nice todo other things” 

“I did practice бга like a week, so 1 wasn'tto- 
tally rusty coming in here. It just shows that you 
just can't practice and practice and play and 
play" 

Coming off a victory Aug. 8 in the European. 


tour's HP Open in Sweden, she finished at 9-un- 
der 204 on the Cedar Ridge County Club 
course and eamed $150,000 for her seventh 
worldwide tide of the year and 65th overall. 

"Tm very proud of my career" Sorenstam 
said, "Sometimes I ask myself why this is hap- 
pening to me. I work hard and 1 enjoy what 1 
do. 


“1 think sometimes, Just take it, enjoy it and 
be thankful” IF analyze it to much it might not 
happen. I don't look at history books and say Tm 
going to do that.” 

Ahn, also second to Sorenstam in the LPGA 
‘Championship, closed with a 69. Candie Kung 
(65) was 3 under, and Mi Hyun Kim (67) and 
Heather Bowie (65) followed at 2 under. 

"The golf course was really hard,” Ahn said. 
“There are a lot of things 1 did good, but there 
are more things that I made a mistake on and 
could be improved." 

Joanne Morley, in the final group with Soren- 
stam, pulled within a stroke of the lead after 
opening with two birdies. АР 


last guy standing between Мт 
and the trophy been anyone but 


Singh spoiled what was shap- 
ing up as a raucous celebration 
Sunday, overcoming а two-shot 
deficit with three holes to play 
and beating Weir on the third 
hole ofa playoff, robbing Canada 
ofits first national champion in 
50 years—on the 100th anniver- 


sary of the Canadian Open, no 
less. 
“i really do feel for Mike,” 
jh said after closing with a 
birdie on the final hole for a 2- 
under 69 that forced a playoff 
when Weir missed a 10-footer for. 
birdie in the final group. "That 
was the one person I didn't want 
to beat. He wanted to win this 
tournament so bad, but that’s the 


way golf goes. 


"Somebody has to win." 
Lately that person inevitably is 


Singh. 


Replacing Tiger Woods at No. 1 
in the world ranking last week 
might have seemed like a стом. 


this year, joining Woods (twice), 
Jack Nicklaus (twice), Tom Wat- 
Son and Johnny Miller as the only 
players to have won that often in 
ıa single season since 1970. 

Better yet, Singh eamed 
$810,000 to push his season ; 


ing achievement, but now the 41- earnings to a few dollars short of 


year-old Fijian is primed to do so , $8.7 million—and is closir 


much more. 


He won for the seventh time in 2000. 


Mariano decries ‘unfair seeding’ of Paragua 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


GRANDMASTER Nelson Mariano П 
yesterday denied having made a threat 
to back out of the national chess cham- 
pionships but declared nonetheless that 
he will ask his fellow GMs to act against. 
what he described as “unfair seeding” 


given to GM-candidate Mark Paragua. 
Mariano said he is speaking on behalf of 
other players who doesn't have the same 
exposure as who was 
seeded by the National Chess Federation of 
the Philippines tothe Chess Olympiad next 
‘month in Majorca, Spain. 
"They are depriving other players of a 


chance to be in the Olympiad which 
doesn't come often,” said Mariano. 
Mariano said he wil discuss with GMs 
Joey Antonio and Bong Vilamayor on 
their plans if the NCFP indeed gives auto- 
mati seeding to Paragua to the Olympiad. 
Meanwhile, Florencio Campomanes, 
honorary chair of Fide (World Chess Fed- 


eration), yesterday denied news reports 
(лос in the алва) that he talked about 
reconciliation within the NCFP “1 have 
never talked about it, contrary to news re- 


inon 
‘Woods’ record of $9.1 million set 
AP 


Harrington 
reigns by 3 


GUT LARCHENHOE, Germany—Padraig Har- i 
rington came from behind to daim а memorable | 
three shot victory in the German Masters and at 
the same time gave Ryder Cup captain Bernhard 
Langer the perfect boost for next weeks contest 1 
at Oakland Hills Country Club. i 

"The Irishman became the third. Ryder Cup 
team member in the last three weeks to win on 
the European Tour following Miguel Angel 
Jimenez, who won the BMW International Open 1 
in Germany and Luke Donald who took the Eu- 
тореап Masters in Switzerland. 

Harrington's win came after he had been six 
shots behind with 16 holes to play The Irishman, 
‘who underwent laser surgery on his eye last 
week, suffered shoulder knockhere.: ARP 


| Mark unscathed. 
: after 4th round 


FILIPINO International Master Mark Paragua 
remained undefeated after four rounds in the 
2nd Alushta GM ‘Tournament in Alushta, 
Crimea, Ukraine. i 
‘The 20yearold Paragua, seeking his third ) 
and final grandmaster result, beat WGM/IM Ol- ' 
ga Aerandrova of Ukraine in the third round ! 
and then drew with IM Dmitry Tishin of Ukraine 1 
to push his total to 2.5 points on three draws and i 
one win, i 
"The 16-player tournament requires a partici- 
то score аг least 11 points to gain a GM re- 
sult. Unlike in the 1st Alushta GMT, Paragua can't 
avail of the 8.5/12 rule of FIDE (World Chess 1 
Federation) as he will only face the third GM 
(Russian Veniamen Shtyrenkov) in the feld in 


THE RULE was to hold a qualifying to choose 
‘our Olympic bets in chess. Why its been 
changed last weekend defies logic, if not com- 
mon sense, 


thats why we cannot advance progressively 
consistently. We love to change what has al- 
ready been agreed upon. We love to break our 
Word forthe flimsiest, if not siliest, of reasons. 

Just to suit our own taste, feed on our pride? 

We never leam. 

Ош forthcoming stint in the Chess 

Olympiad in Majorca, Spain set sometime next 
month is a testament to our continuing nation- 
al commitment to world chess for more than. 
half a century now. We've scored modest gains 
in this biennial meet. We intend to score some 
more. 
Before we get there this year, our chess offi- 
als had earlier agreed to subject our players 
to a tournament that will select the top four 
finishers to form the national team to Spain. 

GM Eugene Tore said, OK fine, lets all goto 
the qualifying tournament. 

GM Joey Antonio said, OK fine, lets all goto 
the qualifying tournament. 

GM Nelson Mariano said, OK fine, lets all go 
to the qualifying tournament. 

Even GM«andidare Mark Paragua, the 
honest player this side of the chess globe, also 
said, OK fine, lets all go to the qualifying tour- 
namen. 

In shor, even those who are supposed to be 
seeded, s has been done in the past, never ob- 
jected to the qualifying tournament in the spirit 
of unity and sportsmanship. 

‘And then this: A change in the rules stipulat- 
ing that Paragua would be seeded to the na- 
tional team because he could not join the quali 
fying tournament. Paragua is in Europe hunt- 
ing forthe last norm to complete his GM title, 

support Paragua's mission to become a full 
GM. Always did. In my owm lide way 1 had 
done my own bit in pushing Paragua’s noble 
deed to seek every chess player's dream, 

But then, it ends there. 

Tam notin favor of seeding Paragua just be- 


Rules are rules 


SPECTATOR 


Thats the trouble with us sometimes and 


A 
ALS. Mendoza [ 75 


cause he wil not be around during the qualify- 
ingroumament. 

Paragua might contend he had his European 
schedule made up ahead of the Olympic quali- 
fying, but still, баг в no reason for our oficials 
to seed him ouright. 

Aruleisa ruleisa rule. 

Paragua chose to chase his GM tile, le him 
be. 

Paragua chose to abandon the qualifying, let 
him be. 

As always, lets wish himal the luck 

Without a doubt, Paragua would bean asset 
in Spain. With his talent and newly found sec- 
оп GM result in Ukraine, he could gun up a 
campaign that might yet put the Philippines in 
а pedestal, the way he did when he emerged 
the most bemedalled athlete in the last SEA 
Gamesin Vienam. 

But that is no reason, though, to bend the 
rules just to accommodate him. Thatd be an 
insult to the nation’s intelligence, a move so 
unfair it degrades the stature of our other play- 
еп, who, because of the Paragua case, might 
be also aching for outright slots to the squad 
and would be justified if they did so. 

"We dont talk here about who is the best, 
who holds a GM tile or who has the highest 
rating because, if we do that, the truth of the 
mater is, Paragua isn't a GM yet and Torre, An- 
tonio and Mariano are. Just because Paragua 
has just won overseas and, in the process, 
earned a second GM result doesnt mean we 
have to reward him with a berth over and 
above the rest of the field. No. That be retro- 
gression ofthe fist degree. 

Vie talk here about adherence to the rules, 
palabra de honor. We overhaul rules faster than 


GMA changes her mind, well be making two 
steps backward and one step forward all the 
tine. 

We grant that Paragua has the highest Elo 
rating of 2550 or something as against Anto- 
aids 2530 and Torres 2519; Marano is 2500 
or something. 

This is not about rating, or current achieve- 
rents scored abroad. 

Thisis about rules, period. 

Now if we'd be stubbom enough as to 
change the rules instead of stick to the rules, 
then think we should also seed both Torre and 
Antonio for the single reason that the two had 
had enormous Olympic experience. Mariano, 
‘even though he is now a GM, hasn't had much. 
Olympic experience and yes, Bong Vilamayor, 
the other GM, has quit the qualifying to con- 
сезме on his new job as ches coach of Sin- 


Zapore. 

For the record, Antonio has been an 
Olympian since 1988 and owns the best Board 
2 record ever for the country since 1990. 

‘And Torre? Well, youll be surprised—pleas- 
andy that i—that he's been an Olympian since 
1970. And since 1972, he's been our Board 1 
player—with consistent distinction at that! 
Сап anyone top that—30 straight years as the 
‘county's Board 1 player? 

Sil, because rules are rules, Torre joined 
the 2002 round robin championship for that 
years Olympiad qualifying and, lo and behold, 
he went on to top the 2002 eliminations for the 
Turkey Olympics. 

Cmon, fellas, are we playing Alekhine De- 
fense or the Ruy Lopez? 

Make up your mind. 


FASTBREAK. Comebecking Gerry Peñalosa, 
the former world fiyweight champion, will 
fight Thai Semingkad Chautipol оп Sept. 19 at 
the Mandaue Sports Complex in Cebu. An in- 
‘teresting bout in the undercard will pit Mal- 
colm Tuñacao against Bemard Udus. Senators 
Jinggoy Estrada and Lito Lapid, Gov. Chavit 
Singson, Kosuke Washio, Yasuo Matsuoka and 


RD Pawnshop will sponsor the fights. 


New program not just for BAP and PBA 


By June Navarro 


BASKETBALIS major stakehold- 
ers must be involved in the long- 
term national team program be 
ing proposed by the PBA for it to 
be successful at all. 

‘Commissioner Noli Eala of the 
Philippine Basketball Association 
yesterday batted for the inclusion of 
the PBL, UAAP and NCAA when the 
league joins forces with the Basket- 
ball Association of the Philippines in 
laying out the mechanics for the for- 


mation of a strong national squad. 

"The success of any program lies 
in the cooperation of these organi- 
zations, so we in the PBA deem it 
only proper 
and informed, said Eala. 

Bala added he would discuss the 


developments! е 

the BAP with representatives of the 

PBL, UAAP and NCAA immediately 

after meeting with BAP secretary 

general Graham Lim this week. 
Ейа and Lim are expected to 

map out а viable basketball pro- 


то keep them involved 


between the PBA and 


Lim has 


gram that could possibly lead to an 

sim in 2008—vhich 
would be a first for the country after 
the 1972 Munich Games. 

"The PBA is also eyeing the Asian 
Basketball Confederation champi- 
onship next year as a springboard 
forthe RP team's participation inthe 
elite World Championship. 

“We will not go far... if we contin- 
veto be divided,” said Eala. 

‘expressed willingness to 
join hands with the PBA and vowed 
to buckle down to work the mo- 


ment he arrives from Singapore 
with the national women's team. 
One of the things to be discussed. 
by the BAP and the PBA is the sign- 
ing of а fresh memorandum of 
respect to the for- 


SPORTSWATCH 
SSC-Cavite rules Espiritu Cup 


the 1th round. ‘Marlon Bernardino 


PBL-BOUNO San Sebastian College-Cavite nosed out Homer Cagers, 67-66, last. 2 


‘Saturday to bag the NBDL-Danay Espiritu Cup basketball 


crown at tha SSC- 


Cavte gym in Cavite City. Axel Doruelo's jumper in the last 10 seconds spelled the 
diflerence in the tight contest which saw Mayor Toti Paredes Cavite boys outgun , 


their rivais, 22-11, in the final quarter. "I give credit to the 
gang hull, зай SSC-Cavite coach Egay Масагауа. "We 


boys. Lumaban hang- 
now look forward toa 


Sint in the PBL” Homer Go's charges led after three quarters, 55-45, and were 


з ahead until Doruelo came up with the winning basket. 


Mark Yes led SSC- 


Cavte with 16 points. He was named most valuable player of the tourney orga- 
‘ized by NBDL president Ted Magno in honor of sportsmarvbusinessman Danny. 
Espiritu. Espiritu and Magno awarded the trophies donated by Air 21 to the win- 


mers and runners-up. 


Luzon outsprints Primero 


DAGUPAN CITY—Tour veteran Bemard Luzon outsprinted his breakaway partner ` 
‘and provncemta Michael Primero in the last 200 meters to win the "Mayor Bele 


S. Lim Cup” last Sunday and pocket the P7.000 top prie 


plus trophy Luzon fin- 


ished the 185-Klomater race, which traversed the key barangays of the city in four 
hours, 49 minutes and 42 seconds. Primero, three seconds off the расе, received 
5,000 plus trophy. Virgilo Muena, aiso from Nueva Ecija, came in thir, to min- 
мез and 23 seconds adrit Primero, to bag P4 O00 plus trophy. Local boy Sherwin 
Carrera landed fourth and eamed P3,000. Emil Pablo of Umingan, Pangasinan, 
finished ith worth P2 O00. The blfest was sponsored by the city government 


led Mayor Benj Lim and Vice Mayor Avin D. Femandez. 


Meanwhile, Bureau of 


Immigration Commissioner Aio Femandez J, who was the quest ol honor and 
‘speaker of the blkefest, said the nex Pangasinan bike race, which will bed dubbed 
Commissioners Cup, Wil be heid on Pangasinan Ову Nov. 13 this year. 


GRAND PRIX 


 CHARMERS: 


Michelle Bumgamer. 
(eft) and Gaby de la 
Merced ofthe 
‘Standard Insurance 
Racing Team 
recently ruled the 
Formula Toyota Cup 
Race 7. Bumgarner 
then tied ivan 
Carapiet's finish time 
as De la Merced. 
trailed third in Race 
Bof the 2004 PCSO 
Grand Prix at the 


‘Batangas Racing 


Early TRAP build-up for 2008 
THE BEIJING Olympic Games в four years away, but as far as Talon Association | 
ıo the Philippines (TRAP) president Tom Carrasco Б concerned, the training of his 


wards begins now. Carrasco hopes to see the first Rilpino | 


Circuit. 


Olympics 


паі compete n Bol- 


Jing and the immediate target sto give prospective RP bets al tna chances to ват 
ports and improve thelr Intemational rankings. Only the top 50 male and female 
athletes as ranked bythe International Таап Union (ITU) wal quality for the 
2008 Olympic Games. "ITU Obymole-qualying races are held mostly in Europe 
‘andthe US. Tathlates can also eam points for their TU ranking from regional 
quang end regional championships Ike the Asian Tation championship 
‘where the champion automatically makes it to the Olympic Games," said Carrasco. 
“Dur own Subic International Wathon is an example of a race where one can eam 
points,” added Carrasco, who went to the recent Athens Olympics on his own to 
Watch and pick up things he could from the triathlon event there. 


Ampalayo cops Junior chess plum 
JHIRTEEN-YEAR-OLD Ace Ampalayo of Cainta Catholic Collega downed Might 
Timothy Noche in th sh and final round to o the junior dion nthe ith së- 
тез of 2004 Мю Checkmate at the J and F Divina Buln in Quezon Cy. Eleven 
year old Adrian Co of Xavier Schoo topped the Under 12 bracket while his broter 
Kenneth took the Under 10 section. Satur Ephrem Arcilla won the Under 8 class. 
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TRIBU Sugbu (Cebu Tribes) banked on. 
the last-quarter heroics of Dante Elim 
and Marvin Mereado to trim Forward 
‘Taguig, 77-76, and tighten its hold on 
the South division lead Sunday in the 
NBC (National Basketball Conference) 
national championship at the С.Р Tinga 
gym in Taguig. 

After the Cebuanos were held score- 
less in the first four minutes of the final 


ball Final Four at the Makati Coliseum, 


inthe Final Four, a twin best of three se 


togoall out for an upset. 


UNIVERSITY of Manila, the league's longtime No. 1, 
‘takes on Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng Maynila even as 
St. Clare College of Caloocan squares off with Centro 
Escolar today at the start of the Naascu men's basket- 


‘The Hawks, who swept their 16 games in the 
elimination to boost their win record to 68 inthe last 
four years, are looking to extend their unbeaten run 


«The PLP Eagles, who finished the eliminations 
with a 10-6 record, are the definite underdogs in the 
11:30 a.m. tussle although the Hawks expect them 


"The opposition is geting tougher and we expect 
ош rivals to play a notch better every time they face 


= BN Ә 


Cebuano cagers survive Taguig 


half, Elim and Mercado combined for 
11 of their team's last 15 points to give 
the Tribes their 10th win in 13 games. 
“We needed this win to avoid any 
complications in the (South division) 


Naascu Final 4 under way 


us” said UM president 
Ernesto Delos Santos. 
The Hawks winning 
streak is the longest in 
local collegiate basket- 
ball history They hope 
to extend it even in the 
Ваше of Champions, where they will face the best of 


GAMES TODAY 
(Makati Coliseum) 
tam—St Clare 

ws CEU 
Tt308.—UM v PLP 


the UAAP and NCAA teams. 


“The Saints, steered by the partnership of coach Joel 
Dualan and SOC president Dz Emest Jay Adalem, 
ame out of the elimination with an 11-5 slate. They 
эге favored over the Scorpions (10.9). 

The championship series is а bestoffive айай: 

‘Mare Anthony Reyes 


team standings,” said coach Al Solis. 
“Malaking tulong din ito para sa morale 
п mga bata. (This will help boost the 
boys morale)" 

“Taguig threatened at 76-77 on Elbert 
Alberto's fadeaway shot with 28 sec- 
onds left and still had a chance to win 
after the Cebuanos committed an in- 
bound error. Вак Ogie Gumatay maffed 
his three-point attempt at the buzzer. 


in Torib: 


THE SECOND Fra 


Athletic. Association 


champion and Ern 


girls titlist. 


Ho too 
hot to 


OPENS TOMORROW 
FLASH! SEE THIS FILM AHEAD or rur 
^ USA RELEASE rron MIRAMAX 


» R-13 


handle 


INTERNATIONAL 
Schools Joshua Tan 
Ho stopped Mark 
Balce's momentum. 

2 cold in the deciding set 
to prevail, 6-2, 3-6, 61, 
Sunday and capture 
the boys 14-under title 
inthe Phila Classic 6 
age-group tournament 
in San Pablo City. 

‘The boys’ 18-under 
tile went to Ralph 
Barte, who outlasted 
Pablo Olivarez Ill, 4-6, 
63,64. 

Olivarez came back 
to put away the 16-un- 
der title over Bale, 6 
3,62 

Joseph Baldonado 
demolished Kyle 
Cordero, 6-1, 6-1, tose- 
шее 12ainder ttle 
and Prince Salvacion 
nailed the unisex 10- 
under title over Ronel 
Santiago, 6-2, 60. 

Inthe gts division, 
Bien Zoleta downed 
"Trudy Amoranto, 63, 
62, tocop the 16un- 
der tle. 

Amoranto rerumed. 
to capture the 16-un- 
der title over Christine 
Patrimonio, 5-7, 6-4, 
6.0, and Bambi Zoleta 
clinched the 14-under 
ttle over Christine Pat- 
rimonio, 62, 6-2, and 
Joan Opulencia took 

the 12 under title. 

Tan Ho, together 

with Olivarez and EL 
Santo Santos, will ban- 
ner the local cam- 
paignersin the Asian 
"Tennis Federation 14- 
Under Championships 
slated Sept. 21-25 at 
the Ynares Socio-Cul- 
tural Sports Center in 


MIND. 
p 


CHRISTIAN 


STRICTLY FOR 13 YEARS OF AGE AND UP. 
They Are Americas Best. ^ 
Their Identities Are Protected. 
Their Missions Are Highly Classified, 
Can They Survive The Final Assignment? 


HUN 


KILMER; 


Toribio Volleyball Cupa ju- 
nior tournament held in hon- 
ог of the winningest volley- 
ball coach in the University 


Philippines unfurls Sept. 18 
atthe UE Gym Sin Ma 

UE is the defending boys 
don High School the reigning 


Sixteen boys teams and 15 
girls squads are competing, 


‘Taguig suffered its seventh loss in 13 
games in the tournament. 

The scores: 

CEBU 77—Concha 13, Tanglay 13, Elm 11 
Mercado 9, баб В, Dela Resa 8, Lanete 5, Bu- 
204, Piodo 4, Sanders 2. 

TAGUIG 76—Aberto 14, Rebllos 12, Roldan 
11, Pictur $, Vilar 9, Reyes 8, Magsambal 6, 
Gumatay 5, De Gula 2.' 

Quarters: 22-23, 44-42, 58-59, 77-78 


31 junior squads vying 


io Cup spikefest 
meo C. scorn кийбе com, 
pea ud 
RE TI ТЕ bees 
of Physical Education. Leo Vi- 
ajar is tournament director. 


n of the Ateneo, UST, Xavier, 


School of St. Anthony, Saint 

а Mary’s-QC, Ernesto Rondon, 
Hope Christian High, Lour- 

jesto Ron- des School-Mandaluyong, 


Diliman Preparatory School 
and Hope Christian High are 
among the other teams en- 
tered 
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Bukidnon’s 
Holy Cross XI 
tops U-14 tilt 


HOLY Cross High School whitewashed 
Plantation Elementary School, 7-0, Satur- 
day to rule the Bukidnon leg ofthe Red Rib- 
bon Football Fiesta Under-14 tournament 
at the Camp Phillips Football Plaza in Del 
Monte Plantation 

Princeton Josue scored а hat trick to put 
Holy Cross beyond reach right in the first 
half. The 13-year-old striker clinched the 
tournament's most valuable player award 
and a one-year scholarship, courtesy ofthe 
Bukidnon Football Association and Red 
Ribbon Bakeshop, at Holy Cross. 

Louis Madrio and John Dalaota were the 
side's other scorers in the final match of the 
month-long event. 

The match was preceded by festivities. 

The countrywide Red Ribbon Football 
Fiesta, the Philippine Football Federation's 
Under-14 tournament, was organized in 
Bukidnon by Bufa president Ramon Manlu- 
nas and general secretary Franz Rizon and 
supported by Marco Lorenzo, senior vice 
president for Mindanao operations of Del 
Monte Phils. Inc. 
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MEET THE STUDENTS OF A.E.C. HIGH. 
HEAVEN HELP US. 


IT'S THE TALK- 


OF-THE-TOWN! 


NOW SHOWING 


Pasig City. 
ПА! 
Due 773 


AT SANTA ANA 
BY MR. 999 


Race 1-1. KingSize/0o lt 
David 2. En Carta 3. 


BAWAL MANUOD ANG MGA MAHIHINA ANG SIKMURA 
ING} PASISIGAWIN KA MULA SIMULA HANGGANG WAKAS. 
NMIUSSRPG-13 |: 


MAGDALA NG PANYO, SIGURADONG BABAHA NG LUHA, 
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YOU BORN TODAY: You have a fine, observant mind. You're efficient, effective and productive. (Quite ad- 
mirable, really.) You make observations about society and then mirror them back to everyone. їп doing so. you 
ave much to offer the world. You know that laziness often masquerades as style. (But you're not fooled.) Part- 
ships are your focus this year. 
liihdate of: Sam Neil, actor, Kimberly Wiliams, actress; Melissa Leo, actress. 
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released a new studio 

album, "The Acoustic. 
Set—Summer 2004." 
It contains acoustic 
versions of all their 
hits. 
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ENTERTAINMENT „ыл 


Big actor has gay past 


1 SAW a long-lost gay friend from 
the academe and we laughed like 
crazy when he recounted his “inti- 
mate encounter” with an award- 
winning actor ih the main library of 
our university. 

The actor was still a struggling 
theater artist back then: My friend 
reminisced, "I was still confused at. 
that time whether I was straight or 
gay. L had a girlfriend then, but af- 
ter what happened between the ac- 
tor and me, na-awaken ang pagka- 
bading Ко! It just happened once 
but it changed my life completely! 
No wonder many girls fall for him. 

The actor is already famous now. 
My friend got the shock of his life. 
when he bumped into the actor and 
the latter blurted out, "You look зо 
familiar" All my friend could do 
was smile and blush. 

“Kaya kahit anong intriga ang ib- 
inabato sa kanya ngayon,” my 
friend said, “super-depensa ako kasi 
wala siyang hang-ups. Hindi siya 
homophobic. Totoong tao siya.” 

Sometimes bur dark secrets can 
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shed some light on our true nature. 
If only the actors detractors can 
scratch beneath the surface, they'll 
see what a gentle soul he is even to 
strangers who happen to be gay. 


Duncan’s girl 

COULD it be true that South Bor- 
der's vocalist Duncan Ramos has a 
love child? 

1 met Duncan when he was still 
going steady with my friend, who's 
also a band singer and a Claudine 
Barretto look-alike. For awhile 1 
thought they would end up togeth- 
er because they were so intensely in 
love with each other. Oblivious to 
other people, Duncan would carry 
ту friend from her pad all the way 
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to the elevator and down to the In- 
ternet shop where we used to hang 
out. Then iny friend would sudden- 
ly play the guitar and she and Dun- 
can would burst into a song. 

They even have some original 
compositions that could be hits. 
Maybe they can record them now 
that they have made it big in the 
music scene. Who knows, they 
might éven gef back together, if and 
when they both mellow and not let 
too much love overpower them. 


Jay-R and family 

REGINE Velasquez will grace Jay- 
R's first major concert, and she'll be 
doing it gratis et amore. The R&B 
prince's family is flying from the US 
not just to watch his concert but to 
perform with him. 


Marvin's business. 
MARVIN Agustin is busy shooting 
“Spirit of the Glass" for the Metro. 
Manila Film Festival in December. 
He is also wrapping up his new 
“Talk & Text” ad with Robin Padil- 
la. 
Aside from that, he 
is preparing for the 
opening of another 
branch in Makati of 
business venture, 
лы 
“You're so busy" 1 
told him. "No time 
for love? Aren't you 
seeing Mayor Lito 
паз pretty 
daughter anymore?" 
Marvin merely 
flashed his boyish 
smile. 


Bella's man 

JUST when you think 
you've heard enough 
of Madam Aurings 
romance with a man 
young enough to be 
her son, here comes 
Bella Flores showing 
off her Japanese bil- 
lionaire boyfriend. 
Its women like them 
who remind us that 
even when love 
hurts, Cupid still has 
a sense of humor. 
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Raven's ex 
RAVEN Villanueva 
admits that aside 
from her making itas 
one of the top three 
winners of “30 Days,” 
the best part of her 
joining the reality 
show was patching 
up with herex, Diego 
Castro, the father of 
her ` 6-year-old 
daughter. 

“We had not been 
on speaking terms, 
but after spending so 
much time together 
in the show, we had a 
chance to talk things 
Over" said Raven 
“No more bitterness 
ны Bl A reconciliation is 

out of the question, 
but we settled mat- 
ters, regarding our 
kia.” 

Estranged couples 
must remember that 
even when they part 
Metrotown M. ways, they cannot di- 
реж» Ed vore themselves 

кє [BY from their kids. 
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Reader writes 
‘DEAR Dolly Anne, 

“Have you seen the 
movie ‘Cat in the 
Haw?" If you have 
seen the movie, did 
you notice one upset- 
ting part? The movie 
has a part portraying 
the Philippines like a 
Pandora's box. No- 
iced the box one 
character pulled out 
that had ‘Made in the 
Philippines written 
on top of it? 

"It is quite alarm- 
ing that the Philip- 
pines is being pic- 
tured as a laughing- 
stock in a widely cir- 
culated movie. This 
movie is a proof of 
antagonism and dis- 
crimination. 1 think 
we need to raise our 
voices in objection 
and demand an apol- 
ogy from the makers 
of this movie. 

"Sincerely yours, 
Ariel Beltran, Doon- 
sie NSW, Australia." 

For feedback, 
тай 
friends elpuebloGya- 
һоо.сот or 
dollyanne@truefaith- 
Вап сот 
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momsen с. ENTERTAINMENT ................. 
Compromises result in tepid show 


LAST Tuesday at 7 p.m., ABC S afraid to hurt others’ feelings, and is they feel they have no obligation  freeloading bums who can be the first in the Philippines, pro^ 
premiered its new program, scrupulously treads the straight tothe viewing public. ignored, because the first thing duced by Viva Video. 

"Three Blind Dates,” hosted by and narrow, there goes the fun and "Only in recent years has wearegoingtodofromnowon No matter what shape your face, 
JM Rodriguez. The pilot telecast surprise—and viewers interest, to Free TV been vigorously pro- is insist on calling TV here is, Fanny teaches you what to do to 


focused оп а personable young boot. я оғ ЕУ  moted,to differentiate it from what it really is, ‘commercial improve оп nature. He provides. 
Кал о dad tue comely Clary the program lias to fg: VOSA 5 i 


pay or fee TV (cable). Actually, or ‘consumer’ TV—or, in the tips on how to start a make-up kit, 
диз УП dae Gree cee) Set манаа аа DU fore. ЧЕЙ {оик Ne Ao val лышым Hi 


г t choose the right hairstyle, enhance 
+ thenchoseoneofthemashisbest viewers sensibilities, while still be-, paying viewers are the ones fi- casting network, ‘Public assets, minimize flaws, and keep, 


date, ing fun, unpredictable, sassy and ` giye him a boost by making him a nancing Free TV. Every time TV'—which isn’t free, either, looking fresh all day. an 
Clearly “inspired” by a cable pro- exciting. Tlreimporantpaoftheprodue you eat out, shop at the mallor because with our taxes, we Serrano brings to Touch" mores 
gram (upto its visualization in сар. That's a tall order, but the show on. ` Send artext message to a ТУ! subsidize it, too!” (To be соп. than 30 years of experience as а 
Neon AN Yas M must fill it if it hopes to grab view- ^ por instance, can't he act as a contest xd survey, part ‘of what cluded) hair and make-up stylist to thes 
are really thinking during the dat- ers'attention. — morevisbieandaudiblefeilforthe you spend pays for the com- А " stars. He is also a well-known cou 
ing game), the program neverthe- The production should also дате"? Since theyre often clue- mercials, which in turn pay for Fanny'smake-up video turier, wedding consultant, interior 
less defers to Filipino practice and make greater and better use of IS Joss and gauche, cant JM be made TV programs. FANNY Serrano shares his trade designer and actor and ‘recently 
ities in several significant host, JM. He shouldn’tbelimited to to do a tongue-in-cheek running _ “With this realization, sud- secrets in the field of beauty with launched his own line of cosmetics, 
йш irodug Ве program, Sommenaryenhow he dates are denly we don't seem like в insmuconal makeup video, Finny Seano by FZ E 
its segments, 
theguysinceitmay notbedeemed and other housekeeping chores, coming along? Maybe 
"decent for a Filipina to бїт with Hes too good a talent to be tied Some of his droll com- 


three men before deciding on her down to TV au pair service. ‘ments could be in mu- 
Iostrewarding datingexpeence, Ever since JM stole the show in sical form? neta |) 
‘Second, the girls can firebut the musical “Rent,” he's served no- Other adjustments entes H 


: d ld include more in- 
only up to a point. They must never tice that he's meant for really good 0! д мтс r- = 
be ouragecusly on he make, or stuff onstage, Sad to зау however, Rovatve activities for = аз | 
fear of inviting criticism. The local hehasyetto really follow upon his ће deters, O & ^ Bg 
rule is They may be “game,” but initial success in musicaltheater Matching games or 
never cheap ‘And, on TV he's also been mark. Quizzes to determine ANACONDAS 
"Third, when the guy makes ing time, as a sort of veejay host of eee ed. ‘260m Lon 420 pm FS уп om 
known his choice, his two other а “Video booth” program, and now Shean авг Г” CRMINAL _ 
dates must never be depicted as re- of “Three Blind Dates” This з ative choice of daters, THE TERMINAL. 
pos Small potatoes compared with the After all, the dates are kp Wise ACPO EE 
Ok, fine, we accept those adjust- better breaks that some lesser new SUPPOSE to | DODGEBALL 
ments as the shows acts of defer. talents have been given--a disap- ШЇ comatose end ipn 6:48 pe 00 ра 
fence to local attitudes and conven- pointing state of affairs all around, that goes double for 
Чо. Trouble is, so many compro; Logically singer actor JM shoud theshow's viewers, 
mises make for a rather tepid and be doing a musical show on TV gy 
predictable show. But, since he isn't, his latest pro- тетә. ror 
When everyone follows rules, is gram should take it upon iself to OMY Taere 
is little worth watching 
оп so-called ‘Free TV 
these days, as if broad- 
cast executives decid- 
ed that viewers have 
по right to expect bet- 
ter service, Despite 
complaints, ex- 
cecutivesstill dont heed 
the loud clamor for re- 
forms. The implication 
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110,225, 510. 
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1040, 1256, 3:10 
526, 140, 1020 
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THE TERMINAL 
100, 150,420 
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South Border at Araneta 


SOUTH Border, now the audience. Tickets to the 
on its 11th year, per- "Treb Monteras, di- South Border show 
forms in iis fourth rector of “The Show” are P1,200, P1,000, 
major ^ ` concert,” music video, directs P750, "P800, P300 
“South Border the concert. and P100. 
Episode Ш... The 
Show on Friday, 

1105, 120,035. 


See dr at he MOVIE GUIDE 550, 8:06, 1020 THE BEST ROMANTIC COMEDY 


The cece i orm 
South Borders first MANILA 
Sape ты 
lead singers Vince » 
Alaras and Duncan ETT A FEEL GOOD COMEDY 1 
Ramos. The others in WILL KEI OU SMILING? 
[3 
ish] “mU DOVTINETO 
[eee — — n] 


IPETTETEXZXILIEXE TIT! 


7 ; p BEA TEENTO ENJOY 
director Jay Durias, окне Cemer, Malmi Ciy GF Tel. Now es 440-4 CORGON QS 


drummer and per- "S CR MS Mm mm MB | 
i 


cussionist Paul Ben- 
itez, saxophonist and E 3 
flutist Rie Junasa, GODSEND зорова. THETERMINAL 


К, 8 ALT 
bass guitarist Tata [AUi ___ ашала | | rosso | 1253355457551005 | 210.245.520.785, 1090 ү i 
Balane and lead and [ATZ нина | o^ 


ehm gar т T 

ButehVicoriano, | ТЕС mae] | тнинотавоск mmn Avienus 

lows the release of тгшгевлуолал Û 145,420,6885,090 [5x] 

the band's new al- AMAN. ^ d Ames 

lod Te s ССИ ME saree roo 00 . FREE SEATING - SCREENINGS BEFORE 5 FH. HON TO FRI 

p 

ter only three weeks. 

The CD features the 

phenomenal — hit SHANG CINEPLEX 

"Rainbow." 
Т dy er итү 

sage eto ur rrr One mee 

Lr m 
Soka ce corium 


КҮ M клипи ттт Aet EEE Now S 
tempt at ап erore [EUGENE | 


HOWING 


theme. CAINTA RIZAL 


The concert does [ STA. LUCIA EAST [EET] [ PREMIERE THEATRE PEELEN 
mot boast of big [CINEMAT ИШТ ше Л: 
names or celebrities | CINEHAZ 
as guests to allow the Готен. 4 
band to entrance its Готен тий! + 2 


audience to the maxi 
mum without dis. [OEMS wm Sores | eus 


: ЕСО eum ЕА 
пасі Sharon ine [GMAT RATED 

ductive, ENS prom 
South Border will 
sing the theme song 


from the teleserye | CINEMA-Ttuoon КОШТИ 
“Mulawin” tited СМД? THENTE 


“Ikaw Nga," now one Готен p 
ofthe most requested онен vs PREDATOR 
PM songs on АМ c 
and PM rado 

‘The Big Dome will f SINEMA:2 зА АО THE TERMINAL Tom Hanks 
be transformed into [CIMA TAYA KO PERO МАЗАК. mm 430,720, a Catherine Zeta. 
опе Ы ане Пот nE cnemacic-cananaruan ap 


Drex Garcia leads TR 


dancers from varlous EE a 14 етта 


goups such as Ab- 

Strac, Kids at Work, ^ lees 

Lisa Macuja's Ballet ا ا‎ Fora E ЖШ mame аша ази 

Manila, and top CCS 
dancers 1 per- т " етта 1 2 

form wth South or à v ЕНИН 


deron stage and with 
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Freep. ‘We're not radical,’ says 
А 4 

CHANNEL 75 gay progam, the executive producer. ‘Everybody 

"Out," lost one of its three hosts . s 

even before it could take off lat сап appreciate our show 

week. 

“He backed out,” said "Out" ex- 

ecutive producer Melo Esguerra, as well as gay rights. And our hooted and cheered for me,” said 

“I guess he's not ready to come show encourages those people in Siwa of her revelation. 

out yet. Although he's outto him- the closer to come out.” Mayuga, 26, shared that he 


۹ E і? 
SIWA. People cheered MAYUGA. No surprise. 


а different thing to an- “I feel sorry for him,” said Si- found it difficult to find a friend fool them,” Cobarrubias main- rant management graduate who straight men from the news and 
се iton national television.” ^ wa, a self-confessed bisexual, of tocomeouttobecausehealready tained. worked as a flight attendant for public affair department during 

То come out of the closet, or the host who backed out. “I know confronted his sexuality issue six Тһе three hosts work well to- Northwest for four years. Не also a brainstorming session." 
declare one's true sexual identity, hell regretit.” years ago. "Teven had a heart-to- gether аз Ivquinex Entertainment tried his hand at theater ushering Although the core of the pro- 
is a personal choice, Esguerra Й heart talk with my grandmother found ош during the taping of and acting, witha partinthemusi- duction is made up of gay men, 
pointed out, but the exfuture JMcomesin ‘about it,” he said. "So when I told the show's opening billboard, ог  cal"Urinetown" as his latest credit. they also have heterosexual writ- 


host decided to pull out after his Starting Sept. 4, at 11 p.m, chat friend, whom I hadn't seen OBB, two Saturdays ago at the Heisnowstudyingtobeahairand ers, said Esguerra. "The hosts and 
family prevailed upon him. Al- Mayuga and Siwa were joined by for sixyears, she wasn't surprised Unitel studios. While Cobarru- makeup guru at Franck Prov staff underwent a sexuality orien- 
though Esguerra declined to former "The Probe Team" re- anymore.Sheknewallalongthat bias hammed itup for thecamera “I admit being the parlor tation to have a better under- 
name the host, his face is already porter JM Cobarrubias in hosting 1 was gay. 1 also found out that -for hisshower scene, Mayuga and the group,” he grinned. Orin this standing of gay issues.” 

familiar to those who pass by the what the network called the first she was praying for meto change. Siwa rehearsed their spiels to- “Queer Eye for the Straight Guy" ^ The other portions of the pre- 
GMA 7 building at the comer of magazine TV show that showcas- Maybe that's why I haven't been . gether and occasionally glanced age, Jigs is the Kyan Douglas of miere episode featured a gay fan 


Edsa and Timog Avenue in Que- es the lifestyle of gays, lesbians lucky with my love life all these at the monitor where shots of Co- "Out" who met his idol, a straight guy 
zon City, where a giant billboard and the like. years, So I told her to stop pray  barrubias were being shown. T who experienced the homosexual 
announcing “Ош” had been on In the pilot episode, the hosts ing forme.” They credit having different Hush-hush auditions style, a game that uncovered 
display for weeks. came out through diferent situa- backgrounds for the unmistak- “Out” executive producer Ез. whoamong three males is the gay 


‘The two remaining hosts, Jigs tions that were pre-taped. Siwa Unmistakable chemistry abie chemistry. Cobarrubias isthe guerra shared that the produc- one, and a makeover session, 
Mayuga and Avi Siwa, admitted stopped a hip-hop party to а — Peoplearentshockedanymore only one who works in media. Si- tion discovered these fresh tal- among others. 
being affected by the withdrawal. nounce that she digs both men and to learn that he's gay, said Cobar- wa is a fashion model who has ents through a hush-hush series "Ош" will also tackle serious 

“Its a blow to my personal ай. women. Cobarrubias told his sister rubias. Even his former boss, Che- her own modeling agency and ofauditions, “We had a total of60 topics like the realities that gays 
чосасу” said Mayuga, a member that he's gay Mayuga confessed to Che Lazaro, had known that fact events management company. gaymenandalotoflesbianswbo and lesbians experience day by 
of the Amnesty International aformer schoolmate who'samem- about him from the start and She's also an actress and dreams came fromall walks oflife,"here- day “But we're not radical,” Es- 
since his college days in UP "АІ berofastrict religious group. she's been supportive of him. of making it to Hollywood. called. “But the idea was con- guerra clarified. "Everybody can 
fights for civil and political rights "The people in the bar just “People aren't stupid so you can't Mayuga is a hotel and restau- ceived last year by a group of appreciate our show.” 


Iisang casa*na [caras 
Dalawang pamilyang ріпглійпај 


September 21: What are your 
recollections of Martial Law? 
- Any lessons learned? 
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Srock MARKET 
Shares close higher 
SHARE prices 
closed mixed yes- 
terday, with the 
maln Index up 0.4 
percentto extend 
recent gains on the back of 
strong interest in the telecom 
Stocks while the broader market 
was lower, dealers sal. 

"The market notably came off 
its highs as investors took some 
profits on the other Bluechips (See sock markez reporton Page 82) 
amid concarns stocks have reached or are approaching overbought lev- 
ав 

"he Philippine Stock Exchange composta index rose 7.02 points to 
1,758.62 afer trading between 1,751.60 and 1,771.70. ТМ was the 
highest close since Apri! 10, 2000, when it ended at 1,788.68. 

Losers led gainers 56 to 28, with 32 stocks unchanged.  . 

Volume was 2.89 bilion shares worth P1.05 billon after 2.6 bilion 
shares worth P1.08 bilion on Friday. 

Tha all-shares Index was up 2.67 points at 1,086.73 while the сот 
mercial-Industrial Index advanced 22 05 to 2,814.74, property fall 1.75 
19 586.02, mining wes down 35.58 to 1,824.07, oll lost 0,09 at 1.66 and 
banking and finance fall 7.18 to 494.02 

“investors are stl buying elect ius chips, given thelr strong earn- 
Ings potential. This Is especlaly true for the telecom sector” sald 
Lawrence de Leon of Accord Capita! Equites Inc. 


АР 


By Abigail L. Ho 


MOTORISTS may now heave a sigh of relief as no new ой 
price increases are seen for the rest of the month, with 
moderate increases or even rollbacks seen next month. 

Energy Secretary Vincent Perez es if the downtrend in global 
said that due to the recent down- prices would be sustained up to 
trend in world ой prices, м theend of the month. 
benchmark Dubai crude shedding According to documents from 
тоге than $3 from the August av- the DOE, Dubai crude price has 
erage an iret nce pump been edly einig ove бе 
prices in the remaining tw. past 12 days, hitting 53420 а 
Bf September was not kely. barrel last Saturday 

"Oil companies have been The September average for 
quick to raise prices in the past Dubai crude now stood at $35.23 
weeks. With world oil prices al- а barrel from the August average 
ready softening, we urge all oil of $38.55. A record high of $41.26 
firms to consequently recognize a barrel was posted last Aug. 20. 
this downtrend and follow. _ The price of unleaded gaso 
Petron’s lead,” he said in a state-based on the Mean of Platts 
ment yesterday. sapore (MOPS) benchmark 

Petron Corp, the country’s refined petroleum products had 
leading ой fum, said it would likewise dropped to an average of 
hold off any further price increas- $48.15 a barrel this month froma 


high $51.50 in August. 

MOPS based diesel, on the oth- 
er hand, slightly rose to an aver- 
age of $52.26 a barrel in Septem- 
ber from $51.66 last month. 

Based on these prices, Con- 
sumer and Oil Price Watch chair 

jon said in a sepa- 
rate statement that oil firms 

i o hold off any fur- 

using margins 
fom gasoline to offset losses 
from diesel 

"While it is still early, COPW is 
optimistic that we have reached 
the peak levels of oil prices in Au- 
gust and the increase in October 
will be moderate or (there may) 
even bea rollback,” he said. 

The consumer price watch- 
dog's computations showed that 
oil refiners Petron and Pilipinas 
Shell Petroleum Corp. still had 
underrecoveries of 63 centavos а 


liter for diesel and overrecoveries 
of 91 centavos liter for gasoli 
оп the other 


ту 
derrecoveries of 47 centavos а 

er for gasoline and P2.14 a liter 
for diesel. 

Perez agreed that oil firms still 
had some unrecovered costs, but 
he urged them not to immediate- 
ly raise prices so as to keep local 
pump prices steady. 

“Computations show that 
there are still unrecovered costs 
оп the part of the oil companies 
after world oil prices skyrocketed 
in the last few months,” he said. 
“However, our efforts to imple- 
ment frequent adjustments, up or 
down, to immediately reflect the 
trends in the ой market prove to 
be advantageous on our side, We 
expect the oil companies to keep. 
their prices at steady level. 


DOTC warns against cloning of SIM cards 


Smart Commu- 
nications Inc. yes- 
terday assured its 
network had not 
detected any at- 
tempt from syndi- 
caes to make 
fraudulent calls us- 
ing doned SIM 
Smart's head 
of corporate affairs, 
Ramon Isberto, said 
they would fully 


By Clarissa S. Batino 
THE DEPARTMENT of Transporta- 


day warned the pil 
scam that involves the cloning of 
SIM cards, allowing syndicates to 
make fraudulent calls using the ac- 
of unsuspecting cellular 
phone subs 
‘Communication Secretary Le- 
andro Mendoza said he had di- 
rected the National Telecommuni- 
cations Commission to inves 
whether syndicates couk 
make phone calls and charge 
to prepaid and postpai 
‘counts of legitimate subscriber 
He also urged telecom carriers 
to cooperate fully with the author- 
ities in resolving the probie 


hepi y 

for тюбде in the country, said it had 
never experienced any doning in its 
system. GSM is the digital mobile 


mem used by Globe 
over the last 10 years. 
“GSM is encrypted 
and so it could not be 
cloned. We have been 
using this technology 
for 10 years and so far 
we have not experi- 
enced any cloning. But 
we will see how this al- 
leged cloning develops 
and we would cooper- 
ate," said Jones Cam- 
pos, Globe assistant 
Vice president, 
SIM is the subscribe 
identification module 
or the small, rectangular electronic 
card usually found in a slot near 
the battery of a cell phone. It is a 
smart card that stores a secret key 


used to authenticate mobile phone 
customers and to charge, calls 
made by them. Ir also stores other 
information like the contact num- 
bers of subscribers, 

‘Mendoza said the agency 
received reports wherein data 
from legitimate SIM cards were 
copied into deactivated SIM 
cards bought off the streets, 

This could be a reason why the 
buyback of SIM cards are becoming 
very popular Mendoza surmised 


aged SIM car 
contents for 


this matter although telecom 
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WHEN the President visited China, oe 
extraordinary security measures 

were undertaken. Even the nan- 
nies rode in AMAH—plated cars. 

Continuing the saga of my ham- 
mer toe, it has to be first massaged 
“with cream, then pulled until I 
scream, then a splint is put under- 
neath and tied around with gauze. 

‘After five days of trying to walk 
with the splint, finally started to 
limp. This is the first time in my 
life that I have gone limp and itis 
very embarrassing. 

Му wife, bless her, pretended 
mot to notice, but 1 am worried 
that it might spread to my limp 
nodes; that could be armful. 

Talso caught a streaming cold 
from а taxi driver who sneezed 
continuously throughout the 40- 
minute journey home. I called 
that doctor and told him 1 had a 
temperature of 39.5. He said, "If 
itreaches 40, SELL.” 

Thave been taking loads of Vi- 
tamin C, nasal decongestant, 
Echinacea and been rubbed 
down with Vicks, all to no avail. 
So the doctor advised me to run 
up and down the street until 1 was 
sweating, then stand in the rain 
wearing nothing but my shorts. 
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"There's plenty on the wall.” ТЇ 
have that one,” she said. “Sorry, 
Madam, but that is the fire extin- 
guisher” 

More trivia: 

Old Senators tend to Babylon. 

1 couldn't decide whether to 
accepta job selling mattresses, so 
Idecided to sleep on it. 

Alot of people in the provinces 
have high IQs, yet the population 
isdense. 

Did you hear about the guy 
who had his left side removed? 
Hes all right now. 

Will this computer last 10 
years? Obsoletely. 

If you suffer from insomnia, 
sleep on the edge of the bed. You 
will soon drop off. 

What is black and white and 
red all over. My jokes 

T promised to write about sup- 
portand resistance last week, and 
said, “Doctor, I will get pneu- 1 would like you to look at the 
monia,” “Yes,” he said, "but 1 chart of the PHISIX this year. 
know how to cure pneumonia.” You will see a line stretching 
His partner, Sarah Bellum, is a across the chart at exactly 1,600. 
brain surgeon. Notice that the index touched this 

A lady walked into а sex shop line several times but was forced 
and asked for a vibrator. "Take back. Finally, when it broke 
your pick,” said the salesman. through, about 10 days ago, the 
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index ascended 10 percent in 
week. Exactly what does this 
mean? 

1 only believe in rules if they 
have a mathematical or psycho- 
logical basis. Support and resis- 
tance have a basis in psychology, 
but inore on stocks than indices. 

Tr is no coincidence that TEL 
made several unsuccessful at- 
tempts to break the P1,300 resis- 
tance and when it finaly did so, 
the resistance on the PHISIX was 
‘broken simultaneously. This is be- 
cause TEL is a major constituent 
of the index and is also usually 
the most heavily traded stock. 

TEL, however, is not a good ex- 
‘ample because it also trades in 
New York overnight as American. 
Deposit Receipts. 

So let us choose an imaginary 
stock trading at 70 centavos. It 
rises to P1 but at that price, there 
are lots of sellers because people 
tend to place BUY and SELL or- 

PRODUCTIVITY TRAINING ders at round figures. 
‘Aiming for Global Competitiveness Endorsed by the Construction Industry; You are somewhat annoyed 
Accredited by the Civil Service Commission, DOLE and TESDA when it falls back to 80 centavos. 
=———=————————————=| iid you vow to get out the next 

‘onstruction Management Seminars. time it reaches P1. It does so, but 
{Based on P тува Management Body of Krewetge, USA) fis obviously in an wp trad be- 
Construction Project лау Management cause it is making higher lows, so 
Construction Project Time Management you cancel your order. It now re- 
Construction Project Cost Management treats to 90 centavos and this 
Construction Safety Seminars time, you tell your broker to SELL 
‘(Accredited by DOLE-Bureau of Working Condition) at P1 and ignore any attempt to 

М cancel it. 

Construction Safety & Health ‘Exactly the same thoughts are 
Const kills Seminars. going on inside the heads of thou- 
{atone win TESOA Sts Standard Recurement [== ү төс cies ee 
Rebar Fabrication Installation number of would-be sellers is 
Blockworks/Plastring 


steadily increasing and the 
Formworks(Rough Carpentry) amount of stock on offer is pretty 
Building Wiring Installation 


substantial. 
Simpified Motor Control & Nevertheless, buyers came in 
“Trouble Shooting Technique 


| at 70, 80 and 90 centavos, so they 
Heavy Equipment Operation/Malntenance Seminars are getting more aggressive. With 
(ped wi AGEL St Standard Requirement) 


buyers building positions and 
Buldozer , Motorgrader, Payloader, = 


sellers waiting to get out at P1, 
Hydraulic Excavator, Fuel System, Hydraulic System something has to give. It is the ir- 
Engine Overhauling, Electrical System 


resistible force against the im- 
‘Our Center in Cavite is one of the biggest in South East-Asia. We design Lye 
courses to sot дел ree. We afer jaa taining um producto. 


Either the stock will never suc- 
dh CONSTRUCTION MANPOWER 


ceed in breaking P1, in which case 
that will be the top or the price 
will suddenly be P1 to P1.02. 
=: DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION 
ЗЯ ОҒ Oppen Bldg. 349 GI Puyat Ave. Makati Cily 
oy EET 


We will now look at support, 
which is exactly the reverse of re- 
sistance, . 

A stock falls to 50 centavos and 
you consider buying it, bur before 
you can do зо, it rebounds to 60 
centavos. Somewhat irritated, 
you wait for it to fall back to 50 
‘centavos. 

Te does so, but the market does 
not look too good, so you do 
nothing. It goes up to 55 cen- 
tavos, but this time, you place а 
BUY order at 50 centavos. You 
and thousands of others do not 
E third time. 

So a large buying position has. 
been built up at 50 centavos, an- 
other round number. Either there 
are too many buyers, in which 
case 50 centavos will be the bot- 
tom, or the selling will be strong 
enough to push the price to 49-50 
centavos. 

Ifthis happens, then the sellers 
have overwhelmed the buyers 
and are now in control. The stock 
will surely fall swiftly as all the 
buyers’ order has been filled, 
leaving only sellers. 

So buying on a breakout, or 
selling on a breakdown makes 
sense in the real world and there- 
fore, it works. Although SUP- 
PORT and RESISTANCE are mir- 
ror images of each other, there is 
one important difference. 

There is no such thing as a 
market that is so strong and no- 
body wants to take a profit. How- 
ever, there is a market that is so 
bad and nobody wants to getin. 

‘Remember what happened af 
ter the 9/11 attack, two years 
ago; all markets that were still 
trading simply collapsed for two 
months. So RESISTANCE is more 
reliable than SUPPORT. 

A number of readers have asked 
me to write about various indica- 
tors and candlesticks, but only a 
small percentage of readers sub- 
scribe to a chart service, and with- 
ош the charts in front of you, the 
articles would be meaningless. 

The degree of risk hit a high of 
99.6 and yesterday fell to 96.9 
despite the market losing higher 
‘As this indicator leads the market 
by one day, 1 have gone totally liq- 
uid. Only GLO and TEL might be 
able to resist the trend. mrbear- 
bull@hotmailcom 
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If the latter happens, it means 
that the buyers have won the tug- 

Е-тәї ста! diQyyahoo com. 
PAUL hp rew mydestiny nev-cmdf 


оба: И should now be easy for 
For Visayas & Mindanao. Tel (082) 300-9579, look for Jane or ryan 


SHARP 


‘The selling has been absorbed and 
** FAX MACHINES 


Pd 
E: 


H 

i 

ss 

3 
25 
БОЗА Be: 
3388 


ene 
Mondragon 
postpones — Deme. — 
annual meet 


Reynaldo David, Benjamin Casto, Jose Antonio, Dionisio Carpio Jr Josus 
By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 
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Camba Jr, Bobby Sal Chong Cehng, Donald Dee, Edna Daguinsin-Reyes, 
Pauline Tan, Victor Te, Charles Wong Say Hing, Alfredo Yao, Jeffrey Yao, 


Henneenegildo Zap, Paterno Dizon, Francis Lee and Oscar de Venecia. 
PHILIPPINE Realty & Holdings Corp. will hold its annual stockholders 


with SHARP fax machines, you stop losing 
crucial messages and wasting time if you 
run out of paper 


Thank You for mating us No 1 


FAX MACHINES 
ath 
D1-0F-PRPER NENORS 


‘Sharp Fax Machines have 
04-0 


per memory, which stores the 


MONDRAGON International Philippines Inc. 
has again postponed its stockholders meeting 
to give way to talks with potential investors. 

Mondragon chair and chief executive offi- 
cer, Jose Antonio U. Gonzales, told the Philip- 
pine Stock Exchange that the company could 
not hold the meeting as scheduled yesterday 
as it was in talks with investors and the gov- 
emment. 

These talks would hopefully lead to nor- 
malized operations at the 240-hectare Mi- 
mosa Leisure Estate. 

“While we have been holding negotiations 
with the investors, they have asked for more 
time in view of what they call political uncer- 
tainty and country risk,” Gonzales said in a 
letter to the PSE. 

The stockholders meeting was supposed to 
be held yesterday, but has now been moved to 
March 14 next year. 

This was the fourth time since last year that 
Gonzalez called for the postponement of the 
stockholders meeting. 

Stateled Clark Development Corp. 
(СОС) took over the Mimosa estate in 1999 
after Mondragon failed to settle back 
rentals with CDC and other liabilities with 
the Philippine Amusement and Gaming 
Corp. (Pagcor) and the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue (BIR). 

Mondragon also owed creditors some P7 
billion. 


meeting on Oct. 29, 4 p.m. at Ballroom А of The Plaza Penthouse, PSE 
Center, Exchange Road, Ortigas, Pasig City. Stockholders of record as of 
‘Sept. 15 are entitled to vote at the meeting. 

PRIME Gaming Philippines Inc. wii hold its annual stockholders’ me 
ing on Oct. 28, 11 a.m. at the Мала Mandarin Oriental Hotel, Makati 
Ave., Makati City. Sept. 28 was set as the record date to determine the 
Stockholders entitled to notice of and to vote at the sald meeting. Gam- 
piled by Ray вуза, PDI Research 
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|; faxed data and allows you to printit out when you reload 
the unt with paper. No more worrying if youre receiving overnight fox. 


messages kom abroad, You respond quy and never miss a deal. From page 


DOTC warns against cloning 
tech-sawy criminals have also been 
known to crack security measures 
"whether on computers, software inscrip- 
Жаа nc the elis by 


companies have assured us that the 
GSM fraud-prevention framework of 
cellular phones is very difficult to 
tamper with,” he said. 

But he pointed out that hackers and 


which hackers were able to crack the 
‘copy-protection system of DVD and 
VCD discs, resulting to the current 
huge problem of audio and video 
piracy. 
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wewsmeem 7. BUSINESS... 
T-bill rates rise, 182-day note nixed 


By Michelle V. Remo per stood at only P3.26 billion, or tion, she added. There are close to 40 members 
Tower than the governments of “We are going over their perfor- ofthe Government Securities Eligi- 

THE LOCAL financial market yes-. кает; ‘5 billion. ‘mance for the past Creed ble Dealers (GSEDs). Figueroa said h " h 4 
terday pushed up the cost ofthe Had the auction committe ac- years" Figueroa said. "We are do- the treasury is looking at delisting 
vet nens hoch term Ботон ê Ig tis beue we scel rr bi nas igh as 3.5 0, 
ings, effectively raising the rates debt paper, its rate could have in- some only participate in auctions _ The Treasury would decide be- % 
ofthe 91. and 364-day treasury creased by 499, basis poings to when they thinke rates are going fore the end of the week the vol- 
bills. 8.954. With the rejection of the up. As accredite lers, they ume that a securities dealer 

‘Also, the Bureau of Treasury bids, the rate for the 182-day Т. have the responsibility to actively should have traded to remain in $1,00059999 $10,000-49,999 $50,000 & u; 
yesterday rejected bids for the bill will remain at 8.455 percent. sell government debt papers." the GSED list, Figueroa said. i 
12-day debe paper. While banks lacked interest on 1Month 2.500% 2.750% 3.000%! 

The 91-day ТЫШ rate, the the 182-day ТЫП, tenders for the 


benchmark used by banks in pric. 91- and 364-day Tbills were + 2 Months 2.750% 3.000% 3.250% 
haian tos by 28 buss prs higher than dhe governments T F n ү | i" 3 Months 3.000% 3.250% 3.500% 
б 


107.718 percent. The rate for the borrowing requirement. Bids for i 
64-day debt paper increased by theth e month debr paper stood 6Months 3.250% 3.250% 3.500%! 
20.4 basis points to 9.975 per- at P8.4 billion, or almost double 9 9 і 
аа tae Pa. Tyco We A 12 Months 3.250% — 3.500% — 3.50094; 
(The bidders) are still giving government. Bids for the one- К 
the same reasons for trying to year ТЫШ stood higher at P4.545 ordable | 
seek higher rates, said National billion compared with the P3-bil Оогаа оа 11] Vislkany of cum 131 Phuack нам nationwide 
Treasurer Mina Figueroa, refer. lion offering of the government. "as Tn i ns vedo 
ring to the governments fiscal The Treasury isnolongerusing P HIPS À = pesar 725 
Problem, the aggressive move- secondary market rates as a basis en 
Mentofinfarion, and talksonan- to set ТЫШ and treasury bond r. 
Other US Federal Reserve rate rates because some banks only зов Resides Condominium 3 


play around with the secondary lapt Bonifacio (beside Essensa) EE NOTICE 


CM energy fete etre cg D eten 
Has: ; утрата 
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Fi а said іп a press brief- market rates by artificially raising 
ing after yesterday's auction that it, Figueroa said. Knowing the 
the easy set Che cap at 7.75 Tes ws bench the й 
ene for vhe 1-day Ebi, and rates fom the secondary market, | К? 
irl percent forthe a6¢day Т. banks tend to increase ly she ] On 28 July 2004, the Securities 
bill. This meant that the commit- said. £ " А 
tae would not accept bids higher ‘The treasurer also said her of- PN and Exchange Commission 
than the said cap rates. fice is conducting an evaluation a 
“The bids for the 182-day ТЫШ performance of all dealers of gov- TEs 3 approved the change of the 


were really unreasonably high,’ ernment securities. Those who f : i 
Figueroa said. “Considering that will be found to have been inac- : corporate name of The Prumerica 


the offering was even under-sub- tively participating in auctions, or i 
seribed, we decided to reject the those that have sold only a very J d Life Insurance Company, Inc. to 
bids." small volume of T-bills and T- y 3 i i 
forthe six-month debt pa- bonds, will lose their accredita- Mai р i 3 The Pramerica Life Insurance 
Company, Inc. and the 


BSP set to issue Basle a j E 2 amendment of ће Corporation's 
measure ahead of time d 5. 3 бй | Articles of Incorporation to reflect 


the change. 
By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE BANGKO Sentral ng Pilipinas is set to 
fast-track its issuance of the Basle 2 guide- 
lines calling for stricter risk-based capital ade- 
Gacy requirements to give local banks more 
time to build up their resources. 

Tn a forum held by the Professional Risk 
Manager Intemational Association and the 
On Institute of Management yesterday i 
BSP Deputy Governor Amando Tetangeo Je The Amazing IBM PC Sale 
said that they would be issuing the Basie 2 
файле by nent year instead of end-2006 

"The issuance would give the Banks two years is here at last I 
to prepare, instead of one year, for the shift to * 

Basle 2 guidelines in 2007, Tetangco said. 

“Base 2 provides the necessary ris reduc- 
ing той to promote long term sabiliy and 
рлар Teangeo sad 

According o the BSP official, the first Bale IBM recommends 
lin RUE LE up by the Basle Commit- Microsoft" Windows” ХР. 
tee'f the Bank of Intemational Setieme 
(BIS)—has been successful in boosting capi Professional for Busines: 
tal adequacies across the globe, 

"Te sis considered the central bank ofall AVAILABLE AT THE SALE: 
central banks in the world. X 

However, Tetangco said the risk weights. int R600 1834САЗ 
under the original framework had an adverse 
impact on the profitability of some banks, * Ine Cortrino" Matile Technology. 
leading to misallocation of resources that in 
turn infringed on economic growth, 

As such, the BSP will have to introduce 
guidelines that must take into account the Унаа 
readiness of local banking institutions before 2288008 SORAM зи: 
the Basle measure is applied, Tetangco said. + 4008 dime 
The early issuance of guidelines likewise wil E 
allow smaller institutions, like thrift banks 
and rural banis, ro acquire breathing space. 


ратни 
стао дәт" АР —1 


{пне AC Aaa USS Tore Mois 


‘ThinkCentre AS1p 8423KAA. 


DA, DTI to gain aea face ph 


access to IFM z vien 


THE DEPARTMENTS of Agriculture and ThinkPad T41 23731АА 
‘Trade and Industry may soon have access to 
the Inward Forward Manifest (IFM) docu- 
ment which only the Bureau of Customs is 
currently being furnished, Mc: Wesen V Poloni 
е i-Sectorz Coalition. jains " Len 
chorro ee T г Get great discounts and loads of free accessories at the pone 
meeting on Sept. 8 recommended that the De- IBM PC Sale in Eastwood Cybermall, Libis. September 18-19, 2004. 


partment of Agriculture (DA) and the Depart- : 
Brent of Trade and Industry DTI) be provided Now you can bring home the computer you've always wanted. The really smart one with 


eC tke MESE NE TEN t соо! ThinkVantage Technologies. With the most security and the best data recovery. One that 
meeting were high-level representatives fom. сап finally work he way you do. 
government and the private sector. 
"The Inward Forward Manifest is a docu- Come to the sale between 10-11ат and you'll even get a free printer with your laptop 
ment that lists the goods on board a specific purchase. Or buy а ThinkCentre ог NetVista desktop and get a P1,000 Gift Certificate 
Vessel coming in from abroad. The BoC В fur- What's more, you could also pay 0%" interest Installments on some of your favorite models. 
nished an electronic copy of the manifest at Plus get a memory upgrade, external floppy dic, Targus Edu-ach Pack, or memory Koye = 
least two days before the shipments arrival. absolutely free! 
Customs officials also acquire а hard copy up- 
on arrival ofthe ship. So on Saptambor 18 (10am-10pm) and 19 (10am-Spm) the Eastwood Oybermall is tha опу place 
At present, the Deparment of Agriculture and ta be. And we know we'l see you hore. Now that you know exactly what you'd be missing. 
the Department of Trade and Industry do not 
کے را و و‎ hare ro wey o. m————— €— 
knowing whether there are discrepancies be- 
tween the IFM list and the goods being shipped. 
in from abroad, as reported by Customs officials. 
"There is currently at least a $10-billion dis- . MOBILE 
crepancy between the amount of imported TECHNOLOGY 


po 


то the amount reported as exported to the peni acra ME 
Philippines by our trading parmer"the MCAS REL coun ase anita an NR TU банка атса аараан NEN 
Secretariat reported. "theDAandDTIhaveac. Ра Ина арча ur tan et oan en ate er ern rt 
cess to IFMs, they may be able to dete Кии i Coponon aan abet Sa OSD 
which goods ae covered by IFMs but not repo Кер 

ed as imports by the Bureau of Customs, These. 

unreported imports may be part of the $10 bil- 

lion in smuggled goods that enter the country" 
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| www.henrybutcher.com | com 
ON-LINE SALE BY AUCTION 


LED/LCD MODULE MANUFACTURING 
Late Моде! ASM Auto Dispensers. 
YAMAHA Surface Mount; DEK Screen Printers 

HELLER Reflow Ovens, 


UO ASM DS S Аша Bape Spem C0) YAMAHA YMSI 
VM Il; YV 112, (2) YM 84511, (2) ҮМ 84, YM 6852, Surface 
Mount Machines (9) DEK 248/249 Screen Printers; (6) HELLER 
15005 Reflow Ovens; (2) YUJIN YIAC Autoclaves; (7) YUJIN LCD 
Polarizer Attach Machines; (43) UNITEK/GE Tech Type ШЛУ Heat 
Sealing Stations; (7) ASYMATEK Automove 402 Auto Dispensing 
5" 'G) UNITEK Pulse Thermode Controllers; 2) AUTOSPLICE 

‘Auto Pinsetters; (10) Asstd. Automatic Assembly 
= pe CLOSING DATE: WEDNESDAY 22ND SEPTEMBER 2004 - 6PM 
VIEWING: STRICTLY BY APPOINTMENT 
For further etas please visit our website: " 
‘or contact Maggie cante | - 
Tet 852 25105 Ema: mantananybu 


© шы 


i 
EIE DL 


Department of Health 
‘Center for Health Development it 
MARIVELES MENTAL WARD 

Marivoles, Bataan 2105 IA 

Tol. Fax: (047) 935-4083; (047) 835-4613 SIGLA 

"ттипйпе: (047) 935-4517 Боен 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
"The Marveles Mental Ward in Mariveles, Bataan is inviing ай interested 
accredited contractors Бу tne Philppine Contractors Accreditation Board 
{РСАВ) classified as Small B Category to apply for eligibility and to bid for 
е folowing projects: 
"Project To Approved Budget for Contract 
+ Repair of Observation Building Php 608,206.69 
Record's Officer Room. np 34,803.95 
Вера of ine Decor Quarters Phase 1) Php 221075 28 
The total ABC or the projects is Php 1,074 096.12 tunded y the hospital 
Income, The complete set of documents may be issued to the egiie 
‘cotracor upon payment of а non-elundable fae of Four Thousand Pesos 
{Php 4.000.00 at he Ойсе ofthe Supply Officer. 
Schedule of Activities 
|. Sumision ol Later ol tent and issuance 
‘of Pre-quailicaton documents 
Submission ol Боду Statement 


Sept. 1420 
‘SuplyOicers Otice 
-Sept 2127 

Supply Ofc Oca 
-оаа 

BAC Chairpersons fice 
oris 

"Supply OlcersOfice. 
02,9202. 
Сочелесе Acom 
02.289302. 
Сопота Room 
00.28, 10am. 
pd 

For further inquiries, please сай the BAC Chairperso/Secrotariat at 
ты. No (047) 935-4613 or 935-4617. 

The MMW reserves the right to reject any or ай bids, waive any отаву 
herein and/or accept such bids or oflers that may be considered most 
advantageous 1o һа government 

Mariveles, Bataan 


Using Буе Contactors 
async of Bi Documents 
Pre Bi Conference 
Deane or Submission Bes 


Opening ol Bids 


September 1, 2004 


(Бо. Ma. Lourdes Labarcon- Evangelista, MD 
BAC Chairperson 


(20 September a 132000) 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


The public is hereby notified that the following persons had already 
RESIGNED and therefore NOT CONNECTED anymore with OSM 
‘SHIPPING PHILS. INC. located at 2/F Security Bank Вб. St. Peter 
St. cor. Dr. A. Santos Ave., Parañaque City, Metro Manila elfectve on 
dates stated below: 


MARONIP.GALLEGO — -VPOperatons - 19 June 2003 
FERNANDO M. MAGDAEL - Crewing Manager - 31 July 2003 
ARTURO J. DELGADO JR. - Crewing Manager — 15 June 2004 


This AD is in compliance with Section 12, Rule II, Book Il of the 
Revised P.O.E.A. Rules and Regulations. 


(PO teg палан) 


Viventis Search supports PMAP AC 

\Viventis Search, Inc. inks ts sponsorship of the 41“ Annual Conference (АС) 
of the Personnel Management Association of the Philippines (PMAP) last 
Sept. 6 at the Viventis offices in Ortigas. Photo shows Leah Bautista, member, 
board of directors (eft; Paulo Tatad, president (2* from let) and Yu Ming 
Chin, executive director (Right) of Viventis Solutions, Inc. Lina A. Aseneta, 
FPM, PMAP AC ways and means sub-committee chair (3 from left) gladly 
accepts sponsorship in behalf of PMAP The 41" PMAP AC, slated for Sept. 
29, 30 and Oct. 1, 2004 at the CAP-John Hay Trade and Cultural Center, 
Loakan Road, Baguio City, is expected to be attended by over 1,000 business 
‘owners, people managers, HR practitioners, and students. 


° СО FOR THI 


BETTER, FASTER 


a с». 


nano э. 


Business Profiles and Spectrum Security support РМАР АС 
wo more companies partner wth the 41" Annual Conference ofthe Personnel. 
Management Associaton of the Pilppines(PMAP) and ink thelr sponsorships 
last Sept. З at the PMAP Center in Mandaluyong. Photo shows (from lek) Lee 
Valeros (corporate planning and development specialist of Business Profiles, inc) 
Grace Alcaraz (office manager of Spectrum Security Services, Inc, Lina A 
‘Aseneta, FPM (PMARAC ways and means sub-committee choir) and Gerardo 
A. Plana, FPM, IPMA-CP (РМАР executive director). The 41 PMAP AC, slated 
Tor Sept. 29, 30 and Oct. 1, 2004 at the CAP-John Hay Trade and Cultural 
Center, Loakan Road, Baguio Сау. В expected to be attended by over 1,000 
business owners, people managers, HR practitioners, and students, 


————— 
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INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELGIBITY AND TO BID 


The Armed Forces of the Philippines invites interested parties to apply for eligibility 
and to bid for the engineering, furnishing, installing and testing (EFI&T) and 
‘commissioning of the AFP Fixed ‘System (FCS) wih an approved 
budget of Four Hundred Forty Seven Million Three Hundred Sixty Thousand Pesos 
(Php 447,360,000.00) chargeable against the AFP Modemization Act Trust Fund. 

Only bids from suppliers who are manufacturers and/or system integrators of said 
system shall be entertained. 

Bid documents shall be available for issuance starting 06, 2004 unti 

-27, 2004 during office hours (8:00 AM to 5:00 PM) at the BAC Secretariat, 
Ойсе of he Deputy Chief of Staff or Copabilty, Materiel and Technology Development, 
J9, AFP, 3rd Floor, Bulwagang Mabini, Camp General Emilio Aguinalco, Quezon City 
upon payment of a non-refundable amount of Forty Thousand Pesos (Php 40,000.00) 
‘The form of payment wil be in cash or cashier's check in favor of the AFP. 

Representatives are required to present a Special Power of Attorney (SPA)issued 
by the prospective Bidder before issuance of the Bid Documents and ай other. 
transactions thereto 

A Pre-Bid Conference is scheduled on September 21,2004 at 2:00 PM (local time) 
atthe Siid Panday Pira, 1st Floor, Bulwagang Mabini, Camp General Emilio Aguinaldo, 
Quezon Cty. Bidders are encouraged о submit queries in writing to the BAC Secretarial 
prior tothe Pre-Bid Conference. 

Registered bidders shall be required to visit and/or conduct survey on the proposed 
project sites on a schedule determined by the BAC. 

Deadline for submission of 1st stage bids is scheduled on October 28,2004 at 
9:00 AM (local time) at the Siid Panday Pira, tst Floor, Bulwagang Mabini, Camp 
General Emiko Aguinaldo, Quezon Сау and shall immediately be folowed by the 1st 
Stage Opening of Bids. 

The Armed Forces ofthe Philippines reserves the right to reject any or all bids based 
on the grounds specified in RA 9184 without assuming any obligation whatsoever for 
элу expenses of losses that may be incurred by the bidder in the preparation of he bid. 


SSS pe ee SNR UTE 


IBB 
Marketing Assistant, Philippines 


The International Broadcasting Bureau (1BB), 
a part of the United States Government, 
looking for a Marketing Assistant in Manila to 
perform a wide variety of routine marketing 
related activities, The IBD includes the Voice 
of America radio and television service, one of 
the largest newsgathering organizations in the 
‘world and a leader in providing news and 
entertainment programs around the globe. 


‘Applicant MUST have an in-depth knowledge 
of the media environment in the Philippines; 3 
years experience working for a broadca 
‘station; excellent interpersonal and negotiation 
skills be able to travel occasionally; be fluent 
in spoken and written English; be able to work 
independently with lile supervision. 
Applicant must be mature, resourceful, have 
initiative, ete. 


Responsibilities: Assist Regional Marketing 
Director (RMO) in Bangkok; Maintain close 
contacts with regional/U.S. IBB offices; 
Update IBB affiliate database; Monitor and 
research media developments in the 
Philippines; monitor VOA broadcast on 
various stations in the Philippines; arrange for 
equipment installation; write weekly reports; 
negotiate rebroadcast agreements & perform. 
other duties as assigned. 


Fax your detailed resumé and letter to Joyce 
Ngoh at 66-2-205-5707, send by email to 
jngohibb-bkk org or тай it to BB, The 
Millennia Bldg. Rm 1501, 62 Langsuan Ка, 
Bangkok 10330, Thailand. Applications must 
be received by close of business on September 
24, 2004. 


(Sgd.) ASEC JOSE N. FERRER. JR. 
Chairman, DND-BAC 


NATIONAL POWER CORPORATION 


PANAY DIESEL POWER PLANT 
enge tose CY 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND BID 


“Te. Anns Comme ACHES POPP. ge nec 


COMMISSION ON AUDIT 
Regionai Office No. XII, Cotabato City 
Tel. No. (064) 421-1928 
Рах No. (064) 421-1973. 


Eom 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID. 


The Commission on Audi, Region XI Cotabato Сау hereby invites all 
interested pars to apply or sity lo bid Tor. 


Construction of Two (2) storey Dormitory bullding 
with approved budget of P7, 544,000.00 

AJ Deadline forthe submission of Letter ot inent is on September 21, 2004 
together with the folowing eligibilly documents duly certified must Be 
Submited to the Bids and Awards Commitee, as basis for evaluation and 
assessment of pre-qualified bidders: 

DTVSEC and РСАВ license and registrations: 2004 business license 
ретт: income tax retum for to last мо ars with accompanying Aud 
Financial Statements marked "RECEIVED" by the BIR; statement thatthe 
odoris not тыас or barred om bidding by he government: statement 
of ine Bidder o ай ongoing and completed gov't and private contract: 
Svallabilty of key personnel and equipment that may be used for Ino 
Contruction: ders computation lor t$ Nel Financial Conracing Сарасіу 
Sra comment rom a bank 10 extend a credit ne анага 
"be bedded ora cash depost cortticata, n an amount by al 
' tne approved budge for tho contract leer authorizing the BACITWG la 
‘ery any or ali documents submited or ho ohgbity check and cerilicaton 
under oath at li documents submited is an authentic апа original сору, or. 


палми reproduction Кот tha original 


NOTE : ONLY ELIGIBLE BIDDERS WILL BE ISSUED THE BID 
DOCUMENTS AND ALLOWED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 


BIDDING. 


B) — Biddeg documents may be purchased fo а nonrlundabe ee of 
‘One Thousand Two Hundred Pesos (P1,200.00). Issuance of bidding 
ocuments is trm Ociober 1222, 2008, Bids musi be accompanied by a 


Ва Securty nthe form of Cash or Managers Checkin tne amount equvalant 
to 1% the approved budget Jor ihe contract and shal be deposited atthe 
Cashier's Secton , COA Xl, Cotabato Сау balore the scheduled opening ol 


ИСЛ TE 
"Sepa генин coer aa нр чат тереннен, 


NFA conducts 
training on food 
accelerated shelf 
life testing 


THE FOOD Development Center (FDC) of 
the National Food Authority (NFA) will 
conduct a training course on “Accelerated 
Shelf Life Testing of Food Products" on 
Oct. 13 to 15 at the FDC Training Center, 
FTI Complex, Taguig, Metro Manila. The 
training course will cover accelerated shelf 
fe testing methods on temperature 
increase and moisture gain in packaged 
foods. Participants will learn how to make 
an early estimate of shelf life. Emphasis 
will be on the understanding of principles, 
design of test and factors affecting cost of 
the test. The course fee is P5,300 per 
participant inclusive of a training manual, 
lunches, snacks and a shuttle bus service 
from Ayala Center, Makati City to FDC and 
back. For further inquiries, please contact 
Amelia S. Bautista at 838-4015; 838-4561; 
838-4478, or at fax no. 838-4016 and 838- 
4692 and аг e-mail address 
infofde@pacific.net.ph 


Send your 
resumé 
instantly. 


108 


son November 11, 2004 at 8-30 A M. Pre-biddng conference в scheduled 
оо October 28, 2004 at 10:00 AM. 

C) Ай particulars relative to the Qualicalon/Eligbily, Bid Bond, 
Performance Bond, Pre-bid Conference, Bid Evaluation and Award of 
Contract shal be governed by the provisions of RA 9184 and its Implementing 
Fides and Foglatons 

D) The Commission reserves the right to reject any or all bids, tö 
care the bidding a atre or waive any doctor format and to accept 
bids as may considered most advantageous tothe government. 


ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK 
© АОВ Avenue, Mandaluyong Cty, Philippines 
"Te (622) 654 4291; Fax No (532) 696-2567 


IN-PLANT TRAVEL SERVICES AT ADB HEADQUARTERS 
(Contract ADB/OAS-2004/056) 


The Asian Development Bank CADE"), а muiilateral development nance insttution headquartered in 
Manta Phappros. les wol-estabishod ATA-accreded ravel agencies operating n ine Philippines 
do apply for pre quastcaton for the bitang 1o sclec a contactr for he provision of In-Plant Travel 
Services at ADS Headquarters a ADB Вид. 5 АОВ Avenue, Mandaluyong Cil, Piippnes. For 
more information on АОВ, you may access їз website, нина 007 


ne contractors services include provision of ave services wih qualified and experienced personnel 
inthe ADS premises to meet tne business rave requremerts of ADB which include documentation 
"Services lor visas and passports for ADB sal (outbound) and guests (inbound). The scope ol work is 
provided in deal in to Work Рейотапсе Statement 1o be given lo interested applicants. 


ops ы prosit wil oniy be ertotalned коп av agences wh ери uty 2 
pese inne одеа, сыйл; companies and join verture local ander foreign agencies. an 
Тему e mirum crie lor presuaicaton by (one of ne oe ventura members; (1) ha lead 
{im ofthe Joint venture: or (N) ай patere combined, as provided in те nates 1o bê found n tha 
Business Opporunites раде of rma arg 

Prequalicaon documents may be obtained rom Contracts Adminstration, Room 4219, al tho above 
ares, rom 1528 Soptember 2004 rom 800 a.m 1 5:00 p.m. Monday io Fray, Сай D. Munoz at 
(2) 652-4251 or. Cuz aW(632)632 4452 or tax (632) 696-207 to receive ha documents, Requests 
dor eacroic copies соп во be mage by emai: dmunoz ead. 


‘Applicants wil bo required to submit two copies (marked “Originar, and Copy") o! application for 
prequsitcaton each in a sealed envelope, wich must be delivered ethor by hand or by registered 
‘ial addressed 10 o attention of tho Head, Contacts Adminstration at Room 4223, Insitutonal 
Sees Divison, ice of Adminitrative Senicos, Asian Development Bark, 6 ADB Avenue, 
Mandaluyong Сау, Metro Manda, Phlppines. These Should be received nol lator than 6:00 p.m. on 29 
September 2008, and be свађу marked Appicaton lor Pre-qualticaion o In-Plant Trava Services 
STADE Headauarors”. 
The ivtatn to Bid wil bo issued to pro-quatd applicants who pass he minimum prequalficaton 
спела and evaluated as pre qualtod. 


Orly pre-qusied companies wil bo contacted and issued bidding documents. ADB rsorvas the right 
эсер or reject элу аррлсайоп lor prequaticaton, and о postpone issuance ol beeing documents, 
Mahou proving reasons mereloc. 

This ination does not ental any commitment on the part o! ADB, eir financial ог otherwise. Any 
Cost ol preparation о ha appicaton for proquaiieaton shall bo bor solly by tho applicant. 


Chairperson. 
insttuonal Procurement Commitee 
басе of Adrinsirawa Бегиев 
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DBP  —— — 


INVITATION FOR NEGOTIATED OFFER 


Tha Development Bank o he Pilppnes wil entertain обот оп a Fist Come, Frat Served basis at ha Asset 
Managemen Department ала Foor, DBP Head Осо, San би Puyat Ave. Макал Сау tor he Котур propere: 


LOCATION 


ЖАМА 
мло 


AMED2IT 
AMPY2IS 


заза Mascaro SL. Tors, 
Maran y 
2072 Anonas St, St. Mesa 


INA Ес. Homes, Lovtown Estate 
Sub. La Huona Paranaque Ciy 

блата va. ckaon Sis Visa Verde 
Sübcvlon, Bo. ano, Galan Су 


Congressional Modal Subd, 
Camarin. Caloocan Ciy 


Bay. Aangan, Batangas Ciy 


TCT No. 144520) w i 

Pesos TOT NO. C: 
Самен, ют 
Co 190m 

(228 m тшде ot 

TOT No эзле), 


18399 т оннан 


ҮП тет 


Амру 


BATANGAS 
bor 


AMAZED Nong National Road, San аве, 


So Tomas 
Brgy. Sta. Ra, Batangas Слу 


P 50700010 


мрз Hoy P 190000 
(rot nos Tastee A 43160), 
{Stat ама ы! 650 wb. 
во. Caton Malolos City 4 emere 
‘Tor Nes. 31094 & 91605) 
po 


3,00 m resident ot (TCT No. 


PiS.os200000 
Bo. tin, Tagaytay P 3701000 


GrosnbrozoSubd. Lancaan. 
peu 


3800) 
Zoom residentalle(ra7er1s) Р 19500000 


Lol 1 Pes.31808, unnamed rod. 

Harena Viger Pung a C 
да. Rosa 

‘long oracle St. Bay. Sto. Мао 

Poblacion, теат 

12383, San Pablo St, San Cartos 

Bay. Vilage, Banay- anay. Cabuyao 


Bo, Barra, ора 


2350 m vacant commercial 
абеты о (ТСТ No. 385520) 


этте residential iot (TOT No. 
‘F200 00) were сту мор. 
тё recent t (TCT Na. 
Tasses) w iag 


35046 m кчазлоса! ot (TCT, 
No. T-3748) w senodi bogs. & 
тум. осе өдр 6 urna 


32250,000.00 


P 179800000 
P 25730000 


 PAATT220000 


Brgy. Саат, Tagkawayan  2adlonlng its (TCT Nos. 
а выда, 7507900138710) 


oai area of 400,045 mè 


estas 


‘cust ts TCT ноз. 
517013 о 317020) lotat aroa 
215.029 wig 
adjoining s (TÈT Nos. 
373101 & 573102) tal area ot 
E 
Ere 
Ter Ro. оз? 
TET No. 423138 

E: 

E 

КЕЗ 

42187 


Bermudez Heights Suba., Эду. San 
ucro & bayo Angelo iy 


E 
Sue Вау Freeport oro 
Glongapo Ciy 


Searing Marere. 1 Moat Sicer 
Machine, ¢Auemate Seang 

Machnes, 10 Sans Разова. 

Ace Sucung Trpo Hg. 

ace Reve басп Тро. 

‘Manual Бейл Machines) 

‘Mant уана Fue Aol адла, P 514890000. 
полости masses, cram 


E 
TE Baker Padus Chocolate 


Compound, Onigas 
Pas Cty 


P 919,100.00 


No. 6 Banner St, Bagong 

Tog Pasig Cay 

No 917 Bagumbayan St 

Bacood, Sa. Mesa, Mania 
ОВР Depot Dona Severna. 
Радаа Сау 


385, Purok 4, Magsaysay, 
San Pedro, Laguna 
Bgy. San Io Male, Pampanga 


E 
"prd machine 
Чапо chats or molds ала 


Forme lor подово otters may ba obtained кол AMO-Acquired Assets- 
For Inquiries, please cali telephone numbers: 

(202-7178 or 16-9511 loc 2218/2252 or Code starting win AM. 

9061000 for CWB: 818-0511 oca 1409 for MALO and 1428 or STR. 


ASSET MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT 
ССО 


REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 


SERVICES OF A COMMON TRAVEL AGENT. 
FOR THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM IN THE PHILIPPINES. 
The Development Support Зегисәв Contar (SSC) one United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), 
tor and m banat o то отот UN Agencies In me Phlppinas. would а 0 түше wave! agancsos о арру lor 
^ io suomi proposals 1o be fa excuse. Travel Agent lora ernstonal and omesse vavai 
osequrement o tno Оса. tal, dependents. consultants and pariners ol ne UN Agencies. 


ol ассевныйу. өгге o coordination. and aticloney ol delivery ot services, ha UN System 
ine рагуора!оп of rave! agences whose clas or branches are стөл cated win 
ar win tn (10 minutes wang Stance, o amywhara rear. та маму ol the naw premises ol the UN 
Agencias of ha Prinppines by November 2004, whichis tha 29, 30" ала 31° сот cl me Yucnengeo Tower, 
RCBC Ваар, Ayala Avance, Макан Cy. 

res, Bidding Documents (Eight Requirements, Instructions 1o Bidders and Terms ot 
y be secured personat spon payment non-elundabin amaun с! Phaopine Pesos One 

‘Thousand Pasos (2100000) rom ia folowing address 

Development Support Services Cantar 
United Nations Development Programme 


108 Amorsolo Seat, Logas 
Tel No. (632) 892 081 le. 275 


“The abovementioned Bidding Document wil bo released t all rerestd partes вису кот 16 - 22 
а instructos onthe tes, procedures, id opaning 
Y schedules and requirements. 
гов height 1o reject any or all bis, мае any delector астау therein, accept the big ond 
contact io т nost advantageous or о a UNDP based on UND? слепа, UNDP assumes no 
Sugano or responsi walaoover to compensate ог indem he bidder tor any expense or oes at may 
е need lor he preparation af bida, пог does oarartoa tnat an award wil bà mago for s Contact. 


gite нан 


POEA їн, 7221155 


Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 


Committee on Disposal of Real Properties 


INVITATION TO BID 


The Bangko Sentral ng Pilpinas invites all interested parties to bid for the folowing real estate 
properties: 


Location 


TCT No. 


New Ага Description Selling Price 


BUTUAN 
Lot 21, Ong Yiu St, Brgy. Bading 


CAGAYANDEORO 
Lot S794-C V. Castro Ext, Carmen 
Lot 3794-D V. Castro Ext., Carmen. 
Lot 3794E V. Casto Ext, Carmen 
Lot 3794-F-1,V. Castro Ext. Carmen 
Pres. Garcia St., Dist. of Lapasan 
Osmefia St., Ext. Lapasan 
Rd Lot 7, PN Roa Subd., Canito-an 
9 Gemini St, Уйа Emesto Subd., Gusa 
10 3rd St, San isidro Vil. Gusa 
11 Madrid St, Puerto Heights Vill., Puerto 
12 Sitio Tambo, Macasandig 
13 Agbalog Como. Bo. Macasandig 
14 C.M. Recto Ave. cor. Camp Alagar, Lapasan 
15 No. 134 Hayes Street, Poblacion 
16 Barangay Cugman* 
net usable area is 1,957 sqm 


19873 615 — Resentallol 369,000 


T0429 
T0430 
T-80431 
T0452 
T0433 

7-156181 1082 

T-156183 
T-156184 
1156180 
7-156186 
1-156187 
7-156188 
115878 
1159017 
T-i59418.22 


1000 
1009 


Residential lot 

Residential lot 

Residential lot 

Residential lot 

Residential iot 

Comm lot wi various imp. 
Res! lot w/ 181 sa m. imp. 
Residential lot (vacent) 

Res lot w! 108 sq.m. imp. 
Residential lot (vacant) 
Residential ot -vacant 
Res! lot wl 137 sq.m. imp. 
Con 343 sqm bank bldg 
Com! wl 223 sqm bldg. 
Res! Lotfor Beach Resort dev. 


850,000 
850000 
850,000 
1150900 
6,006,000 
23,299,000 
4,919,400 
480,000 
1312000 
2445000 
238,000 
2308400 
8,598,000 
2512000 
6850000 


COTABATO CITY 
17 Lot 2521, Sultan Makakua St, Poblacion. 


KORONADAL, SOUTH COTABATO 
18 Lot 2032-8, Osmefia St. Bray. Zone 2, Pob. 


DAVAOCITY 

19 Magsaysay Ave., Bay. Poblacion тоо??? 
20 Lot8 Block 4 Gardenia Street San Pedro VII 7.354603 
21 Lot29 and 31, Block 8, Skyine Subd. T-954604 t005 
22 Natl Hiway, Brgy. Panacan, Bunawan 7-354606 
23 C.M. Recto Ave., Bray. 35, Poblacion 1-354616 
24 Раб Homes, Catalonan, Talomo 7.354613, 
25 Brgy. 19, Poblacion 7354614 
26 Sasa, Buhangin  . 7.354615, 
27 Lot 17 Bk 9, radeschool Drive, Brgy. Obrero 354612 


742799 Commercial lot 9,728,000 


103998 ‘Cor with temp structure 11,310,000 


Com! with 392 sqm 2-storey bldg. 11,602,000 
Residential lot 2,000,000 
Res! w/ 261 sqm. imp. 11640200 
Industrial w/ 1,385 sqm. bldg. 18555000 
Res! lot w/ 2 com bldgs. 23164000 
Res fot wi 117 sq.m. imp. 591,000 
Residential lot 255,000 
Residential lot 2,987,000 
Res w/3 imps. 2,664,000 


GENERAL SANTOS CITY 
Brgy. Lagao 

28 Lo 1347-4-2, Mateo Rd, Mateo Vilage 

29 Lot 127, San Pedro St. 

30 LotS B2, fst Ave., Guinoo Subd. 


98646 
96643 
98640 


Residential lot 
Residential lot 
Residential iot 


2250000 
801,000 
680000 


Brgy. Dadiangas, North 
31 Lot2 Bk 11, Road Lot 11, Bulaong Subd. 98629 
32 Pioneer St. 55456 


Residential lot 
‘Com! wl 197 sqm. bldg. 


900000 
12249000 


Brgy. Dadiangas, South 

эз Lot 4405, Salazar St. 99647 Res with 262 sqm 2-storey imp 2390000 
Brgy. Dadiangas, East 

34 Lot 4993, cor. J.P. Laurel St. and CasquejoSt. 98618 Com with 412 sqm bank branch 10,847,000 

Brgy. Dadiangas, West 


35 Lot 1, Camp Lina Road 98636 Res with 274 sqm impr 1438000 
Brgy. Tambler 
36 Lot F-5, S. Banisi Subd, 


37 Lot 25-6, Rupia Ave. 


98681 
98631 


Residential ot 
Industrial Residential Lot 


72000 
3284000 


Brgy. Calumpang 
38 Lot 15-8, Asin Vilage Road Purok New Bohol 98639 
39 Lot 15-C, Asin Vilage Road Purok New Bohol 98638 


ResidentiaVindustrial lot 
Residentialindustrial lot 


450000 
300000 


Villa Consuelo Subd., Bray. Heights. 
40 1444, cor. Neptune St. and Road Lot 4] 

41 Lot 17 Bk 10, Jupiter St. 

42 Lot 5-B, Neptune St. 

43 Lot 15 BK 4, Venus St. 

44 Lot 12 Bik 4, Venus St. 

45 Lot 14 Bik 4, Venus St. 

46 Lot 13 Blk 4, Venus St 


98634 
98633 
96532 
98628 
98027 
98026 
98825 


Residential lot 
Residential lot 
Res' i perimeter fence. 
Residential lot 
Residential lot 
Residential lot 
Residential lot 


8,046,500 
612,000 
3,907,500 
661,500 
577,500 
574,500 
558000 


MISAMIS ORIENTAL 
47 Brgy. Natumulan, Tagoloan 
48 Lot 1345 Poblacion Vilanueva 


T-36008 
тыз 538 


Industrial lot wl various imp. 
Reşî wl 133 sqm imp 


17,128000 
'965,000 


ZAMBOANGA DEL SUR 


49 Diversion Road, Brgy. Dao, Pagadian City  T-2513233 1,576 Residential lot 748,600 


Deadline for submission of duly accomplished bid forms enclosed in sealed envelopes shall 
be on 29 September 2004, 10:00 A.M. at the BSP Branch General Santos City, Pendatun Ave. 
cor. Pres. Sergio Osmeña St., General Santos City. All bids will be opened immediately after the 
deadline for submission of bids. 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
. The Buyer is deemed to have inspected the property. 


The sale of the properties shall be “As is, Where is" and the winning bidder shall undertake the 
responsibility to acquire and maintain peaceful possession and enjoyment of the property 
without seeking the assistance of the BSP. 

. The BSP reserves the right to withdraw any or ай of the properties offered for sale at any time 
before the deadline for submission of offers, and to reject any or all bids or to waive any infirmity 
found therein, or to accept such offers as will be considered advantageous to the BSP. 

. The Committee will immediately start accepting offers for negotiation, in the event of a failed 

bidding, and will continue to accept offers through the Asset Management Department. 
However, the Committee may at its discretion, elect to conclude the negotiation immediately 
after failure of bidding whenever there is a highest complying offeror ascertained. 
Olterors at the Public Bidding must tender a BID BOND equivalent to 10% of the minimum bid 
price and offerors under the negotiated sale basis must submit an EARNEST MONEY 
equivalent to 10% of the asking price either in CASH or CASHIER'SIMANAGER's CHECK 
payable to the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas which shall form part of the consideration once the 
offer is approved by the Monetary Board. 


$. ALL OFFERS ARE SUBJECT TO FINAL APPROVAL OF THE MONETARY BOARD. 


Complete description of the properties, rules and regulations on the bidding procedures and 
the prescribed bid forms are available for a minimal fee of P50.00 at the BSP Branch General 
Santos City or at the Asset Management Department, Ат. 313, Five-Storey Bldg. through the 
following: 


Ms. Juliet S. Villanueva 
Ms. Geraldine К. Tarlengco 


523-34-86 


404-21-14 


Trunk Line: 524-70-11 loc.2857 
loc.2857 


(S9d.) MELPIN A. GONZAGA 
Committee Chairman 
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JUANITO MENDOZA: . 
PAGTALUNAN 


Of Mallorca, San Leonardo, Nueva Ecija 
August 21, 1934 — September 12, 2004 


His bereaved wife Ignacia; children Helen 
and Cesar, Margie and Chito, Efren and 
Edna, Nene and Romeo, Anastacio and. 
Diana, Julieta, Isaac and Sally, Piring, 

Marina, Yolly and Arnel; brothers and sisters, 
grandchildren and relatives request your 
prayers for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at his 
residence at Tumana St., Mallorca, 
San Leonardo, Nueva Ecija. 


September 16, 2004 after the 9 a.m. Mass. 


ll 


Interment will take place on Thursday, i 


An obituary 


with a picture 
can be a fitting tribute to 
your departed loved one. 


Always caring... 


INQUIRER OBITUARIES 


WE ACCEPT 
CREDIT CARDS REQUIREMENTS: 
о сору of Des Cerificate 
ө Any identification documen (1D) 


DEATH ANNOUNCEMEN IESSAGE OF THANKS 
DEATH ANNIVERSARY * REQUIEMS 


DEATH NOTICES 


‘ALBERTO K. CORVERA 
Peacefily died in the Grace of our Lord on September 13, 2004 at the age of 67. 
His body lies in state at the Mount Carmel Parish Church, 
Visayas Avenue, Projet 6, Quezon City. 
Interment will be announced later 


JUANITA C. YASAY 
Passed away on September 9, 2004 
Her remains lie in state at Agoncillo Chapel, La Funeraria 
Paz-Sucal, Paranaque Ci 
Interment will be on September 15, 2004 at Manila Memorial Park, 
Parateque City aher the 10:00 am, Mass and last ites. 


ANITA PABLO MONTERMOSO 
Passed away at the age of 85 
Her remains е in state at the Capilla dela Virgen, 
Santuario de San Antonio Parish, Forbes Park, Makati. 
Interment will be on September 15, 2004. 


"To do your will is my delight; my God, your law is in my heart 


TASEK E: 


Viewing Chapels 
Crematory 


“Come follow me and I shall give you rest.” 


ALFONSO MUTUC BUSTOS 


Peacefully joined his Creator 
on September 9, 2004 at the age of 78. 


His devoted wife, Nenette; and loving children: Fatima 
and Reece, Cynthia, Freddie and Rosalinda, Diosdado and 
Masoy; Teng апа Койу; and grandchildren: Joseph, Monica, 
Gel, Jackie, Cholo, Marc; Migs, Ga and Luigi; other relatives 
and friends request your prayers for the eternal repose of his 
soul. 


His remains lie in state at Saint Jerome Chapel, Commerce 
Avenue, Ayala Alabang. jf 


Funeral Mass will be celebrated at Saint Jerome Parish 


Church, 9:00 a.m. on September 15, 2004. Interment services 
will follow at Manila Memorial Park, Sucat, Parafiaque. 


pen pem 


on her Ist Death Anniversary 


INOCENCIA LOZADA CASTILLO 


July 28, 1911. September 14, 2003 


Her loving children, grandchildren and great grandchild request relatives, friends and 
readers to remember her in their prayers for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Holy masses will be offered today, September 14, 2004 at the following: 
FAMILY MAUSOLEUM, MANILA MEMORIAL PARK ...... 
Sucat, Parafiaque City 
SANTUARIO DE SAN ANTONIO .. 
Forbes Park, Makati City 
ST. ALPHONSUS MARY DE LIGUORI PARISH 
Magallanes Village, Makati City 
ST. JOHN BOSCO PARISH ... 
Arnaiz St., Makati City 
ST. ANDREW THE APOSTLE PARISH 
N. Garcia St., Bel-Air II, Makati City 


6:30 AM, 7:30 AM & 12:15 PM 


Psalm 40:9 


The Franciscan Missionaries of Mary 
Philippine Province 


and 
‘The Reyes Family 


‘announce with great Christian joy and human sorrow 
the passage to Eternal Life of 


SISTER LETICIA VALERO REYES, FMM 


Оп September 12, 2004 on her 80th year 
and 5374 year in religious life. 
‘The wake is at the Chapel of Stella Maris College, Cubao, Quezon City. 
The Mass of the Resurrection will be offered on the Feast of our Lady of Sorrows, 
15 September 2004 at 9:00 a.m. 


Interment atthe FMM Cemetery in Tagaytay City follows. 
The FMMs and The Reyes family request your prayerful remembrance. ' 


MW 
^ . 
y Bayani M. Velasquez 
of Caingin, San Rafael, Bulacan 
and Unisite Subd, San Fernando, Pampanga 


Peacefully joined our Creator on September 13, 2004 , 
‘at the age of 76. 


She is survived by his wife Fellelsima; children 
Nelly & Rose 
Jessica, Jette, Jimmy, Jerry, Jonathan & Joey 
Edwin 
We request prayers for the eternal repose of his soul. 
His remains lie in state at 438 Caingin, San Rafael, Bulacan, 
\ Interment will be on September 18, 2004, 2:00 p.m. at San Rafael Cemetery. 4 


For inquiries contact: (044) 660-0597 « 
m Jette - 0918-9022774 • Jonathan - 0921-3196060 p 


Ke 


“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten | Son, that 
whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have everlasting | life.” 


— John 3:16 


—— 
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ISINIESS 
Gov't seeks P2B to develop Clark airport 


By Clarissa S. Batino provement and upgrade of the He also said MIAA was explor- airport would enable the MIAA Laoag, Subic Bay, Mactan-Cebu, from the Middle East, carrying 
passenger tubes, air bridges, ing the possibility of issuing to develop the former Ameri- Davao, General Santos and Zam- Overseas Filipino Workers 
THE ARROYO administration ramps, cargo conveyors, among bonds to government-owned and can airbase into a major gate- , boanga: from Central and Northern Lu- 
yesterday said it would spend others, so it could handle a bigger -controlled corporations to raise way. Cusi said he had met with zon and the Cordillera Au- 
about P2 billion in government capacity” said Cusi in an inter- , the funds, Executive Order No. 341 had Clark Airport president Adelberto tonomous Region,” added 
funds to complete the first phase view. "The former US military air given the MIAA full authority to Yap, and they came up with a Cusi. 
Othe expangion ofthe Clark in. "The order of the president base sits on a 2,750-hectare supervise all intemational ai- game plan to transform the for. Не said the development of 
ternational Airport. was to develop Clark without complex with а 3.2-kilometer ports in the country. mer American military air base Clark airport was in ine with the 
The "Мапа “International borrowing. So we are getting runway that can accommodate The EO expanded the powers into a world-class international Arroyo administration's plan to 
Airport Authority or MIAA, ac- the money from internally- large aircraft. of MIAA from just taking charge airport decongest Metro Manila and spur 
Coming to its general manager generated funds. Half would It also has an existing pas- of the Ninoy Aquino Interna “Once fully operational economic activity in the country- 
Alfonse Cusi, would provide come from MIAA collections senger terminal building that tional Airport into the overseer Clark International Airport 
half of the fund required to ex. and the restwe would try to get cam serve 500 passengers per ofall the other international air. aims to attract low-cost air. 
pand the passenger terminal at from government agencies hour, or 1.5 million passengers ports. lines carrying tourists and 
Clark, that are willing to help," he yearly. Aside from NAIA and Clark, businessmen to the area. It will 
“The project includes the im- added. The expansion of the Clark there are international airports at also open the airport to and 
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Visit the REVO Museo nearest you and get to see 

captivating photos of the Tamaraw FX REVO! 
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BIRDS-EYE view of Harborview Square. 


E-mail: pr_real_estate@inquirercom ph 


Editor Cesar D. Mangawang 


Bay area where commerce, arts converge 


By Tessa R. Salazar 
ОМТ accuse developer Meedson Properties 
D Corp. of being extremely idealist, for it knows 
all too well that artists sometimes turn up their 
noses on the idea of commercialization. But who can 
resist food and entertainment, and possibly the art 
and convenient proximity that go along with these? 
Meedson Properties hopes Roger Garcia: “There will be pre- 


Manila's artists who have made 
the CCP bay area their profes 
sional home would see the wi 
dom in developing a food and en- 
tertainment establishment be- 
tween the art center and the bay 
area, At the very least, it says, the 
development would bring inter- 
mational cuisine choices closer to 
am patrons and tourist frequent- 
ing the area. And on the other 
hand, food and entertainment es- 
tablishments could be vehicles 
for the artists to bring their rich 
cultural heritage to the masses. 


Commercial area 

"That hope is slowly turning in- 
to a realization, as a crucial step 
has been made. Meedson Proper- 
ties says it finally "earned" CCP 
management's nod in developing 

LS hectares of the Liwasang 
Agyu into a commercial area, 
which will be called Harborview 
Square. 

How did Meedson convince 
CCP? By assuring ССРУ basic 
condition that the arts and cul- 
ture cannot be erased within the 
commercial complex. This meant 
that a chunk of the development 
atthe ground level, near the main 
entrance, would be dedicated as 
a venue for performing artists. It 
‘would be called the performance 
plaza and would face the prome- 
nade and seawall area. This plaza 
would then be surrounded by 
restaurants, artist and souvenir 
shops and retail tourist booths. 

Thus, in a nutshell, Har- 
borview Square will be designed 
‘with the mix of food and enter- 
татем establishments, arts 
and culture in mind. 


Preview shows. 
Says Meedson Properties cor- 
porate communications head 


view shows. The Philippine Phil- 
harmonic Orchestra or featured 
artists will come down and play 
five to six songs for Harborview 
Visitors. If you go there, you 
wouldn't just drink or eat. You'll 
have food for the arts too. Artists 
will meet the masa (masses)." 
The architect for this delicate 
balancing act between art and 
commerce will be RMJM Philip- 
pines, the general contractor Asi- 
akonstruk, while environmental 
graphics and signage will be exe- 
cured by ОА Industrial Design. 
Seventy percent of Harborview 
will be allotted for restaurants (а 
mix of fast food and fine dining), 
20 percent for retail shopping 
(artist shops, retail tourist booth, 
souvenir art stores) and 10 рег. 
cent for service-oriented stores 
(beauty salon and spa). 


Destination bay 

Designed to be a destination 
bay, the second floor will feature 
а viewing deck to enhance the 
wining and dining experience in 
thearea. 

“Its like transporting Green- 
belt or Eastwood to the bay area. 
"This is ап effort to draw the 
crowds of Manila and Makati to 
the bay area," says Garcia. 

In this age of the "bar" culture, 
he explains that it is necessary for 
cultural centers to also offer 
places that also offer literal serv- 
ings of nourishment. “In this 
case, you're on your ‘gimmick 
night’ and you're learning at the 
same time. Its like people will 
now say "ers watch ballet ога 
play, then we go to a bar just be- 
side it," he adds. 

‘Addressing environmental 
concerns, Garcia says that even 
prior to Meedson's proposal to 
the CCP management, it already 


had a systematic waste manage- 
ment disposal system planned for 
Harborview. "The locators, par- 
ticularly restaurant owners, 
based their decisions on how 
ganized the building manage- 
ments waste disposal was. They 
didn't, want to be penalized for 
that.” 

Initial locators that have signed 
in are Golden Bay Grilers (Den- 
оз) and Grappas, and the signed 
lease offers now involve Pancake 
House, Mocha Blend, Starbucks, 
Country Waffles, Rai Rai Ken and 


Hue/Boca-Boca. The construction 
status is 25 to SO percent complere 
for blocks 1 and 2 and open area 
and utilities, while construction of 
blocks 3 and 4 are targeted to start 
їп January 2005. Target opening for 
blocks 1 and 2 will be in December 
2004, while blocks 3 and 4 are ex 
ресей to be opened in July 2005. 


Flock to shore 

"Taking advantage of the added 
ambience and romance wherever 
land meets the sea, the project 
aims to win Manila, Makati and 


Ortigas crowds over to the bay 
area. An encouraging sign is 
Manila Mayor Lito Atienza's bay- 
walk project that has become 
Popular among Manila's night 
crowds. 

‘As land and sea merge, expect 
the arts, culture and entertain- 
ment to do the same for a tried 
and tested formula for good bı 
ness. "We go by the trend where 
anywhere all over the world, 
those that clicked were those that 
have merged arts, culture, food 
and entertainment,” Garcia says. 


Can these two 
disciplines.finally 
mix and match? 
Maybea 
heartwarming 
Manila Bay 
sunset can help 


America’ 


LIGHTING SERIES 


Ang abot-kayang sagot 
sa тда peste ng kahoy. . 


SHIELD 


+ 


моор. 


; WOOD PRESERVATIVE 


Sa wakas, ang abot-kayang proteksyon laban sa mga peste ng kahoy 
ay narito na — Wood Shield Wood Preservative. Sa Wood Shield, 
hahaba na ang buhay ng kahoy mo, hindi pa butas ang bulsa mo! 
Available in two variants: Wood Shield Brown at Wood Shield Clear. 


Mabibili na sa mga leading hardware store nationwide. 
тешем! od ia te Pines 


RA 
©? JardineDavies 


222 Sen. Gil J. Puyat Ave., Makati City. Under License by OSMOSE, Fieldhouse Lane, Marlow, Bucks 81.7 ILS, United Kingdom. 
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Ayala Hillside 


. hasunique 
. village parks 


ISTINCT innova- bo and taichi sessions, and basket- 
tions in the design ball games and other more active. 
of community 


recreational pursuits. 
amenities will be intro- 


Asitsname implies, the 5,000 sq- 
duced by Ayala Land Inc. 


т Evening Garden in the subdivi- 
i n sionis third phase will be the com- 

atits latest residential sub- 

division in Quezon City. 


mmunitys focal point after dark. It 
At Ayala Hillside Estates in Dili- 


parks: one will be oriented to- 
ward active daytime activities; 
and the other, designed for more 
quiet evening activities such as 
socials and other gatherings. 

“The concept is uncommon but 
responds to the needs of the com- 
munity” explains Luna. 


AYALA Hilside Estates’ common areas will cater to different uses. One parkis designed for active daytime 
use (above) while another will cater to evening functions. The latter will make full use of dramatic lighting. 
and even plants that bloom and look good in the evening. 


was conceived as a venue for social 


will focus on nocturnal plants 
gatherings such as weddings, birth- 


Club, the subdivision has a unique 
that look best at night or bloom 


environment. The area has been 


sphere of Ayala Hillside 
prompted us to design facilities 


man, the plans for the clubhouses 2 Parks day parties, family feunions and the after dark. While evening theme laid outas series of pocketneigh- that match the compact nature 
| amd paris have veered from big The 3,000 squaremeter Day Jike—with the facilities designed to docs not preclude the use of facil borhoods connected by a main of the village,” says Luna. 
ай рапа e Wo compact and Garden located in the fist phase maximize thedmma flighting. ty during the day, it allows for a road with each neighborhood sur- Rather than construct massive 


Oriented toward the outdoors, ac- of the subdivision will have а Theornamental pool willbeil- unique and inviting community rounded by the golf course. Thus, buildings, Ayala Land opted for 


cording to architect Joel Luna, Ay. swimming pool, bisketball court, luminated; the multipurpose hall gathering venue after hours. тапу of the lots have generous a series of small structures con- 
‘la Land assistant vice president. children's playground, palm court with its outdoor gathering spaces ||. 2 views of the fairways and the nected by walkways. This rein- 
"he 22hectare subdivision and pavilion. During the day, Ay- will use lights to emphasize focal Unique environment whole community benefits from forces the character of Ayala 


Hillside as an intimate and one- 
of-a-kind community. 


points and even the landscaping 
with its quiet clustered gardens 


Carved out from a portion of 


near top universities and govern- 
the original Capitol Hills Golf 


ment institutions will have two 


ala Land expects the park to be a 
venue for swimming lessons, tae- 


Interior designers depict living in style at Fifth Avenue Place 


STYLISH home interiors do not 
come in neatly prepackaged condi- 
tions. Neither are they a study in de- 
sign generalities that do not address 
the real needs of day-to-day living. 
"They are, at best, personal state- 
ments oftheir owners, and as such, 
are as real and as livable as the ideal 
home environment we ай desire. 

This is the idea behind the two 
model units of Fifth Avenue Place 
now on display at its site: Sth Av- 
enue, Corner 21st Drive inside 
the Fort Bonifacio Global City. 

How would top-rated interior 
designers set up their interiors in 
a one-bedroom condo unit with a 
‘view to satisfy the various needs 
ofthe target market? 

‘Marion Coscolluela, in collabo- 
ration with her daughter Mara 


the wide, open spaces around it. 
“The unique feel and atmo- 


= immediate sense of excitement, 
which extends though the 
kitchen area. "In the kitchen I de- 
cided to use an island counter 
where | placed different Euro- 
pean-style vases,” noted Chat. 
їп the living area, what immedi- 
ately impress you are the huge lamp 
hanging by the ceiling as well as the 
transparent acrylic chair by Philippe 
Starck called "Ghost Chair” and the 
Lucite tables "chose cobalt blue as 
an accent color to highlight my old 
Бра клубни пики ш 
‘went on to explain, "I pur the jars on 
allmirror pedestals and combined 
them with Lucite tables, French 
chairs and Chinese бштїше to 
enue Placeis a combination of old make the space seem bigger. also 
and new ideas. She calls ita hap- used lights strategically, to con- 
ру coexistence of oriental and tribute to the transparent look and 


EA 
cd ax : 


‘THE DESIGN of Marion Coscolluela and Mara Coscolluela-Quintal 
the preferences of many dynamic young couples and single professionals. 

ега minimalist twist. She felt her fa and lounge chair looks very invit- 
preference reflects the moods ing in its simplicity Visitors are also 
and inclinations of several young immediately drawn to the walls, 


‘THE DARING design of Chat Fores has a uniquely eclectic character 
that is sure to please the more adventurous urban dwellers. 

sense of openness is also achieved 
in the setup of the dining area, 
which features tables with stilted 


Coscolluela-Quintal, of the WV dynamic individuals and couples which were dad with а “pearl supports and glass tops. minimal concepts in interior бе floating ambiance that 1 want to 
CCoscolluela Interior Design Group who are most at home with just shine" finish that gives an affluent TEESE sign. The overall effect is nothing project.” It is certainly a fun and 
and Chat Fores of the Chat Fores the basics but have a lot of need feel toit. Marion sid she wanted w Creating fun interiors Short of eclectic and, in а sense, Stimulating spot to entertain guests. 


really bold if not defiant, 
‘Upon entering, you are imme- 


The frosted glass partition by the 
living area opens to a pristine crisp 
diately drawn to the huge mirror and white bedroom marked by à 
by the dining table leaning toward large mirror by the headboard. 
the wall. It has two light sconces Chat designed a space saving mov. 
punctured through the mirror giv- able trolley over the bed to address 
{hg the dining area a uniquely lu- the need of those who love to read, 
minous impression denoting ап work or eat before sleeping. 


Design Studio were up to the mis- 
sion and came up with engaging 
answers of their own, each as 
‘unique and inspiring as the other. 


for room to grow. "I made it a 
point to incorporate features that 
fake full advantage of available 
space and make it more useful 
and interesting,” said Marion. 
‘Calmness, ‘comfort and ele. 
gance, these words come to mind 
as you enter the living area. The so- 


make the partition walls то more 
than just panels of separation but 
elements of interest in themselves 
and she was decidedly successful in 
doing so. The Roman shades used 
in the windows nicely complemes 

the walls and allow for flexible lev- 
els of privacy for the unit owners. A 


HIST 


1 


Moving on next door, is Chat 
Fores take on Fifth Avenue Place. 
She is known for creating fun inte- 
Fors and this one s no exception. 

“My intention was to do some- 
thing different, I want to go bold- 
er in my design this time,” said 
Chat. Chats design for Fifth Av- 


Uncluttered home setup 
Marion favors the simple, un- 
cluttered home setup witha mod- 


D 


Eis 


WALKALATORS, Dolby Surround Sound cine- 
mas, quality grocery products from Pure 
Gold, household tools and appliances from 
Do It Yourself (DIY), fine dining from various 
food shops, one-stop NBI and LTO processing 
booths, а transportation terminal and a slew 
of world-class retailers are the come-ons of 
FRC Super Mall Imus to the public when it fi- 
nally opens for business on Friday. 

FRC Imus, Cuevasville Realty and De- 


More than 600+designs 1o choose from for stars rangs enclosing walis and door, windows and тиле wih quat imported materiais and 
locally manufactured items to su everyone. Nodular Casting Is the answer to modem day Deciraons. Is optimum designs are used 
throughout in China, Europe and America and is an essential dation to home dacorstons. Refined by aloys such as oo, tin and sion, not 
олу thas the capabity of ant-rustng, but has the toughness of common steel products. R can aiso be welded wih the есі commen wating 
electrodes. We also have | о =. cm bas en is 
"iatbars for your special needs. We also have embossed tubes wih which are widely used for large gales and doors. Most Engineers, Architects, 

have already bean using ол product. Please feel tree 
to visit our stores for more and exciting designs to choose from. We also accept bulk orders for special castings. We have a standard 
pricing for distributors (GM), dealers and customers (SRP), 


‘Showroom at: 901 A. Bonifacio St., Balintawak, Quezon City Теё 366-2747 Telefax: 413-9140 


With Branches at: 

75-6 EDSA, Malboy, Pasay City 1038622422 

Unit G Bik 61 Lot 16 Rogalado Ave Fairview, Quezon City Таз 451-6459 
Unit P Double Tre Bldg, Aguinaldo Hiway, Anabu 1, Imus, Calo (Near Makro Тыв 0921-4314682 
CPH Bldg. Door #3 Rizal St. cor Quezon St, llo City Tol (833) 337-3101 

GGP Bldg. GF M-J. Cuenco Ave. coc. New nk Road, Cabu City el 1032) 219-7654 
RAC Commercial Building, Lapasan, Cagayan De Oro Tais 1088) 86-5672. 


City, it now has over 500 affordable housing 
units located in Laguna and Cavite areas. 
“We shifted our focus in 1996 in response 
to the country’s need for urban housing pro- 
jects that would be offered at affordable 
prices. We decided to set up more so-called 
"in-city development, that is, within Metro 


Business hours: 7.908. o 140p. 
Branches ve vio open during Sundays and Hays. 


Manila so that our buyers could save on trans- 


Nr ater сырны зурысы. erent 
Med алпа Baguio AST 1460 Sols SL Manis 337 Dr. Jose Rial St, St Nino St Mina San Sebastan, Tao Cty portation expenses,” explained Uy. 
Е аа р а сота "Since available land is scarce in Metro 

Manila, Uy said serving up “vertical develop- 
|. | camyconetconur  cuvanarcomt  JBocampo niet нште анығы | memes is the most obvious approach not only 

J | Satay mat cone nm ye бишне RA Sistine, openly Шын CaP | tomarimizeland use but also to reduce cost. 

ШЕСЕ ли Lnd  — 

| Е fri-media approach 
Guy cun вы солдан En ew cite [ези e E ЕЕ d 

p | Samer um BRC DET ay TELE uan У = ашы 
pror ышан БЕК prre cess is the ti-media approach they used in 

тауы marketing their project: 

$ м guess were the first developer of afford- 
РТ P eg aang able housing to employ TV newspaper, and 
Inbar intents mm Sst st Vat си Creal а визна, OC. Co RUT ты Сонин direct marketing to advertise our project. 
por rr pe Ed Soon we wil go into radio” he revealed. 

> $ * 


He said the most interested buyers of Sun- 
пу Villas include the overseas Filipino work- 


sat tosis ata Duc Mm Doa Dine аы ch as A 
! inane be bas whe gon eg 


ot Шаша Look for Pater Chua at Сай# 0918-424862) or Grace Grisestomo at Calf. 0921-2806818- 


velopment Corp.'s second mall project, is 
located on Gen. Emilio Aguinaldo High 
way. 

It hopes to get a suitable percentage of the 
mall's major market made up of more than 
half a million highly urbanized population, 
80 percent of which are employed. FRC Imus 
also hopes to get a considerable chunk of the 
so-called "visiting marker" which traverses 
the Imus-Bacoor route. 


Creating a niche... sre 


d 


SOME of the first homebuyers were able to 
move in only after a few months. 


through their 24-hour hotline 812-7742. 

With each new project, Uy stressed that 
РРИС will strive to build on the experience 
and knowledge gained from Sunny Villas as 
well as their other previous projects. 

"This way, PPHC will be able to keep on 
adding value to its projects to the benefit of 
‘our homebuyers,” he concluded. 


| 
FRC Super Mall opens Sept. 17 
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14th Philconstruct Primary commercial locators 


promises to be : 
the biggest ever ion ые Britany Day. 


ick Brittany Corp., 
THIS will be the largest and most series which features topics on ad- known for high-end ae Urban renewal 
comprehensive Philconstruct ev- vanced technology and innova- fesidential communities тый j “Pursuing the company's vision. 
erl"predicsJorgeA.Consumj,Ist tions affecting the housing, design, that are nor only master. Р = ofurban renewal, everything a res- 
vice presidentwho chairs the 14th application and construction in- lapped put бизлер is ident needs at Brittany Bay is only 
Intemational Construction, ВЫ. cusies, Chaired by Levy Espiritu, planned but distinguishes а short walk away, with commer- 
ing Materials and Equipment Ех. TechnoForum 2004 is made up of cel chosen temes ы ial areas strategically designat- 
hibition or Philconstruct 2004 , the following: lat provide harmonious  perspr, T Brittany Вау": Ча! area. ed,” Serrano adds. "A resident can 
which will be held on Nov. 18:21. The Management series will coherence and add value ТУЕ знанне pot RE 
atthe World Trade Center. ive both government and the to property, announces Teen lies" says Brittany dowsand comfortable porches bis ое coffee shop nearby im 
With less than three months to private sector in helping formu- that the first business loca- Сот). president Jing Serrano. салде Row, offering the company of neighbors. Or he 
go, Philconstruct 2004 has late the implementing rules and i i je Brittany Bay also offers the ad- charming double and quadruple Е 
achieved over 85 percent capaci- regulations of the Tae govern- Tors atir flagship project, vantage of a prime location along houses with unique architectural de- Сап shop, end un ether, errands 
ty of its 15,000 square meters of ment procurement law. Brittany Вау, are now the South Luzon Expressway prox- signs, reminiscent of “Postcard Row” While the kids play at the day care 
1 Fe Technology ser reparing to open soon, imate to the centers of the ofAlamoSquareinSan Francisco center close by He can enjoy the 

indoor and outdoor сараі, of" The Tecnology series wil fea, Preparing to open soon. imate te the emes 0 е on No ытыс тоны outdoors wih eura ville a 

e aes wll Ashopat Britany metropolis. The development i fera, an impressive complex of а‏ ر 
оуег З50 Боо Боокей e Cue newer and practical uses Of, il be the Figaro Coffee Сою boundbySucatinterchangetothe mid-zise condos highlighting the val- sunrise or sunset, in the company‏ 
еы ^ erete and steel to benefit con- Serye a word of ecelendy brewed south, Bicutan Interchange to ће Ues of privacy, styleand community. ofa fresh breeze from the lake‏ 
es formal launch during the Часот, architects and diens. o specialty coffee and everything that north, M. L Quezon Boulevard to These residential neighborhoods "Brittany Bay is challenging‏ 
Peet launch during the ° The Equipment series will Жш perfectly with ix Other estab- the east along Laguna de Bay to be wil be complemented by a selected old standards of city living. As its‏ 
fellowship meeting ofthe Philip. highlight the new products, ma- {опет wil open soon toofferthe linked to the future C6, and South апау of restaurants and commer. first commercial locators demon-‏ 
pine Constructors Association 3t terials and equipmentinindustri- community the best of grlled Fi- Expressway to the west Britany Cal shops, amid lush foliage and strate, Brittany Bay is fast becom-‏ 
ie Wack Wack Golf and Country al works, infrastructure develop jping dishes and fresh seafood, йс. Bayi only 15 minutes ftom Maka landscaping for a comfortable and inga reality.” says Serrano.‏ 
Club, event manager GlobalLink ment, real estate development lahti Chinese cookingand тое. ie South exprcoway ane O ain.‏ 
[urba at шою and building construction. T T ч utes from Ortigas Center via C5. The most requested seminar topiciinow on its 19" offering!"‏ 
uoc v rs 3e information Тыкан Entirely new ‘lifescape’ any a PS, ете, Serrano notes INVESTING IN REAL ESTATE:‏ 

„j Series Will stress the need to inte- “Brittany Bay is a thoughtfully that Brittany Bay draws inspira- le 
ture the шен technological grate the Jatest TT trends withthe panned community of neighbor. tion rom city of San Francisco | Opportunites, techniques & what are needed fo be learned 
eee] іп биста! lange construction industry and the hoods that puts into practice the with its neo-Victorian architecture, | cores pos & cons ot sing асап! ends воот одне apecalon buy bald set 
architectural components, dand- modem home concept, company’s own definition of ur. in the context of urban renewal, | esse. eaingbuean prepenes negotaiag ксподиз mais ваз оон 
scoping product, cu Maca for Батона hat er ereagan ay lc cu ЫГЫ nace mtn 
ing, appliances and fixtures for tachnoForum 2004 and ех. entirely new lfescape’ or an deal lection of neighborhoods: arang такт, алаа зират gone, maiers, HUR vr E ches 
indus отте and eS libio for Philconsruct 2004 sexing in which ез are em + La Posada wih beast sin. | Bor mere deigis, eatr 881-8928 e ones ыты ара petah 
ntial j may contact Global-Link at (632) hanced and provided a higher gle-detached home and lot resi- Y simply (esl your fax no. or amait addréas to CPU 0916-426-8 
750-8588 and 887-1304. quality to reinvigorate and renew dences graced by picturesque win- URBAN INSTITUTE OP REAL ESTATE 
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advanced technology м 
amd pods usd | РЪЕХВЕАІТ 
for homes, offices | Тане РЫМ адат 
and buildings. tesa, feos ober general 
Modern Home Ex- | weepretmeieqenens 
po 2004 wil be high: اس‎ 
lighted by the interior SUPERSEAL 
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FINISHES 
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e excellent waterproofing paint protection for home and commercial establishments 

e provides heavy-duty top cool protection for general wote-groofing requirements 

. fis outstanding finish ond good adhesion 

e 100% un prita m den effects of voler seepage 

 enrironmentlriendly, superb durability ate 225 
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By Charles E. Buban 


UOYED by the success of its 
earlier projects—Smile Citi 
Homes I and Smile Annex in 

Quezon City—with a combined to- 

tal of 2,233 units sold, Phinma 

Property Holdings Corp. decided 

to develop another affordably 

priced medium high-rise residen- 
tial development also in the city. 

Located at the comer of Pearl Street and 
Commonwealth Avenue, the five-story 
Mediterranean-style condominium units of 
Sunny Villas offer exile options in unit sizes 
aswellas payment schemes. 

“Homebuyers have the option to acquire 
twoorthree adjacent units either horizontally 
or vertically if they choose for a much bigger 
living space,” explained PPHC marketing 
manager Grant Orbeta. 

This is made possible by Sunny Villas’ clus- 
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Creating a niche in affordable housing 


ter-type layout that gives its developers flexi 
bility in construction. 

Priced between: P535,000 and P757,000, 
buyers can choose from 30 60-, or 90. 
squaremeter units, which can be availed 
through cash payment, Pag-Ibig loan or in- 
house financing. 


Selling fast 

‘With this price range and buying options, 
Sunny Villas has become among the fastest 
selling pieces of property in the real estate. 
market today. 

In fact, company records show that four 
months after its groundbreaking last Febru- 
ary the new housing project has already sold 
477 units, equivalent to 92 percent of its pro- 
jected total sales of units open tothe market, 

Ооа revealed that Villa 1 units are now 
taken and is ready for occupancy (in fact, а 
number of families have moved in already). 
Already in place are basic utilities which in- 
clude an interior wash and dry area, mini 
clubhouse and basketball court. 


Faster turnaround 


"РЫС attributed this much faster | 


‘turnaround time to its building system that al- 
lows faster construction time. 

PHC said it was able to complete 290 
units in just 115 days, 

"There is no magic or short cut. We em- 
ployed cast-in-place system of solid concrete 
walls that, compared to traditional method, is 


faster to set up and yet costs less, durable and $ 


longer lasting. This building method meet in- 
ternationally accepted structural standards; 
assured PPHC president and CEO Willie Uy, 
Uy also added that this is the same method. 
they have used in their earlier developments. 


Carving niche 
A subsidiary of Phinma Inc., one of the 
country’s leading conglomerates, PPHC is 


tasked to create a niche in affordable housing F 


particularly in and around Metro Manila, 
At present, apart from the ones in Quezon 
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Phase II properties in Batangas’ premier golf and leisure 
community now available to a select few. 


MOUNT MALARAYAT 


Call 812-8928 for i 


RESIDENTIAL ESTATES 
An i ACTIVEGROUP Community 


quiries « E-mail: saleseactivegroup. com.ph 


Log on to www.malarayat.com 
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‘THE RESPECT M.E. product line is all about positi 
ıt. Scheduled for release in November, 
beahitwith Missy Elliott fans worldwide. 
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THIS season, Adidas introduces 
football-inspired apparel, an off- 
shoot of the legendary 1974 Fifa 
World Cup that was hosted and 
won by Germany. \ { : 
Allapparel styles are direct reinroductions LET AE LENS | e FACIAL 
from the Adidas archive, redesigned using ex- * ROSY PEEL 
ing footapeandecordsofthecven For Rosier Cheeks “элш 
There is, for instance, the shirt worn by AL e тїш оао ANS AEA? 
Zaire in is final match against Brazil. The j "BODY SCRUB "шсш 
Gerd Muller track top which was made fa- MEME RIE ge 
mous by World Cup legend Gerd Muller, who келүчү кщ, ХУ 
still holds the record for most goals scored at a г ойного р Атр a 
World Cup event. And a reinterpretation of aston SORS ve LS ee 
the Adidas Press Jacket, featuring the official qae SSD 
Jogo of the tournament and the press number VES RL PLAZAS = 
ofthe wearer aec ca te eter Soran 
‘These are complemented by a footwear fit TR sates 
and accessories collection closely linked to s 
the early 1970s, but 
with a wide range of 
iconic football mod- 
els. 
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footwear and wom- MEDICard's Medical Director, Dr. Nicky Montoya answers questions on health through the assistance 


en's sports, and rein- and expertise of. MEDICard's network of accredited specialists. And in a common thrust with the 
terpreting it for to- 


Pcl ш M DEAE СУ, ay cé anda 
ا و‎ hat causes liver cancer? Can it be 2 bl 
gant evening wear, : "n бор! 


Гем 
тшш 


the link to sports is 

unmistakable, but prevented? EPOR 

а from different iver cancer is the second leading cancer in Filipino males, seventh in females and fourth 

bise in both sexes. It is also the second leading cause of cancer deaths in the Philippines. The En Chee seat a year sgo nam 


‘incidence is over two times more frequent in males than in females. In low incidence poseen ae, 


Metro de Lux 

In the 1980s, Adi- 
das set up the first 
“non-athletic” 
sportswear product | Viral infection that cause Chronic Active Hepatitis, such as Hepatitis В and Hepatitis C viruses res и. 
endorsement, This | аге responsible for most cases of primary liver cancer in the Philippines. Hepatitis B Virus eth ant ele dm اا‎ sha me 
Movement occuring | (HBV) iifection is the most prevalent. Infants and young children who get the infection and S gesti асе on et 
‘on the streets, and become carriers are at highest risk for liver malignancy. Other factors implicated are heavy е 
one band who stood alcohol consumption, prolonged intake of foodstuffs containing large amounts of aflatoxin and 
at the forefront of i: | рег chemical carcinogens. HBV can be transmitted through mother to newborn, infected 

blood transfusion and unprotected sex 


areas, it more often occurs at 60 years of age and above, while in high incidence areas like the 
Philippines, occurs at a younger age of 30 to 50 years. 


llection is a nod to 3 2 V 
Suecus Vaccinating the infant population against HBV can reduce the prevalence of HBV carriers and 
of the styles popular. | thus reduce the incidence of liver cancer. Improved personal hygiene and public sanitation 
ined by Adidas. р may also decrease the prevalence of HBV infection. 

а new version of the 


MP 
е 2 Aside, 
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тышы кмс De Hitta Villalon. Dr. Vilaion is MEDICard's accredited provider at Manila healthy inside. N mnm 
ered Doctors Hospital in Ermita, Manila. He specializes їп internal Medicine and | | „ча 
das ever crea- has a subspecialty in Medical Oncology. Dr. Villalon is well-regarded for кыла XU 
edthe Super- his exemplary leadership characteristics as exemplified by being the pasi | | теа hin mime ty mt of bet 
star—this collection presidents of various specialty organizations like the Philippine College Area мє М Ии» 
is а big homage to of Physicians, Philippine Society of Medical Oncology and the Philippine | | енн et тын te a 
those times. Society of Oncologists. He is married to Ophthalmologist Pearl Tamesis-Villalon with whom теза nad aie ane Sel 
Running gear he has a son, Juan Gabriel. Members may visit his clinic for consultations at Suite 306 of | | Sez =a) some, es rtm 
me ening cot | {the medical arts building of Manila Doctors. Dr. Villalon holds сігіс on weekdays from 1 to | | tT ratu. 
lecion draws inspira. 4 in the afternoon. 


tioníromAdidascon- | ве HEARD AND BE READ. Write to DR. NICKY S. MONTOYA (clo TAKE CHARGE DOC!) or e-mail 


tinuing legacy of pro- medicardphit iries on health matters. 
Meu eee ОГ | him at inquiry@medicardphits.com for Inquiries on health matte 
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Chit Salud, Helen Ong and Nene S. Leonor 
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The shooting Dutchman 


EYECATCHING mother and 
daughter: Yoly and Pam Ayson 


Justa. 
Tantoco, with Malati's first lady, 
Dr. Elenita Binay 


DR. Lumen Diego LINDA Pastoral 


изу Tenchavez, 
Nini Valdez and Nini Licaros 


ANNE Binay with 
her nephew, Boogi 
B. Angeles 


SUPER pals: Nona 
Ricafort with Letty 
Jorman and Chit 
Salud 


VIVACIOUS Roi 
Philips 


CARRIE Bautista 


Od 
PRESIDENT of Jo- 
Lisa, Joanne de Asis 


i= 
ARTICULATE, 2 
pretty pretty 
Debbie How 


SHIPPING mogul 
Mila How 


ES more Filipino than 
some Filipinos 1 
know—humble, and 

sometimes too quite, a true ob- 
server of people and а most 
sought-after photojournalist for 
weddings, launchings and the 
high life. 

‘Alex Van Hagen has been a 
most lovable figure among Cos- 
mo Manille's shakers, 
movers and achievers, 
palanggas. 

Не has so endeared 
himself to our town's 
famous "ladies who 
lunch and party” that 
they look forward to 

1 day, eager 

happy and 

fulfilled one for our 
celebrator. 

Itis no exaggeration 
to say Alex Von Ha- 
gen's no-nonsense rep- 
uration makes him the 
photographer оѓ 
choice among women Photos by 


of substance and influ- Alex Van Hagen 
ence. His dedication, on Kodak Max 


hard work and perse 
verance, palanggas, 
have allowed Alex to excel in his 
career—documenting beautiful, 
glamorous and highly distin- 
guished personalities. 

About 10 charming ladies 
joined forces to host Alex's late af- 
ternoon celebration at the man- 
sion ofthe consul of Angola, fash- 
ionable Helen Ong, one of the 
hostesses. 

Other socialites were chari 
oriented Nene Leonor, Nini Li- 
caros, Chit Salud, Naty Pappas, 
Fortune Ledesma, Ме 
Ablaza, Letty Syquia, Evie Costa 
and Tereret Liboro. 

The — merienda—excellently 
prepared by Millie Reyes of The. 
Plaza—was preceded by a Mass 
in one of the rooms of Helen 
Ong's elegant residence. The offi 
Чай priest, Fr Dommie de 
Guzman, asked invitees to raise 
their hands toward Alex and pray 
for his continued good health and 
success. Alex, a devout Christian, 
thanked all for their blessings and 
Prayers. 

Invitees included Makati's first 
lady, Elenita Binay, with daugh- 
ter Anne Binay and grandchild 
Boogie; Menchu Concepcion; 
brilliant shipping magnate Mila 
How, with super charmante 
daughter Deborah Dorene; Yay- 
ing Dragon; super pal Justa Tan- 
toco; Letty Jorman, Betsy Ten- 
chavez, Carrie Bautista, Pitang 
Tiongson, Fe Ng, Linda Pas- 
toral, Nini Valdez and Tessie 
luz. Close, close friend Agnes 
Huibonhoa showed up Ыш 
dashed out soon after for another 
appointment, after wishing our 
man of the hour “all the best.” 

Others present were Fe Ro- 
driguez, Nena del Rosario, the 
Saldaña sisters (all business 
achievers), Celine S. Bautista, 
Marieliese S. Evaristo and Nona 
S. Ricafort. 

Also there were stunning eye- 
catchers, TVs body-beautiful 
Cory Quirino and her equally 
stunning sister, Cecille, visiting 
from New York; southern lad 
palangga Nena Casimiro; Nini 
Layug: beautiful mother-daugh- 
ter Baby Cruz and Trisha C. 
Bautista; Monette Guevarra; 
тап forall seasons Bobby Nove- 
nario; Yoly Ayson; Asia's true- 
blue ' royal couturier, Pitoy 
Moreno; Cinderella's wonder 
woman, Therese Santos; Mabel 
Abano, Roi Philips, Jo-Lisa's 
prime ‘asset, hardworking so- 
cialite Joanne de Asis; Myrna 
Borromeo; Chona Lopez; Chit 
Dee; Lourdes Choa; Sylvia Lac- 


WitHout 
BATTING 


Maurice 
Arcache 


son; Olga Martel, who just 
breezed in from the Big Apple; 
Pacita de Guzman, Bob Zozo- 
brado and lifestyle columnist and 
true pal, Resty Vegara, plus 
many others too nice to mention, 
dahlings 

To our dear friend and my third 
eye, Alex, may all your wishes be 
fulfiled today tomorrow and 

years to come. 
Cheers, palangga. 


leria Duemila present- 
ed “Clowns and Pup- 
рез” by artist Charlie 
со. 

ы Guests on opening 
night saw another col- 
lection of sharp and 

thought-provoking 

paintings. 

Officiating at the 
ribbon snipping were. 
art collector Victoria 
M. Vasquez, political 
analys and columnist 
Amando Doronila, 
and Galleria Duemila's art direc- 
tor Silvana Diaz. 

‘The artist's famille and close 
pals—most coming all the way 
from Bacolod, the Land of Smiles, 
were there. Anne Legaspi Go, 
wife of the artist of the hour C.C., 
and his sister Belen Li, who 
added southern style and charm 
to the occasion. 

Businessman Nacho Amais, 
fashion guru Patis Tesoro, interi- 
or designer Jonathan Matti, Ru- 
pert and Tina Jacinto, Tony and 
Cez Gutierrez, Leony Ong, Jose 
Marie Treñas and Gloria Tan 
Climaco graced the occasion. 

The artist is known for visual 
critiques of Philippine social real- 
ities and, in-this new exhibition, 
he again addresses issues that 
continue to hound the country's 
system of governance. 

Charlie was among the 13 
Artists awarded by the Cultural 
Center of the Philippines in 1990. 
He has represented the country in 
foreign exhibitions, like the Asia- 
Pacific Triennial of Contemporary 
Arı atthe Queensland Ап Gallery, 
Brisbane, Australia in 1996. He 
co-founded the Black Artists of 
Asia with Norberto Roldan, 
Nunelucio Alvarado and Dennis 
Ascalon. 

"Clowns and Puppets" is repre 
sentative ofthe artistic excellence 
of Filipino contemporary artists. 
In Charlie's case, Honggo style di 
bala, palanggas? 


Pre-Christmas bazaar 

‘The tireless society gals of the 
Friends for Cultural Concerns of 
the Philippines (FCCP) will hold 
their annual pre-Christmas 
Bazaar, 9 a.m.-6 p.m., Sept. 25- 
26, at the World Trade Center, 
Roxas Boulevard. 

FOP aims to create "an aware- 
ness of our country's rich cultural. 
heritage and the development of 
talented young Filipino artists,” 


pem 


HOTSHOT women behind the FCCP Bazaar: (seated) Сет Manalo; Karen Macasaet, director, bazaar 


\ 
THE SHAKERS: Asia's royal couturier, Pitoy Moreno, with 


Jewelmer’s radiant pearl, Baby Cruz and her daughter, Franck 
Provost achiever Trisha C. Bautista; and Menchu Concepcion 


Leonor, Margaret Lim-Kwok and 


ae 


WOMEN of substance: Burger Machine queen Fe Rodriguez, with 
Agnes Huibonhoa, secret weapon of the Mega Center, the Mall of 
Cabanatuan City; Cinderella's Therese Santos; shipping industry 
shaker Naty Pappas; and consul of Angola, Helen Ong 


LADIES of action: Fe Ng, with Sylvia Lacson, Fortune Ledesma, Chit 
Salud and Chit Dee. 


LORIA Tan Climaco, Amando Doronila, Jose Marie Trenas, Charlie 
Co, Victoria Vazquez and Silvana Diaz 


MARK Kingli and Leony Ong 


said its president, glamorous lady 
of substance Melle Ablaza, 
dahlings. 

"The bazaar, she said, was one of 
the group's major activities to raise 
funds for noteworthy projects like 
subsidies to talented young musi- 
ans and vocalists, outreach cul- 
tural programs in public schools, 
scholarships, travel grants and fi- 
nancial help to the National Muse- 
tum Foundation for the training of 
arr teachers and museum guides. 

"This yeas the bazaar will have 
more than 120 concesionaires 
selling antiques, jewelry a pieces, 
Silver items and ethnic products, 
among others. You name it palang- 
gas, they wil have 
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CEZ Gutierrez and Tony 
Gutierrez 


committee; FCCP president Mellie Ablaza; Beth Cristobal; and chair Tess Castro, (standing) Sol Tan- 
Саке, consul of Monaco Fortune Ledesma, Chloe Romulo-Periquet, Chit Gohu, Thelma Gana, Lulu 


Castañeda and Nene Leonor. 
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“Of ай the things а leader 
should fea; complacency | 
should head the list. "John | 
C. Maxwell 


INSIDE | 
Our 


VOLUTION is а Cory { 
word that ap- Quirino 
plies to the idea 

that the organism that is best able 
to control its environment and all 
other organisms in it is superior 
above all. Thus, the term “survival 
ofthe fittest.” 

‘Therefore, the organism that survives all 
other organisms and is superior im self 
preservation is considered the most 
evolved. 

So much for this mundane explanation. In 
today's definition, evolution takes on a new 
meaning and understanding. Take two hu- 
тап beings and place them in the arena of 
life. One would be more narrow-minded, ag- 
gressive and selfish. The other will be cooper- 
ative, generous and selfless. 

Most would consider the kind one as more 
evolved. We now look upon evolution from а 
deeper dimension, a larger frame of refer- 
ence. 

Ifthe human being is at the top of the food 
chain, then why is s/he so beset by stress and 
ill-health? Could it be that we lack the will to 
see our dreams through? Or maybe we allow 
the environment of abuse, ignorance and lazi- 
ness to overtake us? 

In his book, “The 21 Indispensable Quali- 


‘THE URBAN Collection includes a“ 
during his playing years. 
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ties of a Leader" author 
John С. Maxwell explains 
that leadership can only 
develop from the inside 
out, “If you can become 
the leader you ought to be 
оп the inside, you will be 
able to become the leader 
you want to be on the out- 

side.” 

Now that’s tall order 


The challenge 

‘All too often we hear the usual complaints, 
^ can't seem to get my act together" or “I am. 
not in control" They are overweight (or 
obese), burdened with health problems and 
emotional hurts. 

Lets apply rule No. 1 in Maxwell's 
book 

Character: Ве а piece of the rock. 

In essence, do not take shortcuts. Do 
not make compromises. Exhaust all рох 
bilities and never, never give up on your- 
self. Being firm in your convictions can 
and will take you further forward, not 
backward. 

“There isa popular belief that events or eri- 
sis do not make a person; they reveal him/her, 
"his is where true character takes center 
stage 


The elements of character 

‘© Character is defined as more than just 
talk, In short, don't just talk about it, do it. If 
you wish to lose 30 pounds in five months, 
dont just verbalize your hopes with 


Character 
is more 
than just 
talk—it 
also 
means 


action 


jute” to basketball legend Kareem Abdul Jabbar, who wore the number 33 


Blast from the past 


From page DI 


Elljott and Adidas share the 


rectly from this world. 


Archive 

This collection presents some of 
‘Adidas’ best pieces from the archives, 
reinterpreted for todays consumer. 
From the exact reproduction of the 
first-ever bag that Adi Dassler made 
in 1954— rare 50-years commemo- 
rative collectors item—to the Trimm 
Trab track top and training shoe pro- 
moting the West German "Keep fit" 
movement in the '70s, to the Jeans, а 
vintage training shoe previously 
available in 1960, everything is about 


B 


the glories of the past brought to the. 
present, 


Respect M, 

Respect МЕ. is a complete line of 
sports inspired ойне, apparel and ac- 
cessories that lend Adidas strect history 
and sparing styles with Missy Ellos 
personality, flair and original style, 

The Respect М.Е. product offering, 
along with Из message of positivity 
and empowerment, will appeal to El- 
flos core fan-base and the larger ur- 
ban women's market. The first collec- 
tion will be available at US retail 
Stores in September 2004, and glob- 
ally in November 2004 


ADIDAS 
reinterprets some of 
its best pieces for 
today's consumer 
with the Archives 
collection. 


me 
values of authenticity, originality and 
innovation. Adidas recognizes Elliot as 
а pure original; а pioneer and innova- 
tor in musie, video and style. Her love 
for Adidas is rooted in her passion for 
old-school hip-hop, the era that first 
placed Adidas at the forefront of urban 
athletic and street style. 

Elliot has worn Adidas Originals al- 
most exclusively among athletic 
brands over the last three years, most 
prominently in videos, album pack- 
ages and awards show appearances 
Friendship has grown over the years 
into mutual respect, the core of the 
Respect M.E. concept. 
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‘THE TRIMM Trab track top and training 
shoes hark back to the'70s "Keep Fit" 


campaig 


Germany. 


friends—implement them. Others would sim- 
ply say "walk the talk.” 

If beginning today you have sworn to your- 
self you will have a more positive attitude in 
life, then for goodness sake, have a smile on 
your face as you get up from bed. Don’t frown 
at each day! Your reflection in the mirror 
shows off your pearly whitest 

* Talent is a gift, but character is a 
choice. Choosing to be healthy instead of. 
unhealthy; to be happy, not sad; to be suc- 
cessful, not a failure; to be kind, not cruel; 
generous, not stingy; disciplined rather 
than undisciplined... The more you make 
choices, the more you are building charac- 
ter 

* Character brings lasting success. With 
people, flawed characters don't have a follow- 
ing. If you are going to be a paragon of good 
hhealth—body, mind and spirit then be an in- 
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spiration to yourself, that you might become 
am inspiration to others, 

* Leaders can't rise above the limitations 
of their character. Sometimes, too much suc- 
cess can kill the man. If your character is 
flawed or weak, then a little success can undo 
you. Why do some people break down after 
achieving success and can't seem to cope with 
the stress that success can bring? The answer 
lies in character. The question one must an- 
swer is this: Do I keep my word to myself, to 
others and to God? i 

Love and light! 

Life Changing Leaming Events—John 
Maxwell, the leadership expert: “Building 
"Teams," Sept, 15, Araneta Coliseum; "Build: 
ing Leaders,” Sept. 16, Philippine Interna: 
tional Convention Center. Call 8302191 or 
8132732 (Salt and Light Ventures), 


Q&A on spirits, astral 
projection, etc. 


READER, who calls himself 

“sew,” said my writings 

sparked his interest in high- 
er consciousness, and there were a 
number of questions he had “been 
aching to ask” me. 

Here are his questions and my answers: 

‘© "During my father's hypnotic (trante), 
beings from the Sth dimension befriended 
him. The entities (did not want any) bright 
red cloth or object during the sessions, My 
question: Do bright red objects irritate spirits 
(or) ward them off? My father always told me 
to put something bright red when someone 
was trying to hypnotize me against my will, or 
when I felt (the presence of) unwanted spir- 
its” 

Each color has different vibrations. Red 
emits the strongest physical or material vibra- 
tion, and violet the most calming or soothing. 
spiritual vibrations. Red and violet are at op- 
posite ends of the light spectrum and, there- 
fore, may be considered as having opposite 
ейеав. 

"The reason spirit séances are held in semi- 
darkness or with very dim lights is not be- 
cause the medium wants to hide something, 
but because spirits cannot manifest fully in 
very bright surroundings. Some say bright 
lights hurt chem, but how can a spirit be hurt 
by a material thing? Maybe it is not pain they 
feel but difficulty of manifestation. 

When 1 saw the mediumistic Brazilian 
painter, Luis Gasparetto, in Buenos Aires, Ar- 
gentina, he requested that all bright white 
light bulbs and fluorescent lamps be changed 
to blue, or the spirits could not manifest in 
him. His demonstration could not start imme- 
diately, because bulbs were changed to some 
subdued color. 

© "Prom your columns 1 learned that 
whenever I wake up but can’t move, i's a case 
of astral projection, Before 1 realized this, 1 
would often panic and get extremely exhaust- 
ed (from) my efforts to move. Is there any- 
thing I сап do to facilitate synchronization of 
soul and body?" 

Don't pani. You will surely get back when- 
ever you feel yourself getting out of your 
body. Fear creates а dissonance between your 
astral and physical bodies, If you regard going 
ош of your body to be as normal and natural 
as breathing, then there will be no problem 
getting back. In fact, staying out is more diffi- 
cult than getting back into your body. Just 
think of your body: You'll be back as quickly as 
you think 

Still don't understand how the St. 
Benedict Medal repels evil spirits. Does it 
have to do with the Latin ineantations writ- 
ten all over it? Why does it have to be 
blessed? What's with the ritual of blessing 
that gives the medal power to ward off evil 
spirits?” 

As far as 1 know about its history it is the 
only medal dedicated and empowered by the 
Catholic Church for the protection of the 
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wearer from demonic possession and also 
from snake bite poisoning. The medal is not 
effective against other negative elemental 
spirits, only against demonic possession. 

When five high school students of a 
Catholic school were possessed by dwarves, 
the priests gave them St. Benedict medals to 
wear The possession, however, continued, 

‘What gives the medal power to ward off de- 
monic possession? It is the dedication of that 
medal for that purpose. The Latin prayers or 
invocations found as initials merely serve as 
trigger mechanisms for the mind. The ritual 
activates the prayer, in the same way one can 
activate or magnetize a talisman or amulet for 
a certain purpose. 

T have given St. Benedict medals to at least 
а dozen individuals being molested by evil 
spirits, with fantastic results. 

ıe “Is your Inner Mind Development Semi- 
nat similar to Silva Mind Control Method? 
Сап you give me your schedule of seminars, 
and the cost?" 

There is a similarity in objectives, namely 
to teach participants to make more effective 
use of both hemispheres of their brain. But 
the methodologies and exercises are differ- 
ent, My course does not use the repetitive for- 
mulaic instructions and affirmations of the 
Silva Method. 

But there are some universal exercises like 
the going down to alpha level, but then the 
Silva Method does not have a'monopoly on 
this, Jose Silva himself got many of his con- 
cepts and teachings from Yoga, Edgar Cayce, 
hypnosis and the Rosicrucians. There's noth- 
ing original in it except the packaging. 

Neither can 1 claim originality for my pro- 
grams. took from many sources and adapted 
them to Filipino mentality and attitudes. 
‘Those who have taken my seminars have 
found them effective and powerful. For 
schedules, fees and other details of my semi- 
nars, call 8107245 or 8926806. 

It is not generally known, but insurance 
man Bonnie Ho and myself were the fist to in- 
troduce the Silva Method here in 1987. I con- 
ducted the first public seminar on the Silva 
Method of Mind Control in this country L 
taught it for about three years, until 1 quit and 
formed the Inner Mind Development institute, 
teaching topics not covered by the Silva 
Method. A former student of mine continued 
that course forabout 10 years. 


E-mail reactions to this column to jlicau- 
co@edsamailcom.ph. Listen to my radio pro- 
‘gram, 7-8 p.m. every Sunday over ФММ at 
630 khz on the AM radio band. 


Walkathon marks Alzheimer’s Day ; 


THE ALZHEIMER'S Disease As- 
sociation of the Philippines 
will mark the annual World 
Alzheimer's Day with the 
“Memory Walk 2004—No Time 
to Lose,” Sept, 19, 5:30-10 
a.m. 


‘The fund-raising walkathon aims to in- 
crease awareness of the disease, Assembly 
is atthe Baywalk fronting the Rajah Sulay- 
man Plaza. Participant will walk toward 
the Quirino Grandstand for a short pro- 
gram and snacks. 

Alzheimer's Day is marked worldwide in 
September. 
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"Of all the things a leader 
should fear, complacency 
should head the list." John 
C. Maxwell 


VOLUTION is a 

word that ap- 

plies to the idea 
that the organism that is best able 
to control its environment and all 
other organisms in it is superior 
above all. Thus, the term "survival 
of the fittest.” 

‘Therefore, the organism that survives all 
other organisms and is superior in self- 
preservation is considered the most 
evolved. 

‘So much for this mundane explanation. In 
today's definition, evolution takes on a new 
meaning and understanding. Take two hu- 
‘man beings and place them in the arena of 
life. One would be more narrow-minded, ag- 
gressive and selfish. The other will be cooper- 
ative, generous and selfless. 

Most would consider the kind one as more 
evolved. We now look upon evolution from a 
deeper dimension, a larger frame of refer- 
ence. 

‘If the human being is at the top of ће food 
chain, then why is s/he so beset by stress and 
ill-health? Could it be that we lack the will to 
see our dreams through? Or maybe we allow 
the environment of abuse, ignorance and lazi- 
ness to overtake us? 

Tn his book, “The 21 Indispensable Quali- 


‘THE URBAN Collection includes: 
during his playing years. 
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ties of a Leader,” author 
John C. Maxwell explains 
that leadership can only 
develop from the inside 
ош. “If you can become 
the leader you ought to be 
оп the inside, you will be 
able to become the leader 
you want to be on the out- 

side." 

Now that's a tall order. 


The challenge 

All too often we hear the usual complaints, 
“1 can't seem to get my act together" or "am. 
mot in control.” They are overweight (or 
obese), burdened with health problems and 
emotional hurts. 

lets apply rule No. 1 in Maxwell's 
book. 

Character: Bea piece ofthe rock. 

Tn essence, do not take shortcuts. Do 
not make compromises. Exhaust all possi- 
bilities and never, never give up on your- 
self. Being firm in your convictions can 
and will take you further forward, not 
backward. 

‘There is a popular belief that events or eri- 
sis do not make a person; they reveal him/her. 
This is where true character takes center 
stage. 


The elements of character 

© Character is defined as more than just 
talk. In short, don't just talk about it, do it. IF 
you wish to lose 30 pounds in five months, 
don't just verbalize your hopes with 


Character 
is more 
than just 
talk—it 
also 
means 


action 


Blast from the past 


From page DI 


rectly from this world. 


the glories of the past brought to the 
present. 


Elion and Adidas share the same 
values of authenticity, originality and 


friends—implement them. Others would sim- 
ply say “walk the talk.” 

Ifbeginning today you have sworn to your- 
self you will have a more positive attitude in 
life, then for goodness’ sake, have a smile оп 
your face as you get up from bed. Don't frown 
at each day! Your reflection in the mirror 
shows off your pearly whites! 

e Talent is a gift, but character is a 
choice. Choosing to be healthy instead of 
unhealthy; to be happy, not sad; to be suc- 
cessful, not a failure; to be kind, not eruel; 
generous, not stingy; disciplined rather 
than undisciplined... The more you make 
choices, the more you are building charac- 
ter. 

‘© Character brings lasting success. With 
people, flawed characters don't have a follow- 
ing. If you are going to be a paragon of good 
health—body, mind and spirit—then bean in- 
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spiration to yourself, that you might become 
an inspiration to others. 

ө Leaders can't rise above the limitations. 
of their character. Sometimes, too much suc- 
cess can kill the man. If your character is 
flawed or weak, then a little success can undo 
you. Why do some people break down after 
achieving success and can't seem to cope with 
the stress that success can bring? The answer. 
lies in character. The question one must an- 
swer is this: Do 1 keep my word to myself, to 
othersand to God? 

Love and light! 

Life Changing Learning Events—John 
Maxwell, the leadership expert: “Building 
Teams," Sept. 15, Araneta Coliseum; "Build 
ing Leaders,” Sept. 16, Philippine Interna: 
tional Convention Center. Call 8302191 or 
8132732 (Saltand Light Ventures). 


Q&A on spirits, astral 
projection, etc. 


READER, who calls himself 

Scw" said my writings 

sparked his interest in high- 

ег consciousness, and there were a 

number of questions he had "been 
aching to ask" me. 

Here are his questions and my answers: 

* “During my father's hypnotic (trante), 
beings from the Sth dimension befriended 
him. The entities (did not want any) bright 
red cloth or object during the sessions. Му 
question: Do bright red objects irritate spirits 
(ог) ward them off? My father always told me 
то put something bright red when someone 
was trying to hypnotize me against my will, or 
when I felt (the presence of) unwanted spir- 
its 

Each color has different vibrations. Red 
emits the strongest physical or material vibra 
tion, and violet the most calming or soothing 
spiritual vibrations. Red and violet are at op- 
posite ends of the light spectrum and, there- 
fore, may be considered as having opposite 
effects, 

‘The reason spirit séances are held in semi- 
darkness or with very dim lights is not be- 
cause the medium wants to hide something, 
bur because spirits cannot manifest fully in 
very bright surroundings. Some say bright 
lights hurt them, but how can a spirit be hurt 
by a material thing? Maybe it is not pain they 
feel but difficulty of manifestation. 

When | saw the mediumistic Brazilian 
painter, Luis Gasparerto, in Buenos Aires, Ar 
gentina, he requested that all bright white 
light bulbs and fluorescent lamps be changed. 
to blue, or the spirits could not manifest in 
him, His demonstration could not start imme- 
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wearer from demonic possession and also 
from snake bite poisoning. The medal is not 
effective against other negative elemental 
spirits, only against demonic possession. 

When five high school students of a 
Catholic school were possessed by dwarves, 
the priests gave them St. Benedict medals to 
‘wear, The possession, however, continued. 

What gives the medal power to ward off de- 
monic possession? It is the dedication of that 
medal for that purpose. The Latin prayers or 
invocations found as initials merely serve as 
trigger mechanisms for the mind. The ritual 
activates the prayer, in the same way one сап 
activate or magnetizea talisman or amulet for 
a certain purpose. 

1 have given St. Benedict medals to at least 
а dozen individuals being molested by evil 
spirits, with fantastic results 

* “is your Inner Mind Development Semi- 
nar similar to Silva Mind Control Method? 
Can you give me your schedule of seminars 
and the cost?" 

There is a similarity in objectives, namely 
to teach participants to make more effective 
use of both hemispheres of their brain. But 
the methodologies and exercises are differ 
ent. My course does not use the repetitive for- 
music instructions and affirmations of the 
Silva Method. 


innovation. Adidas recognizes Elliot as 
a pure original; a pioneer and innova- 
tor in music, video and style. Her love 
for Adidas is rooted in her passion for 
‘old-school hip-hop, the era that first 
placed Adidas at the forefront of urban 
athletic and street уе. 

Elliot has worn Adidas Originals al- 


Respect M.E. 

Respect МЕ. is a complete line of 
spons inspired footwear, apparel and ac- 
cessories that blend Adidas street history 
and sporting styles with Missy Elliotts 
personality fair and original style. 

‘The Respect M.E. product offering 


diately, because bulbs were changed to some 
subdued color. 

* "From your columns | learned that 
whenever I wake up but can't move, it's а case 
of astral projection. Before 1 realized this, 1 
would often panic and get extremely exhaust- 
ей (from) my efforts to move. Is there any- 


Bur chere are some universal exercises, like. 
the going down to alpha level, but then the 
Silva Method does not have a monopoly on 
this. Jose Silva himself got many of his con- 
сері and teachings from Yoga, Edgar Cayce, 
hypnosis and the Rosicrucians. There's noth- 


Archive 

This collection presents some of 
Adidas best pieces from the archives, 
reinterpreted for today’s consumer. 
From the exact reproduction of the 
first-ever bag that Adi Dassler made 


in 1954— rare 50-years commemo- 
rative collector's item—to the Trimm 
Trab track top and training shoe pro- 
топа the West German "Keep fit” 
movement in the 70s, to the Jeans, a 
vintage training shoe previously 
available in 1960, everything is about 


along with its message of positivity 
and empowerment, will appeal to El- 
Кого core fan-base and the larger ur- 
ban women's market. The first collec- 
Чоп will be available at US retail 
stores in September 2004, and glob- 
ally in November 2004. 


most 


today's consumer 
with the Archives. 
collection. 


exclusively among athletic 
brands over the last three years, most 
prominently in videos, album pack- 
ages and awards show appearances. 
Friendship has grown over the years 
into mutual respect, the core of the 
Respect МЕ. concept. 


thing 1 can do to facilitate synchronization of 
soul and body?" 

Don't panic. You will surely get back when- 
ever you feel yourself getting out of your 
body Fear creates a dissonance between your 
astral and physical bodies. If you regard going 
‘out of your body to be as normal and natural 
as breathing, then there will be no problem 
getting back. In fact, staying out is more diffi- 
cult than getting back into your body. Just 
think of your body. You'll be backas quickly аз 
you think. 

ө "I still don't understand how the St. 
Benedict Medal repels evil spirits. Does it 
have to do with the Latin incantations writ- 
ten all over it? Why does it have to be 
blessed? What's with the ritual of blessing. 
that gives the medal power to ward off evil 
spirits?” 

As far as 1 know about its history, it is the 
only medal dedicated and empowered by the. 
Catholic Church for the protection of the 


Walkatbon marks Alzbeimer's Day 


THE ALZHEIMER'S Disease As- 
sociation of the Philippines 
Will mark the annual World 


Alzheimers Day with the 
“Memory Walk 2004—No Time 
to Lose," Sept. 19, 5:30-10 
a.m. 


ing original in it except ће packaging. 

Neither can 1 claim originality for my pro- 
grams. took from many sources and adapted 
them to Filipino mentality and attitudes. 
‘Those who have taken my seminars have 
found them effective and powerful. For 
schedules, fees and other details of my semi- 
nars, call 8107245 or 8926806. 

It's not generally known, but insurance 
man Bonnie Ho and myself were the first to in- 
troduce the Silva Method here in 1987. 1 con 
ducted the first public seminar on the Silva 
Method of Mind Control in this county 1 
taught it for about three years, until quit and 
formed the Inner Mind Development Institute, 

topics mot covered by the Silva 
Method. A former student of mine continued 
that course for about 10 years. 


E-mail reactions to this column to jlicau- 
co@edsamail.com.ph. Listen to my radio pro- 
gram, 7-8 p.m. every Sunday over @ММ at, 
630 khz on the AM radio band 


"The fund-raising walkathon aims to in- 
crease awareness of the disease. Assembly 
is at the Baywalk fronting the Rajah Sulay- 
man Plaza, Participants will walk toward 
the Quirino Grandstand for a short pro- 
gram and snacks. 

Alzheimer’s Day is marked worldwide in 
September. 
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EXERCISE OF THE WEEK 


High plank 


THIS yoga-inspired exer- 
cise strengthens the chest, 
shoulders, Tre por but- 1. Start on your hands and knees. 
tocks, hamstrings and Arms should be directly under your 
trunk. shoulders. 

2. Extend back, one leg ata time, 
until your body weight is supported 
on your arms and toes 

3. Hold for 5 seconds. 

4. Return to starting position 


Equipment: 
Exercise or yoga mat 
Exercise techniqu Performance tips: 
1. Keep your abdominal muscles 
lighüy held in. 
2. Keep your neck and head in 
line with your spine. Lightly con- 


to open up the chest. 

3. Continue breathing as you 
hold the position. 

4. Torest in between repetitions, 
sitback on your heels with toes flat, 
chest on your thighs and arms 
straightened on the floor in front oF 
you (not shown). " 

Repetitions: 

Five to 10 

4j times of 5 sec- 

onds each. As 
you get stronger, 
lengthen the 
time you hold 
$ the position to 

30 seconds. 


5. Do the desired numberofrep- | 


tract your shoulder blades together 


Two-in-one protection — rou carb beer 
now in market 


LONESTAR Ultra is the first 
low-carbohydrate beer in the 


PFIZER ^ Consumer 
Healthcare intro- 
duced ^ recently 
new Teeth and 
Gum Defense Lis- 
terine, which of- 
fers two-in-one 
protection. 

The new variant has 
more sodium fluoride 

to strengthen teeth 
against cavities and 
protect gums against 
disease. It comple- 


ments regular fluoride 
toothpaste by allowing fu- 
Ore to penetrate areas 
that cannot be reached 
by brushing alone. 
Like the regular Lis 
terine, the new variant 
also kills 99.9 percent 
of germs that cause 
bad breath, plaque and 
gingivitis. Other Lister- 
ine products are Tartar 
Control Listerine, and 
regular line products 
Gold, CooMint and 
FreshBurst. 


ig the same alcohol con- 
tent as regular beer, Lonestar Ultra con- 
tains 75-percent less carbohydrates than 
regular beer and 23-percent less carb 
than light beer 

‘With Lonestar Ultra in the market to- 
day, you may soon be able to say good- 
bye to the beer belly and indulge with- 
cout the bulge. 
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Habits that can 
make you fat 


Parti 


OST people know that eating too .. 
much and not exercising enough 


will make them gain weight. So 
they skip meals or repeatedly go on crash di- 
ets, not realizing that these can make them 
fatter. Other habits are so ingrained they are 
mot aware of their connection to the extra 
pounds that have accumulated around their 
waist or hips. 


Skipping breakfast 

Not eating breakfast may seem like a bril- 
liant and effortless way to reduce calories 
‘The truth is this method leads to failure. You 
are so hungry by lunchtime that you lose 
control of your appetite and eat more than 
you realize. 

Studies confirm that people who skip 
breakfast tend to eat more calories later in 
the day compared to people who eat break- 
fast. 

Skipping breakfast can also slow 
metabolism. Dr. Wayne Callaway, obesity 
specialist at George Washington University, 
found that people who skipped breakfast 
had a 5-percent lower metabolism than 
those who didn't. Digesting and absorbing 
food raises the metabolic rate slightly. 

1f you do not fee! hungry in the morning, 
that's probably because you overeat at 
night. Obesity researcher John Foreyt says 
lack of food in the morning makes you over- 
iy hungry at night, and you repeat ће cycle 
the next day. 


Skipping meals 

The body finds a skipped meal stressful 
and produces more cortisol, the stress hor- 
mone that triggers an increase in appetite 
You may be able to control your appetite 
early in the day because of various батас. 
tions. But by nighttime, your hunger pangs 
Will be hard to ignore. People with night- 
time cravings and binges are usually those 
‘who skip meals. 


WELL AND 
Соор 


Tina Juan 


Depriving yourself 
of food gets a natural 
biological 
response—the desire 
to binge 


Midnight snacking 

Some people eat three meals a day plus 
snacks and still raid the refrigerator after 
dinner. Ths is usually because the habit of 
late-night snacking was developed in child- 
hood or food is a way to cope with stress. 

1f you snack on low-calorie stuff like raw 
vegetables, you will not gain weight. But 
how many people eat celery sticks instead 
of cookies, chips, chocolates, late at night? 
Аз one cookie is about 50 calories, a lot of 
damage can happen in 30 minutes of mid- 
night snacking. 


Pigging out on weekends 

A study found that people take in 115 
more calories per day on Fridays, Saturdays 
and Sundays compared to other days of the 
week. Researchers calculated that habitual 
weekend bingeing could mean a weight 
gain of S pounds a year. 

‘An occasional binge won't do much harm 
ifyou eat low-calorie meals for the next cou- 
ple of days and exercise regularly. But you 
can get cocky and pig out more often, think- 
ing you can easily get rid of the excess calo- 


Crash dieting 

Depriving yourself of food gets a natural 
biological response—the desire to binge. 
The deprivation-binge cycle is both physio 
logical and psychological. Your body will 
crave for missing nutrients while your mind 
craves for what's forbidden, 

‘When you give in (experts say you will 
two out of three times), chances are you will 
overeat. Uncontrolled eating can lead to 
guilt feelings, then crash dieting again. The 
vicious cycle of dieting and bingeing can 
last for years, says Glenn Cardwell, author 
of Diet Addiction.” 

‘Though current research suggests crash 
dieting is not as damaging as once believed, 
‘many people gain weight with each new cy- 
tle пог from reduced metabolic rate but 
from binge eating. Psychologists Janet Po- 
livy and Peter Herman of the University of, 
Toronto believe crash dieting can lead not 
only to binge eating but other disorders as 
well 


less eating 

It's hard to keep track of how much you 
eat while doing something else, like watch- 
ing television or talking on the phone. The 
kind of food you can easily eat when multi 
tasking is usually food you ean pick up with 
your fingers. Most finger foods are high in 
calories, 

Mindless eating also happens while you 
are cooking and when you automatically 
finish your child's leftover. This can lead to 
eating amnesia, which means you cannot 
remember what and how much you actually 
ate. 

Just because you can't remember those 
calories doesn't mean they aren't real and 
won't cause weight gain. 


Fast eating 

Weight-loss experts have advised people 
to eat more slowly if they want to eat less, A 
recent Japanese study of 1,700 young wom- 
еп confirms there is truth to this. Women 
who took their time eating reported feeling 
fuller sooner, making them eat less. 

Other studies found that people will eat 
тоге quickly and finish more food if eating 
їп a fast-paced environment with loud up- 
bear music and bright lights. In one study, 
lively background music made participants 
take five bites per minute and half the group 
asked for second servings. 

People who ate to calming flute music av- 
eraged 3.2 bites per minute, took smaller 
bites and not one asked for a second help- 
ing. Most of them also left one-fourth of 
their food on their plates. The message: 
Take your time when eating. 

тһе UP.PGH Department of Orthopedics 
Sports Clinic will hold its first Post-Gradu- 
ate Course, "Keen Eye for the Sports Guy" 
Sept. 25, at the UP College of Medicine, Pe- 
dro Gil, Manila. Topies include: Pediatric 
and Geriatric Athletes, The Female Athlete, 
Extreme Sports, Athletic Screening, Derma 
tologic Sports Conditions, and Manage- 
ment of Sports Injuries. Call 5242203. 


Visit tinajuanfitness.com 


